
Parents and teachers can minimize the negative consequences of hearing loss by creat-

ing an optimal language-listening environment.  It is important to remember that even 

children with middle ear infections nearly always experience some degree of hearing 

loss which can negatively affect their social and learning experiences.

Reduce the background noise level when speaking to the child:

n At home, this may mean turning off the TV or stereo.

n At school, cover large surfaces with carpet and other sound-absorbent

    materials.

n Provide separate “quiet” areas for intensive verbal interaction or as a place 

    where a child can retreat from a stressful sound environment.

When it is important for the child to hear a verbal message:

n Be sure the child is attentive before you begin speaking.

n Stand as close to the child as necessary (this may mean preferential classroom 

    seating or not calling to the child from another room).

n Face the child (to increase visual information from the lips, facial expressions, 

    gestures).

n Check to be sure the message has been received (repeat, rephrase, or

    demonstrate, if necessary).

Provide periods of intense, one-to-one language stimulation (reading aloud, 

verbal play or conversation) as a regular part of the child’s home and school 

education, within an optimal listening environment.
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