
My child has mild hearing loss.  
  

 Mild hearing loss doesn’t sound bad, why should I be concerned? 

Listening with a mild hearing loss takes more attention and more work. It is also easy to miss 

parts of words, especially when information is new. 
 

 My child hears so much, why should the hearing loss cause problems? 

Your child can “hear” but it takes more of an effort to listen.  That effort means less energy 
exists to understand what was said.  ANY background noise will make listening much harder.  
Even with a mild hearing loss children without hearing aids can miss 15-25% of what a 
teacher says in a classroom.  Teachers often believe these students are not paying attention 
or are choosing not to follow directions. 

 

 My child seems to hear, why should he/she wear hearing aids? 
Even with a mild hearing loss, your child may not hear all of the speech sounds. The first 
three years of life are when children learn speech and language, so you will want to be sure 
your child doesn’t miss out on that window of opportunity.  Without hearing aids you can 
expect speech, language, behavior and/or social problems. 

 

 Will my child’s hearing get worse? 
 It is possible that your child’s hearing may get worse.  For this reasons, it is important that 

your child have regular hearing tests (at least twice a year). 
 

 What should I do next to give my child the best start? 
Enroll your child in early intervention services.  Your audiologist or child’s doctor can tell you 
how to reach your local tiny-k infant toddler network.  If you have not been contacted, 
please contact the SoundBeginnings Early Hearing Detection and Intervention Program at 
785-368-7167.  It is FREE and EASY to start! 

 

 What is early intervention? 
Early intervention is a free service that is provided by specialists in child development who 
will make visits to your home (or child’s daycare) to make sure your child is on track with 
speech and language development, as well as other areas of development (for example, 
motor skills like crawling and walking). Your child can receive these services just because 
he/she has hearing loss. 
 

 What information is provided through Early Intervention? 
1) What mild hearing loss means for your child’s development; 2) Ways to improve 
communication between parents and child;  3) Hearing protection; 4) Child development;  5) 
The importance of early literacy and learning. 

 
 
 
 



My child has unilateral hearing loss.  
  

 What is a unilateral hearing loss? 

 Unilateral means your child has hearing loss in just one ear. 
 

 Will my child develop normally with only one good ear? 

 Hopefully so!  Two ears are better than one.  Children (and adults) hear much better with 
two ears than one, especially in background noise, so it is important that children who have 
some hearing in their “bad” ear wear a hearing aid, so they can hear as well as possible.  
Compared to children with normal hearing, kids who have unilateral hearing loss are 10 
times more likely to have difficulty in school and are 7 times more likely to fail a grade, so 
they need every opportunity to learn and we need to prevent them from falling behind. 

 

 When should my child start wearing a hearing aid? 
 Usually, within the first year of life.  The first three years of life are when children learn 

speech and language, so you will want to be sure your child doesn’t miss out on that window 
of opportunity. 

 

 Will my child talk normally? 
 Children with unilateral hearing loss have a more difficult time picking up new words.  You 

may not notice this until your child is around 18 months old, so it is important to act early. 
 

 Will my child’s hearing get worse? 
 It is possible that your child’s hearing may get worse.  It is also possible that your child might 

have hearing loss in his/her good ear sometime in the future.  For these reasons, it is 
important that your child have regular hearing tests (at least twice a year). 

 

 What should I do next to give my child the best start? 
Enroll your child in early intervention services.  Your audiologist or child’s doctor can tell you 
how to reach your local tiny-k infant toddler network.  If you have not been contacted, 
please contact the SoundBeginnings Early Hearing Detection and Intervention Program at 
785-368-7167.  It is FREE and EASY to start! 

 

 What is early intervention? 
Early intervention is a free service that is provided by specialists in child development who 
will make visits to your home (or child’s daycare) to make sure your child is on track with 
speech and language development, as well as other areas of development (for example, 
motor skills like crawling and walking). Your child can receive these services just because 
he/she has hearing loss. 
 

 What information is provided through Early Intervention? 
1) What unilateral hearing loss means for your child’s development; 2) Ways to improve 
communication between parents and child;  3) Hearing protection for the better ear; 4) Child 
development;  5) The importance of early literacy and learning. 



March 11, 2014 

Ms. «Mom_First» «Mom_Last» 
«Address» 
«City», «State»  «Zip» 

 

Congratulations on the birth of your child «First» «Last». As part of newborn care, it is mandated 

by Kansas law, that all newborn’s hearing is screened at birth. SoundBeginnings Newborn 

Hearing Screening records indicate that your baby has either failed the newborn hearing screen 

in the hospital and has not received a follow-up evaluation or your child did not receive a hearing 

screen at all.  Many times we have just not received the hearing screening results from the 

provider. 

Hearing screening is not harmful to your baby in any way.  If you have not done so already, you are 

strongly encouraged to schedule a hearing screen within the next few weeks.  Remind the screening 

facility to fax the results to SoundBeginnings the Kansas Newborn Hearing Screening program (785-291-

3493).   

If your child has completed the hearing screening process, received an evaluation by an audiologist, or 

you refuse to have your child’s hearing screened/rescreened please fill out the enclosed form and return 

it in the provided envelope.  

I have enclosed a list of hearing screening providers.  If financial assistance is needed for the Hearing 

Screening/Diagnostic evaluation, it may be provided at no cost through Children and Youth with 

Special Health Care Needs (785-296-1312 or 800-332-6262).  Ask to speak with Jane Kennedy.  Infant 

Toddler Service Networks in you county can provide the hearing screen at no cost and can even come 

to your home to screen. Enclosed is a list of Networks.  Your residing county is listed under the 

appropriate Infant Toddler Network to contact for hearing screening services.   

 

If you have any questions regarding this letter, your baby's hearing or the Infant Toddler program for 

your county, feel free to contact me at 785-368-7167 or 800-332-6262.  

Liz Abbey, MA-Audiologist, State Coordinator 

 

 

 

 

Listening in the first few months of life prepares a baby to learn language, develop speech and contributes greatly 

to the bonding with the mother and family members. For this reason, it is very important for your baby to be 

screened. This is the best way to be sure your baby has normal hearing. If your baby does have hearing loss, it is 

important to identify it early.   

 LFU Letter 



March 11, 2014 

Ms. “MOTHER FIRST, MOTHER LAST” 

“ADDRESS”  

“CITY, STATE  ZIP” 

 

Congratulations on the birth of your child “CHILD’S NAME”!  As part of newborn care, it is 

mandated by Kansas law, that all newborn’s hearing is screened at birth.  

SoundBeginnings Newborn Hearing Screening records indicate that your baby’s hearing 

has not been tested because this screen was declined. 

Kansas has enacted legislation to provide screening for the early detection of hearing loss in 

newborn infants because hearing loss is one of the most common congenital anomalies.  The first 

two years of life is the most critical period for the development of speech and language.  See the 

attached Table – “Common Misconceptions Held By The Public And The Clinical Facts” 

Hearing screening is not harmful to your baby in any way.  You are strongly encouraged to 

schedule a hearing screen within the next few weeks.  A list of hearing screening providers is 

enclosed should you decide to have your babies hearing screened.    

If financial assistance is needed for the Hearing Screening/Diagnostic evaluation, it may be 

provided at no cost through Children and Youth with Special Health Care Needs (785-296-1312 

or 800-332-6262).  Please ask to speak with Jane Kennedy.  Also, Infant Toddler Service 

Networks in your county can provide the hearing screen at no cost and can even come to your 

home to screen.   

If you have any questions regarding this letter, your baby's hearing or the Infant Toddler program 

for your county, feel free to contact me at 785-368-7167 or 800-332-6262.  

 

 

Liz Abbey, MA-Audiologist, State Coordinator 

SoundBeginnings Newborn Hearing Screening Program 

 

 

 

 

Listening in the first few months of life prepares a baby to learn language, develop speech and contributes greatly to the 

bonding with the mother and family members. For this reason, it is very important for your baby to be screened. This is the 

best way to be sure your baby has normal hearing. If your baby does have hearing loss, it is important to identify it early. 

Parent Refusal Letter 



March 11, 2014 

Ms. «Mom_First» «Mom_Last» 
«Address» 
«City», «State»  «Zip» 

 

Congratulations on the birth of your child «First» «Last».   As part of newborn care, it is 

mandated by Kansas law, that all newborn’s hearing is screened at birth. SoundBeginnings 

Newborn Hearing Screening records indicate that your baby has either failed the newborn 

hearing screen in the hospital and has not received a follow-up evaluation or your child did not 

receive a hearing screen at all.  Many times we have just not received the hearing screening 

results from the provider. 

Hearing screening is not harmful to your baby in any way.  If you have not done so already, you are 

strongly encouraged to schedule a hearing screen within the next few weeks.  Remind the screening 

facility to fax the results to the Kansas SoundBeginnings Newborn Hearing Screening program (785-291-

3493).   

If your child has completed the hearing screening process, received an evaluation by an audiologist, or 

you refuse to have your child’s hearing screened/rescreened please fill out the enclosed form and return 

it in the provided envelope.  

I have enclosed a list of hearing screening providers.  If financial assistance is needed for the Hearing 

Screening/Diagnostic evaluation, it may be provided at no cost through Children and Youth with 

Special Health Care Needs (785-296-1312 or 800-332-6262).  Ask to speak with Jane Kennedy.  Infant 

Toddler Service Networks in your county can provide the hearing screen at no cost and can even come 

to your home to screen. Enclosed is a list of Networks.  Your residing county is listed under the 

appropriate Infant Toddler Network to contact for hearing screening services.   

 

If you have any questions regarding this letter, your baby's hearing or the Infant Toddler program for 

your county, feel free to contact me at 785-368-7167 or 800-332-6262.  

Liz Abbey, MA-Audiologist, State Coordinator 

 

 

 

 

Listening in the first few months of life prepares a baby to learn language, develop speech and contributes greatly 

to the bonding with the mother and family members. For this reason, it is very important for your baby to be 

screened. This is the best way to be sure your baby has normal hearing. If your baby does have hearing loss, it is 

important to identify it early.   

Not Screened/Out of Hospital Births 



Hearing Screening Refusal Form 

It is through hearing that your child will learn to talk. Approximately 2-3 newborns per 1000 are born 

with hearing loss.  Listening in the first few months of life prepares a baby to learn language, develop 

speech and contributes greatly to the bonding with the mother and family members. 

A hearing screening test will not hurt your baby.  Most babies sleep through the test. 

I,   _______________________________________________________________________   (Parent/ 

Legal Guardian) 

of ____________________________________________________   (child’s name),  Date of Birth 

___________________  

REFUSE  to have my child’s hearing screened/rescreened or a diagnostic evaluation.  

 

I understand that the hearing screening test may not be refused due to inability to pay.  K.A.R. 28-4-613 

Inability to pay.  No newborn or infant shall be refused hearing screening because of the parent’s 

inability to pay for the procedure or in the absence of a third-party payor. (Authorized by and 

implementing K.S.A. 65-1,157a; effective July 2, 2004.)  

I have been advised of the importance of having my baby’s hearing tested.  I have read and fully 

understand the brochure “Sound Beginnings Kansas Newborn Hearing Screening Program”.  I will 

contact my physician if I decide to have my baby’s hearing tested at a future date. 

I   release _________________________________ (hospital/midwife/birthing coach) of  any liability by 

requesting not to have the screening test done.  I accept full responsibility for choosing not to have this 

test performed. 

 

Underlying Reason for Refusal________ 

________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________ 

 

Signature of Parent/Legal Guardian _______________________-

_____________________________________________ 

Date__________________________________                        



Hearing Screening Information 

 

Child’s Name: ______________________________________________________ 

Date of Birth: ______________________ 

Name of Birthing Hospital: ____________________________________________ 

**************************************************** 

 Hearing Screening/Diagnostic Evaluation Completed 
 

Name of Facility where child’s hearing was screen: 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

City, State, Zip: ________________________________________________________________ 

Date of Testing: _____________________________ 

 

 Hearing Screening/Diagnostic Evaluation NOT Completed  
Reason not completed: ________________________________________________ 

 

 Hearing Screening/ Diagnostic Evaluation has been scheduled 
Name of Facility where child’s hearing screen is scheduled: 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

City, State:_____________________________________________________________________ 

Date of Testing: _____________________________ 

 

 

 

 



 

Monthly PCP Pending FAX 



 
 
 
 

Monthly PCP Pending FAX 



What is the role of the primary care physician in the Early 

Hearing Detection and Intervention Program? 

The primary care provider (PCP) in cooperation with the audiologist directs 

and coordinates, as needed, the evaluation and referral process within the 

child's medical home by: 

 Referring a newborn that does not pass a hearing screening to a 
pediatric audiologist for a diagnostic audiologic evaluation. View how 
hearing screening is performed. 
  

 Providing a statement to parents stressing the importance of follow-up, 

the time and location of the follow-up appointment, and the telephone 

number of the screening audiology center. 

  

 Referring a baby diagnosed with hearing loss to appropriate agencies 

capable of providing intervention services and to appropriate medical 

specialists (i.e., otolaryngologist and geneticist) as may be indicated by 

the diagnostic audiologic evaluation. 

  

 Monitoring individual cases to assure that the diagnostic audiologic 

evaluation was completed, and facilitating the infant's receipt of 

amplification if needed and linkage to Early Intervention services. 

  

 Providing updates regarding the infant's hearing status to the 

Department of Health upon request. 

  

 Providing on-going monitoring and surveillance of ALL children, 

especially those with risk factors for late-onset and early childhood 

hearing loss. 

 

  

http://www.soundbeginnings.org/early_intervention.htm


 
 

 

Daily PCP Refer Letter 

Baby 

Name 



Dear Parents of , 

 SoundBeginnings Newborn Hearing Screen Program tracks infants from the hearing screen in the 

hospital, to diagnosis and if diagnosed with hearing loss into early intervention. It has been reported to 

the State of Kansas SoundBeginnings Newborn Hearing Screen Program that your child has been 

identified with some degree of hearing loss. At this time our records do not indicate that he/she is 

receiving early intervention services for assistance with speech and language development. Research 

shows that children diagnosed with hearing loss who receive early intervention services before 6 

months of age, develop language that is comparable to normal hearing peers their own age when they 

are three to eight years old. 

 Your child maybe receiving services somewhere other than your local Infant Toddler Network and if 

they are we have not been notified. If they are receiving services or you prefer not to utilize services at 

this time please complete the fields below and return it in the self-stamped addressed envelope so, that 

we are able to report that you have been notified that services are available to your child at little or no 

cost to families through the Infant Toddler Network. If you have any questions or if we can help provide 

you with any information or assistance please feel free to contact SoundBeginnings at 785-368-7167. 

You will also find a large amount of helpful information regarding resources, support and 

communication options on our website at www.soundbeginnings.org. 

 

My child is receiving services at _________________________________________________________ 

I have chosen not to have my child participate in services at this time. Please indicate reasons below. 

 ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

I was not aware services were available. I am interested in having a representative from my local Infant 

Toddler Network contact me at __________________________________________________________. 

Sincerely,  

 

Liz Abbey, State Coordinator 
SoundBeginnings Newborn Hearing Screen Program 
Bureau of Family Health 
1000 SW Jackson, Suite 220 
Topeka, KS 66612 

785-368-7167 

 

HL Identified, No EI – Parent Letter 

http://www.soundbeginnings.org/

