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Today’s Session

• Why this topic? – ‘the article’ 

and ‘we’ve already discussed sex’

• Interactive – ‘the wisdom among 

us’

• Warning -‘not enough time today’

• Respecting one another’s 

different choices/beliefs – ‘no 

proselytizing allowed’



Today’s Presenters

• Personal Disclosures –

– our own stories have formed us

– some of the terminology we will 

use today

• We can’t represent all the cultures, 

beliefs and values in the world, but we 

can learn from each other and families 

that are willing to share that part of life 

with those who support families 

(professionals and parent-to-parent 

support)



Our Stories

• Janet - The story of Bruce in the 

wheelchair; ‘get your kids out of Sunday 

school and bring them forward’; Phone call 

at H&V – “What should I do?  Wait on EI to 

see if God is going to heal her?”; mom on 

the nursery floor –leaving the church for 

good; the silent retreat skit.

• Stephanie – Praying for healing- how it 

made me feel; healing vs. wholeness; silent 

retreat skit.

• Audience stories – your turn



• “The great benefit of science is that it can 

make tremendous contribution to the 

alleviation of suffering on a physical level, 

but it is only by cultivating the qualities of 

the human heart and transforming our 

attitudes that we can begin to overcome our 

mental suffering.  We need both, since the 

alleviation of suffering must take place on 

both a physical and a psychosocial level.” 

-Dalai Lama

…of science, religion, audiograms, and 

faith…



The Importance of the 

Spiritual Context

• in Family-to-Family Support

– As a context for decision making 

(‘beyond the audiogram’)

– Process in resolution of process of 

acceptance (may answer the 

question of ‘why’ for some)

– What are our H&V organizational 

guidelines and philosophies of 

support to draw from?



Cultural beliefs-increased awareness but not 

bound by stereotypes

• The child may be seen as a gift from God-

intervention may be seen interference on 

God’s will

• May be seen as a ‘curse’ from God

• Deafness/hearing loss may be seen as a 

shameful reflection of the family

• Ancestral Spirits

• Traditional Healers

• Homeopathic/Alternative medicine

• Others? (let’s hear from the audience as we 

will all learn something new)



The “Support” 

Response
• …In your own ‘free time’ vs. with your 

formal support hat on.

• Your internal processing and outward 

actions when –

– You adamantly AGREE with a 

person’s position of faith.

– You adamantly DISAGREE with a 

person’s position of faith.

• Don’t make assumptions based on 

religion. 

– Muslim family with C.I.

– Montana: German Hutterite family



“Sometimes a question can hurt more 

than an answer.” Sarah Dessen

• How do we support families and their 

questions when the questions are 

challenging on such an intimate level?  

• What do we do when a family’s belief 

system impacts a child’s development 

of language? 

• Why do we even need to discuss this?  

Churches of all places should accept 

everyone for who they are.



Parent quote

• How would you respond?

– “A woman of faith told me that 

some day my daughter won’t need 

her processors because she will hear 

without them….I prayed…I came 

to realize that her hearing will be 

restored…when her miracle occurs, 

she will be able to go on with life as 

usual .  I believe this 100%” 

(derived from an actual encounter)



• “…The nerve of them! How dare they? How dare they say that the 

results of my own adversity and struggle, my beautiful language, 

an ingrained part of who and what I am was because of the Devil. 

How dare they say that it is because I am being punished? I was 

not punished; I was forged in the fire of adversity, and made into 

the man that stands before you. I realize that they mean well; that 

they cannot conceive of someone being happy or fulfilled through 

such adversity. How can Deaf people talk? How can the Blind 

navigate the world? But when they offer prayers against something 

that is who and what I am, they are praying against me. Is being 

Deaf the work of the Devil? Is being Deaf a punishment for my sins 

or my parent’s sins? If I prayed hard enough, would I become 

healed of Deafness? 

None of the above.-God has given me great gifts through my life; 

some of these gifts, such as my beautiful language, and my sense of 

compassion and empathy for others only came about because of 

the adversity that God put me through. I soar with the gifts that 

God has given me, and I am kept humble by adversity. Without my 

experiences, without being who and what I am, I would not have 

met the love of my life and married her. I would not touch other 

people’s lives through compassion and empathy.” – Wes Brown



“I could only be helped in a certain 

way because I was hurt in a certain 

way.” James Baldwin 

� Validation-Encourage and refer families back to their home church 

or to talk to their pastor/spiritual leader. By doing that, you’ve 

become an ally and you show that you have faith in parents

� Research, ask questions, get unbiased information, request a 

consultation “Confusion is denial’s best friend and information is 

the enemy of denial”. Bob Flory-Hospital Chaplin

� Truth and Reconciliation –simply listen and receive stories from 

families

� Assist families in responding to the well meaning but hurtful 

questions from people at their place of worship or from their 

spiritual leaders



Strategies

� Eye level 

� Know when to push and when to pull 

� Shine a light on emotions 

� Focus on family strengths, positive outcomes :“What does your 

family believe?” 

� Consider H&V training for spiritual leaders/places of worship

� Enlist role models/mentors/guides to dispel the idea that people 

who are deaf are less than whole or that deafness is a curse

� Parent to parent support

� Assist families in redefining the language that they use to refer to 

people or their child (story… you must feel so lucky)

� Understanding the beauty of language-any language may enhance 

how the family views healing or its cultural beliefs

� Other ideas? 



“…for you see, in the end it is 

between you and God. It was 

never between you and them.”

-Mother Teresa 



Resources

• The Spirit Catches you and You Fall Down by Anne Fadiman

• H&V Communication Considerations A to Z: Worship and 

Faith Traditions  (www.handsandvoices.org)

• Language Needs of D/HH Infants and Children: Information 

for Spiritual Leaders and Communities  (Journal of Religion, 

Disability & Health www.tandfonline.com/loi/wrdh20 )

– If you are in need of information on assisting your church in becoming 

inclusive: 

• Unexpected Guests at God’s Banquet: Welcoming People with 

Disabilities in the Church by Brett Webb-Mitchell 

• http://www.patheos.com/blogs/nadiabolzweber/2012/09/somet

imes-it-hurts-a-sermon-on-healing/ 

• Others?


