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			(Writer standing by.)  					
>> FEMALE SPEAKER:  Hello.  Good morning.  Good morning.  Is it afternoon already?  No, it's still morning.  Good morning, all.  This session will be moderated by Dr. Beth Benedict.  I apologize that I'm not visible to all in the room.  Hopefully we can make that work.  Our role models' perspective from Deaf and Hard of Hearing Students, our esteemed panel, all from Gallaudet, if I'm correct.  Go Bison.  So, without further ado, Dr. Benedict. 
>> Dr. Benedict: Hello, everybody.  I'm proud to see such a big number of individuals.  Nothing beats a real live panel, real live experience and real live stories.  We are bringing Gallaudet to you, and I'd like to share a bit of history about the panel before we go ahead with our students.  Four years ago, we had a student panel, and those individuals shared their experiences growing up with parents who are deaf, parents who are hearing.  They had a variety of experiences.  It was a jam‑packed panel, and the following year, we ended up in a planning session.  It was very well‑received.  Unfortunately, we couldn't go back to the plenary again, so we would like to continue with a concurrent workshop as such.  Our focus has changed.  We have, of course, focused on education, which we will still do so.  
Last year, the focus was on visual and auditory tactile receiving of information.  Many programs often have early intervention programs, but they don't have any role models in their programs, so I think today our focus will be on role models and the experiences of the panelists, their growing up experience, who their role models were and themes, this year, have been impressed upon us to discuss role models, and we have some wonderful models in the room for you, and I would like for them to share their experience and their parents' experience.  They are living proof of role models.  I have not coached them, I do not know what they are going to say.  It may be scripted, it may not be.  I may be in for a surprise as well.  None of you have shared with me any of your stories.  People often ask me how I decide on who is going to be on the panel.  I have 1500 students to choose from at Gallaudet, and I tell you, it is not an easy task.  Are there any individuals who are not familiar with Gallaudet University before I continue?  Maybe a handful.  
Okay, so we've got a handful.  Gallaudet University is a university in Washington, DC.  It is the only university worldwide that instruction is occurring in direct communication with deaf and hard of hearing students through the use of American Sign Language.  Gallaudet is a bilingual university, both American Sign Language and English are provided in addition to interpreters for students who arrive at Gallaudet and are not versed in American Sign Language.  I am also proud to mention that Gallaudet spends almost $10 million on interpreting services, CART services, note‑taking services, and that was just as of last year.  We are getting more students who come to Gallaudet more and more who are not versed in sign language, and we want to provide support services for those individuals.  So, as I mentioned, I have about 1500, 1600 students, 42 applicants who came to the EDHI process, they actually applied, and I wish I could bring all of them, but I was unfortunately unable to.  I have chosen these panelists because of their variety of experiences, background, both auditory, visually, tactilely, technically and so forth, and I try to pick the most diverse group.  So, I will begin with the first slide, which is a bit boring, but you know, as required by the conference, I have no personal investment nor a financial, I am not invested in any finances and have no conflicts.  Now, moving on to our panelists, I would like for you to start by introducing yourself, your major, and we'll go from there.  
>> SPEAKER: Hi.  My name is Shelby Bean.  I'm a double major.  I'm in my masters level at Gallaudet in international development and IPA masters, and for those who don't know, my MPA, my public administration masters, is my second major. 
>> SPEAKER: I'm Kailey and I'm majoring in communications studies and I'm from Nebraska. 
>> SPEAKER: Hi, everyone.  I'm Kelly Gomez.  I often go by Kelly.  I'm from Massachusetts.  I am majoring in social work and minoring in psychology. 
>> SPEAKER: Hello.  Thank you for coming.  My name is Sean Maywald.  I'm a government major.  I'm an undergraduate.  I'm a junior. 
>> SPEAKER: Hello, everyone.  I am a grad student in deaf education, and I am from Ohio. 
>> SPEAKER: Hello, everybody.  I'm Jonathan McMillan.  I'm from DC, and I'm in graduate school, sign language education.  I'll be graduating this May. 
>> SPEAKER: So, even through home states, we've got a diverse panel.  We have compiled seven questions.  All the panelists will answer the first question, and then we will answer a variety of questions depending on experience, and we will open the floor for questions.  The first question is tell us about yourself and your family.  Who are they?  
>> SPEAKER: I'll start.  I was born in a hearing family.  No one knew sign.  I was brought up oral in mainstream programs.  I've had 16 surgeries for a variety of reasons, and they range from implant to prosthetic ears and a variety of other surgeries.  I went to Gallaudet in 09.  I didn't know any sign language until I got there, and that's where I found my identity as a person, after finding language.  My family still doesn't know how to sign, so I live between two worlds, and that's me.  
>> SPEAKER: Again, I'm from Nebraska, and I grew up using C‑sign.  My family did total communication.  I have no brothers, we're a family of all girls, so I grew up, obviously, with speech therapy and C, I was in a deaf program that was mainstreamed, but I never went to a deaf residential program.  Some of them sign a little bit, but mostly, we use spoken English.  
>> SPEAKER: I am from a Latino background.  My family, there's only three ladies in my family, myself, my mom, and my sister.  I grew up as the only deaf person in my family in a mainstream program.  I was not aware of resources that were available for me.  I was not aware of residential schools or camps for the deaf.  In the mainstream program, I attended camps and schools for hearing folks.  I went to Newton North High School, and after that, went to university, where I am now, and I finally found my identity as a Latino deaf woman while at Gallaudet 
>> SPEAKER: Hi everyone, again.  I'm from California.  My background might be hard to describe.  My mom is a bilingual teacher, and she wanted to apply that sort of education to my upbringing, so I really had the best of both worlds.  I can sign, I also can speak, but I prefer sign, I'll be honest with you.  I grew up in mainstream programs, and I was isolated, I'll be honest about that, and when I got to Gallaudet, I really found my identity as a deaf person.  I am proud to be part of the Deaf community  Before that, I think I was embarrassed to admit that I was deaf. 
>> SPEAKER: I was born in Iran and I moved to America when I was 2.  The reason I moved here was because my mother wanted a better education here, and deaf education was better in America.  We were here in Ohio, my mother, my sister and myself.  We spoke farcy, English and signed.  There were three languages used at home.  At the dinner table, it was always interesting to figure out who was talking or signing which language.  I do use my voice with my family, both in English and farcy, but my preferred mode of communication is sign language.  
>> SPEAKER: So, my upbringing is that I come from a deaf family.  In fact, I have family members here.  Hello.  I have two younger siblings.  Everybody is deaf, so my upbringing was, I always felt as a whole person.  I never once questioned my existence, I never had any language barriers.  I had 100 percent access to the world.  How I view things, how I played with my ideas, my imaginary friends and so forth, I mean, all of that was all present.  I was very lucky.  I'm privileged, really, to have had that opportunity to interact with the deaf community from a young age.  Many deaf families are in my family's circle.  I was at the Maryland School for the Deaf in Frederick, just a little bit north of Gallaudet, and that was just a wonderful upbringing, and we, of course, have hearing relatives in the family, and we would visit them, and I always thought, you know, gosh, these poor folks don't know any sign language, until I got older and realized, oh, actually, most of the world doesn't know sign language.  That was not my upbringing.  I had a very happy, whole childhood.  
>> SPEAKER: So, who's the weird one now?  
>> SPEAKER: I guess I am.  
>> SPEAKER: The second question we have is describe your early educational experiences.  What do you remember about those years, whether they were experiences in medical educational settings, what have you?  If there's any of you that would like to share those experiences, what do you remember?  
>> SPEAKER: Well, as I mentioned, I was mainstreamed, and most of my time was going back and forth to speech therapy, hearing tests, speech therapy, hearing tests.  Unfortunately, I lost a lot of social opportunities because I wasn't apart of the group.  Where I did shine was sports; football, baseball.  That was my time to socialize, and that's where I found my sports identity, and that's the reason that I'm in, you know, sports education and so forth for so long.  My writing was suffering, my academics were suffering because my focus was really on sports, that was my social element.  So, in terms of being participatory in class and having class discussion, everything was happening in English, and I feel fortunate that my parents were very supportive of everything in my life.  I did not feel isolated at home whatsoever.  I have a wonderful relationship with my family.  I'm very fortunate to say that because it doesn't always happen with deaf individuals of hearing parents  My family never once made me feel isolated.  I have a lot of friends, but people know me mainly because they saw me as the deaf kid, not because I was just the guy playing football. 
>> SPEAKER: So, I grew up in a hearing environment, hearing family.  I was always kind of struggling with my identity and figuring out who I was.  As I said, I had lots and lots of speech therapy, and my speech is not a hundred percent, you know, understandable, and we used C‑sign growing up, sign exact English, and I did have, you know, mentors coming to my house to communicate with us and so forth and trying to teach my parents how to sign that and, you know, boys town place a lot of emphasis on the listening and speaking skills, but when I got to high school, I really said, you know, I don't want to have speech therapy anymore, I really want to investigate sign language and go that route.  I went to deaf events, I met other deaf kids, and they were monthly, these events, and then I came into Gallaudet University, and then I really found my signing identity, my deaf identity, but I do feel, you know, that I have the fortunate ability to speak as well, but I'm not, I mean, when I go home for holidays or Christmas or Thanksgiving, there is a feeling of being left out for deaf people, and I don't necessarily have that feeling because I have that connection with my family, but people sometimes think communication is maybe less important for younger children, and it's so crucial, and so my sister signs, I have one sister who learned sign language, and now she's actually a teacher's aid for a deaf and hard of hearing program, so that's really wonderful for me, to have kind of that patriot at home.  
>> SPEAKER: I'd like to share a little bit about how I became deaf, I mean, how I got to this point of identifying with my deafness.  I was born, I assume hearing, and during birth, I had experienced a meconium in the bowel movement, so there were a lot of significant medical issues that occurred, and in doing so, there were a lot of procedures and medical issues that, unfortunately, I was very close to death, and I survived.  After doing so, my mom felt as though there was something that just wasn't right, and we went to go for testing, and they said, no, no, she's fine, until I ended up at Boston Children's Hospital where they found out that I was in fact deaf, and they are wondering if the antibiotics that were given to me prior to birth, or given to my mom prior to birth rather, could have been the cause.  At that point, my mother was told you have to choose a language, and she said, well, I'm a Latino‑speaking woman living in an English‑speaking country and my child is deaf, I have to pick one?  That's not fair.  So, my mom decided that, okay, because we are in the United States, we will focus on English as the written language, but I want her to have access to American Sign Language. 
So, because we had mainstream schools and public schools at that age, we focused on sign language, but services were very limited because of the area that we lived in, and interpreters were not certified, not qualified, and sometimes, they were not even given, we were not even provided with interpreters.  I was considered one of the more higher functioning literate deaf individuals in the program, and others were not, so services were more focused on those individuals who needed "more services" than I did because they were at a lower level, so I was left without because I performed, academically, much higher than those other individuals.  In high school, I still struggled with simple concepts, and I went through several years, from middle school, elementary school, actually, to middle school, on my own, and I consider those years that I struggled significantly.  I fought with the department, the district, anyone I could to find at least the minimum service.  I decided to make the decision to get an implant.  I thought that speech therapy was something that, you know, would have been okay for me, and they didn't see that the services I needed were actually necessary.  
So, what ended up happening was the Massachusetts Commission for the Deaf and and Hard of Hearing was apart of my services, and they tried to say these are the services that I needed, and unfortunately, the school district and so forth didn't think they were necessary.  So, I got fed up, and I ended up canceling services, and I was pulled to the back of the class, and because I refused to get services that were not needed for me instead of services that should have been provided to me, I ended up being the student that was assumed to just get by, but I refused to be that student.  My mom was a huge advocate through the commission and through Boston Children's Hospital.  My mom is the biggest reason why I am successful today.  That anger and that experience has since subsided, and I am now a successful woman.  
>> SPEAKER: My early educational experiences are not that different from, you know, most.  I mean, like I said, my mom was a bilingual educator, so she had that knowledge.  I actually do have a deaf sibling, but that sibling wasn't identified until I was identified, so it was a late identification of my sister, but, so, fairly early in my life, there was that decision to figure out what to do, and my mom, you know, thought sign language was the way to go, so we were exposed to it very early, but she also wanted us to have implication devices and speech therapy and so forth.  I had interpreters, I was in mainstream classes, I think I've mentioned, and, you know, I felt left out in classes a little bit.  There were side conversations I couldn't take part in or even know that they were happening, so I didn't have full access to that whole network of growing up, and my sister made her connections kind of like you said, Shelby, you know, with certain friends, certain activities, so I joined football, I joined track, and that was very enjoyable.  I liked competing, I liked being part of a team in that way, and I've continued that at gat del, but like I said, I came to Gallaudet and really found my identity, and I have to admit that speech therapy was, it was really annoying.  
(Laughing.) 
>> SPEAKER: I mean, I went for so many years, and my speech is okay, and I can function, you know, pretty well with my aids on, but at the end of the day, I'm really more comfortable communicating in sign language.  I feel more connected to people through sign language, and that's where I found my identity at Gallaudet, and I feel much more confident as a person as a result.  
>> SPEAKER: For the first five or six years of my life, I don't remember much.  My mom didn't know English coming to this country, and I learned sign later, so there wasn't much language happening at home.  I struggled through school.  There was significant language delays, and my mom decided that, you know, I didn't come to America for nothing, I didn't come for a lack of communication, so, fortunately, we had a deaf role model in our life who came from a deaf family.  This role model had seven deaf children, parents who were deaf.  We met on a weekly basis, and that deaf role model just taught my mom everything from A to Z that she needed to know, and I will never forget that experience and how it changed my childhood.  So, from kindergarten through third grade, I had a teacher who was hearing, and the emphasis was on signed exact English and oralism.  I struggled significantly, even though my mom supported oralism at the time.  I remember one IEP meeting where my mother expressed her feelings and said this is not the best, I need the best for my daughter.  So, we had this special day in class where a deaf teacher came, and she was from Gallaudet, her husband was the superintendent of the school for the deaf, and you may know who this individual is, it's Mary‑Ann Corbett.  She has officially changed my life.  She was part of the reason that my literacy, writing and reading skills have flourished and is also the reason that I have chosen to major in deaf education, so that I can further become a difference in other deaf peoples' lives.  
>> SPEAKER: Well, just before I came to EHDI, I was at a DC stakeholders meeting, just before I came to this session, rather, and there was a quote from Albert Einstein that I shared, and I won't have it word for word, but I'll paraphrase, and it's basically, if a monkey tells a fish you're not adequate because you can't climb a tree, the fish is going to believe that and spend the rest of their life trying to climb a tree.  My experience growing up was, you know, swim, basically, be who you are, be in the water, be a fish  So, I connected to the world through language, and language happens in the brain, it doesn't really matter what modality you use, language is a brain activity, and the question is are you going to have access, and which language will you have access in.  So, like I said, I didn't feel that I needed to accommodate, you know, somebody else or I had to meet somebody else's standard, I could be who I really, truly was and have access 100 percent to the language that was visible and easy to access. 
>> SPEAKER: I feel I know all of you a little bit better now because of your sharing.  The third question, some of you maybe touched upon already; when were your first interactions with deaf adults, other deaf children, and what impact did they have on you?  So, deaf adults, deaf children, how old were you?  What was your first impression?  And what was the impact they had on you?  
>> SPEAKER: I mentioned before the first time I encountered deaf people was at Gallaudet University, and I was 17.  I thought I knew who I was.  I thought I was part of this hearing world and I was always going to struggle through life.  I didn't realize how much I had missed at home until I learned sign language.  I went back home, and I tried to follow the conversations that were happening through auditory means, and I missed so much information.  My implant was broken while I was at home, so that certainly impacted my ability to lip‑read and hear, but communicating in sign is so much easier for me and has left me never feeling isolated like I do at home.  Gallaudet is a second home to me, and I have, like I said, found my true identity, my true self.  I am a proud deaf man.  I am a lot more outgoing.  I socialize with people.  I was very much a shy hermit, and now, gosh, 10 years later, I'm a completely different person.  I don't even think I could have sat on a panel 10 years ago.  I don't even know that I could have shared my story, and the people at Gallaudet changed my life.  I am and will be a successful person. 
>> SPEAKER: I have to interject here.  He is absolutely right.  I cannot imagine you as an isolated person.  I met him at Gallaudet two years ago, and I thought you are you, and obviously, you are a different soul. 
>> SPEAKER: Thank you. 
>> SPEAKER: When I was 2, I met my deaf role model, and his name is Larry.  He's in the deaf community back in Nebraska, and like I said, I was involved, you know, with monthly meetings and with boys town, you know, we'd have get‑togethers, deaf plays, you'd meet, you know, in your age group so you would have deaf peers to play with and socialize with, so I did have access, and then, of course, lots and lots of speech therapy.  I didn't know ASL at all until I got to high school, and then, of course, I came to Gallaudet.  I had heard about Gallaudet, but I didn't know if it was really going to work for me.  My family didn't want me to go to Gallaudet.  They thought that I was going to end up excluding them from my life and so forth, they were afraid of losing me, but when I came to Gallaudet, like you said, Shelby, I'm so happy I made that decision, and it is a second home.  My ASL skills have improved.  I now, you know, have three languages under my belt, so it's been great.  
>> SPEAKER: I don't remember exactly my first interaction with a deaf person.  I was probably much younger, but what I do remember is recognizing that I went to a school that had a deaf program, and even though it was not a great program, ever, it was at least still a deaf program, and I had teachers of the deaf, I had deaf students, I had people who signed ASL and a little bit of C and a little bit of queued speech and a little bit of very different sign language, who I never understood her, I don't think anybody did, but to have deaf people around me, regardless of who they were, some of them were oral, some of them signed, and I knew that experience.  I was mainstreamed, I spoke in class, I interjected with my voice, and I signed in the deaf program.  I got on the bus, I went home, I spoke the entire way, I didn't use any sign language, and it was like I had this mix of both worlds and I was jumping between the two.  I can't tell you how many hats I wore growing up.  Sometimes, I would sign at home and my mom would say I can't understand you, and I would think, oh, gosh, right, because I'd been signing all day, it just came naturally to me.  Now, again, we spoke Spanish at home often as well, so I not only wore the English‑speaking hat and the sign language hat, I also wore the Spanish hat as well.  
>> SPEAKER: My first interaction with a deaf adult was a teacher, when I had gone into the mainstream program, the pre‑school program, there were several deaf teachers, and so we would meet once a week for a few hours a week, and so I interacted with them and realized, oh, you know, deaf people can grow up and be adults and have certain kinds of professions and lives, and there were other deaf children in my program, but mostly, they weren't mainstreamed.  I was mostly interacting with hearing peers because I was mainstreamed, but then when I got to Gallaudet, then I met, obviously, deaf peers and have enjoyed that so much.  In terms of the impact on me, it was huge.  Like I said, my sister is one of my biggest role models, and she was deaf, like me, rather my brother, so we talked about what school we were going to go to, so I think that's probably my first inspiration.  Realizing that you can do well in school, in sports as well, kind of having that to live up to has been an inspiration, and I felt like, you know, if a sibling can do it, I can do it.  
>> SPEAKER: I don't remember my first interaction with a deaf peer or a deaf adult.  I guess I just remember being around deaf folks.  I remember that deaf family that I saw every week growing up, and they were my language models, they were my deaf culture models, and I also, Mary‑Ann, she was a big influence in my life, but that's what I remember.  
>> SPEAKER: Well, I mentioned earlier that I come from a deaf family.  I grew up, you know, in the deaf environment, so lots of people have served as role models for me.  I do want to take this time to sort of talk to you about why identity is so important, and it's so important for your children to feel whole and as they belong on this earth and experience that journey.  My identity as a deaf person was set, and because it was set, I could explore different kinds of things.  I was interested in maybe photography, alternative medicine, media, I had lots of different interests and curiosities, and those were all available for me to explore because my identity was already set.  Audiologists, speech therapists would say, like, I want to make time to see why those things were important, but when a person only has one ideology, you know, that this person needs help, they need fixing, and there's no other ideology that is present to challenge that, you'll accept that as a fact.  So, if someone tells you you are inferior because of being deaf, you're going to accept that, but if you see a successful deaf person, then you realize, oh, there is a path for me, and I can challenge the dominant ideology, and so then there's hope that is present, and I want to give speech therapists and audiologists here, I know that you're in it for the right reasons, but I want you to really work with the deaf community so that the deaf children that you see, the patients will feel whole and can explore their journey. 
>> SPEAKER: Did you want to add?  
>> SPEAKER: Something that just came to mind, I'm not sure if I already mentioned that I was mainstreamed from K through 12, there was, however, a small deaf program, and I pretty much grew up with the same deaf people, the same five folks, and I was involved with the deaf club for 11 years.  As I mentioned, I'm from Ohio, and they have a deaf service center right there that provides everything.  It was sort of a one‑stop shopping community, and I was apart of that all my life as well.  
>> SPEAKER: After reading question four, five and six, I think that you have already touched on those, and I'd like to know, if you know the first deaf person that your parents met, if your parents are hearing, the first deaf person, rather, that your parents met, if they're hearing, and did that change anything for them?  
>> SPEAKER: My first interaction with a deaf person, I already mentioned, but I'd like to mention my mom first in a very positive way.  My mom is a very positive role model because, you know, she struggled with education, she struggled with growing up, and she thought how do I have my children experience something very different than I did, how can my children be successful in language acquisition and language knowledge and academics and sports and whatever they want to do, whatever their wishes and hopes and dreams are.  She wanted us to achieve that, and that's the reason that I had such a positive role model in my life.  My dad certainly wanted me to succeed in life, and in doing so, my parents met, networked, looked for resources, materials, resources, materials, and they had options, they tried different things, and again, my mother, although she's not deaf, she's an extremely positive role model.  She was the one that, you know, went to task with the school and with the education system.  The Massachusetts Commission for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing in Boston is a phenomenal place, and I worked with a deaf woman from there as a caseworker, she was deaf, she identified with me in terms of late acquisition and so forth, and she was able to succeed, and she is in the job she is now.  So, my mom, seeing this deaf woman, who was an extremely assertive woman, who came into the school system and said this isn't right, this isn't right, change it, and my mom thought, oh, god, how fantastic is this?  I want my daughter to be that person.  From there, I was introduced to different people from a variety of agencies who had other resources and taught me how to approach attorneys and taught me how to fight for my rights, and that's how I was able to get into the mainstream program that I was at.  If I were not there, honestly, I don't know where I would be today.  For sure, without my mother as a positive role model, fighting her way through for me, I wouldn't be this person I am. 
>> SPEAKER: I'll just mention briefly, my mom was a bilingual educator, so she had that experience of gathering research, understanding other cultures and so forth, so, you know, in some ways, with the deaf community, you have to go in person and meet them, you know, it's not stuff that, and a lot of parents may not have access to those kinds of resources  So, she was able to apply what she knew from her profession to our lives, and she had access to schools for the deaf.  So, I think what's unique and important is that she took the time to educate herself. 
>> SPEAKER: Well, I mentioned some of the deaf role models.  I don't know that my parents were impacted, because, in fact, they were quite concerned that if I had access to ASL that I wouldn't have development of written English, and so that's why I didn't learn it till much later, and I've now had to educate my parents that, in fact, American Sign Language is quite important and that it builds the identity of a deaf person.  So, I've had to educate them, and I think they're slowly realizing through my own journey kind of what a better decision might have been. 
>> SPEAKER: My experience is a little bit different from the ones who just spoke.  My mom had never met a deaf person, and, I mean, I didn't either until I got to Gallaudet.  It was probably about a week of me being at Gallaudet and I said to my mom, you know, I don't know that I'm ever going to come back home, and she said what?  That's what my mom said to me.  She said you're not coming back, are you?  She saw how happy I was, she saw how different I was, she saw the identity that was formulated, and I go back home now and then, but Gallaudet is my true home, and it's my true community, and my parents were finally able to see that there were other individuals just like me, so that was probably their experience, was the entire Gallaudet experience.  
>> SPEAKER: Most of you mentioned who your role models were, and this may be a portion of the last three questions, and I certainly don't want to answer for you, but I can guess that you will say a certain response.  Is it important, in your opinion, to have a deaf role model for children and their families, and for individuals who are in the audience, we have parents, professionals, early interventionalists, we have a variety of individuals, and do you have any advice that you'd like to share with them?  
>> SPEAKER: I was recently at the Massachusetts stakeholders meeting, and we talked about identity and the importance of having someone who shared experiences, having somebody who you could look up to, and in Massachusetts, this applies for all states, of course, but in Massachusetts, you know, if you are in a state that has a large contingency of Arabic‑speaking individuals, a large contingency of Spanish‑speaking individuals, a high population of individuals who are deaf or hard of hearing, who are signing, to have them share identity and share background is of the upmost importance.  I can't imagine going through my life missing out on that identity.  Yes, absolutely, my Spanish‑speaking, Spanish‑cooking family is very, very important to me, but as was just mentioned, we often times sit at the dinner table and we can't understand anything that's happening.  Culturally, food is absolutely important, but for us as a deaf person without access, food meant nothing when it came with no communication.  So, for early interventionists, for specialists, for individuals who are apart of young children's lives, explain the importance to parents of access to their children so children can have role models who are deaf and say there are individuals like me, and that may remove the barriers or the resistance that some families have, bringing a deaf role model into their life.  So, if there's some sort of program that you can develop in your community, unless you already have one, to have deaf role models, to have mentors, regardless of what modality to choose, to have someone who has a similar experience is of the upmost.  
>> SPEAKER: (Inaudible.) 
(Laughing.) 
>> SPEAKER: Yeah, I do too.  Most of the people here in this room are doing everything that they're doing out of love.  They want the best for this group of children, and sometimes, we get confused and we make mistakes because of our perspectives and coming from where we're coming from.  So, I see it as, really, two camps.  There's the saviors and there's the allies, and the saviors are people who want to help and are doing things for other people and marginalizing, or for these marginalized groups, you know, out of pity, making decisions for these people, whereas allies are people who are going to walk the path with you and really trust that you know what's best for you and what's going to work for you and are giving you those things in a loving way, and depending on our mindset, that will determine how we approach our fields.  I had a very sensitive conversation with somebody earlier, and I wanted her to recognize that we have a culture, we have a life, and in any society, those who have power make decisions for those who don't have power.  So, men have made decisions for women, white people have made decisions for people of color ‑‑ it's no different when we're talking about hearing and deaf individuals.  There's no reason for hearing people to make decisions for deaf people.  I'll ask you, do you think that's okay?  Do you think that's safe or wise?  What are the values that are being transported in that way as we're on our journey?  
>> SPEAKER: I'll just share my perspective briefly.  It's very important to provide all of the information to parents, all of the communication opportunities that are out there.  My personal perspective is that the social part is so crucial.  Yeah, of course, you can put on the aids, and you may be able to hear something, but it doesn't replace and it doesn't account for the full socialization that children have.  So, sometimes, I'll be honest, you know, I go out to dinner with my family and there will be lots of people, and they'd be having a great time at dinner, and I'm not getting all that information.  Even if I can hear some of it, I can hear almost normally, but I don't understand what they're talking about, and the research has shown that that social part, there's a pyramid, basically, and that social part is crucial to a person's identity and development and happiness and well‑being, so if those needs aren't met, you're really handicapping your children, and so please make sure that parents have that information and make sure that they have access to all of the possible information so they can understand and they can make the right decision, and please don't tell them they have to choose one path or another.  They should really walk every path until something clicks for their child.  So, for example, you know, I do wear hearing aids, I can talk to people, and I know sign language, so I can really operate in both worlds very easily, so it's important that it be accessible to them.  Thank you.  
>> SPEAKER: You know, I think that, you know, the deaf role model or mentor is very important, but, you know, obviously, it's going to be hard for hearing parents who have a deaf child, and if it's the only deaf person they've ever met, they don't know where to begin, and I think it's very important for you to support them and to explain all of the options.  Don't ever place limits on a family.  
>> SPEAKER: Do we have time for me to say one more thing?  Okay.  I just wanted to add something briefly to what was just said.  Oh, now the coffee has just turned off.  Okay, um, you know, in conversations with people, I mean, I can't remember, but last night, one person brought up the concern that the educational system here in this country, I mean, in the United States, you know, is a one language educational system, so, you know, compared to Europe, where people already speak three or four languages when they're quite young, and we only have one, and it sort of doesn't make sense.  I want to leave the battlefield about which language we ought to choose.  We need to stop that battle.  We should agree, bilingualism is wonderful, multilingualism is better, and let's go for it.  
>> SPEAKER: Fantastic job.  I have the opportunity to look out into the audience to see the expressions on folks' faces and the reactions they were having, and truth be told, I wish we could videotape this.  I'd like to now ask if you would like to open the floor.  Somebody already has a question.  We'll do first row, we've already got four folks, five, six.  I'm going to stop at six for now because we have 10 minutes, and we will go from there.  It is your responsibility to remember your numbers.  One.  
>> SPEAKER: I'm with the Kentucky commission for Deaf and Hard of Hearing, and I first would like to say thank you and welcome to Kentucky.  Your passport has been stamped.  We have ripped it up, it's gone, you cannot leave the state, you are not allowed to travel, we are keeping all of you.  I want this videotaped, and I was the one that made the comment in the audience, I want this on YouTube, I want it to go viral, I want it to be on our commission site, I want parents to see this, I want specialists and providers to see this  I can't tell you how inspiring this has been.  I am officially motivated to do something.  I want to make a change so that young folks like you sitting on this panel, the question is how do I get young folks to stand up here and say they are the voice, not me?  The Kentucky Commission Director, no, I am not speaking for you.  How do I empower those young folks to speak for themselves?  Is there some way that I can encourage them to do so?  Any words of wisdom you'd like to share?  
>> SPEAKER: Social media.  Sorry, I should stand up.  My answer was social media.  I think that's the way.  
>> SPEAKER: Could you maybe be a little bit more specific about social media?  
>> SPEAKER: Um, well, things like Facebook and Twitter and Instagram.  You know, the way that you spread the word, I tweeted something having to do with language, and somebody in Australia had something to say and somebody in London had something to say to that, so it's a really easy way to reach out to a large community of people.  Nobody reads the printed page anymore, so, really, you want to make use of the web. 
>> SPEAKER: So, in addition to that, I certainly do have my side.  I have many projects.  One of those projects has been just like any good YouTube video, any blogs, any links and so forth.  I am taking those and compiling them in a folder, I've been doing so since August, and it is about three pages' worth right now, and I'm hoping within a year's worth of collection, I'm going to disseminate that nation‑wide.  I am very serious about this.  If you can have this recorded and if you can then share it, maybe we can do so when we get back to Gallaudet and we can share this with the community at large.  Thank you very much for that suggestion.  Number two.  Thank you for remembering.  I appreciate it.  
>> SPEAKER: You have made my day.  I just want to say, I am so inspired.  This morning, I was really disheartened by the keynote presentation.  It was very disheartening and disappointing and just not true, I'll just tell you that, and here, you see, this validates what I have already known for many years.  You see it here on this panel, and there's nothing, they are bold, beautiful young people, and I just want to say thank you so much, and it's a reminder of why it is so important to keep in mind that, you know, nothing about us without us, because we are the experts on our lives, and they are our future leaders.  I look forward to working with all of you.  Thank you so much.  I think we should give them a round of applause.  
>> SPEAKER: Lovely comment.  I think number three was a little bit further back in the room.  Number three, if you don't mind coming to the front.  Before we go on, can I get numbers four, five and six just to come up here to save some time.  If you had a comment or a question, feel free to come up to the front to get in line.  Speak. 
>> MALE SPEAKER:  First off, thank you very much.  I really appreciate all of the comments.  They're very touching.  This is my favorite part of the conference in its entirety, is coming to hear you guys.  I'm the parent of a 9‑year‑old deaf son, and I really sort of identify with your comment about how they need to be whole and they need to belong and they need to feel gifted.  I really appreciate how you have identified all of these challenging issues, but I want to sort of branch off a little bit.  As a worried parent of a deaf child, I'm wondering, are there any career paths that you felt like you were going to shy away from because of being deaf or hard of hearing?  And then as parents who are really trying to encourage and enable our children, how do we sort of address some of these fears towards a future job opportunity that they might shy away from?  
>> SPEAKER: I'll comment for that.  So, I wanted, actually, to be in the Air Force, I wanted to be a military person, and that was a pathway not open to me, but there's a big difference now.  For example, I'm interning at Congress, I'm working with military people every day, so please don't feel worried about that.  There may be alternative paths to reach their desired goals, and they can make, you know, as long as you offer them all the opportunities, they can make the best decision for themselves, as long as they have access to people and opportunities and information, they'll be okay.  Just to add, really glad that you asked that question.  A good friend of mine is deaf, and she has a hearing father and a deaf mother, and she felt whole her whole life, and she's a deaf person, she's a signer, she does not use her voice, she works for President Obama, she is the White House receptionist, so that's her position right now, and, so, anybody in the country who wants to visit President Obama goes through her first, and she's the receptionist of the United States, and she's, I have another friend who's in a Ph.D. program in Paris, so all the opportunities are there.  Leah Kats‑Hernandez.  
>> SPEAKER: As I mentioned, I'm very fortunate to have such a supportive family, and I would say encourage your child to not be scared to socialize with other kids, to go through that learning process, to experience things.  It's going to be an experience for both of you.  Let them participate a hundred percent.  Let them have role models in a variety of different professions.  Have a career day.  My opinion, um, I mean, I can't say enough about deaf coaches, and it's hard to connect with a coach who is in sports, who's hearing and doesn't sign.  As somebody who's a football player, I actually broke the mold, and I know that I can provide access for deaf youth.  Don't let your child believe that they cannot do.  Let them know they can do everything.  Encourage them, support them in everything that they do, and everybody at the same time said do not limit your child.  
>> SPEAKER: Yeah, I think it's just encouraging them to be involved in sports, activities, whatever it might be.  That's what I did.  That's how I got involved in the community.  Just get involved.  
(Applause.) 
>> SPEAKER: This was amazing.  Wonderful.  I can imagine that everybody who has options, as a person with a hearing loss, has a variety of differences, a variety of experiences.  The lady in the blue shirt, I apologize, I don't remember your name, Kelly, thank you, you got an implant when you were 13, you mentioned, and I'm curious about your view on whether or not infants should be implanted.  Who else has an implant?  Oh, we actually have Katie and Shelby, three of them.  I apologize.  How old were you when you were implanted?  
>> SPEAKER: I was 2. 
>> SPEAKER: And I was 10. 
>> SPEAKER: So, 13, 2 and 10.  As a person who has been implanted at 13 rather than during infancy, you can certainly answer as somebody who was implanted young, but I'm curious to know, as a 13‑year‑old, what your opinions are. 
>> SPEAKER: I am not the expert in deciding whether or not an implant is appropriate, but for my family, I support their choice to give it to me.  The most important part of the entire experience is that I was given choices.  I was given choices.  My mom said these are your options.  My dad said do you want an implant?  Do you not want an implant?  Do you want this hearing aid?  Do you want this device?  And the choices were given to me.  I knew that if I asked for something, they would have supported me.  As a Hispanic woman, my mother did not want the responsibility to make a decision for her child, and as a baby, to make such difficult decisions, to decide between whether or not I was going to speak, whether or not I was going to sign, whether or not I was going to use this modality versus that modality, it was very, very difficult, and, again, my opinion, this is me personally speaking, I am not an expert, babies can't speak for themselves, and I, you and I both know that if you are not privy to resources and you aren't aware of what the options are, what you're told is that, by the medical view, it's too late if you wait.  If you give your children the choice, I say it's never too late.  
>> SPEAKER: Well, I was 2 when I was implanted, and my parents were just afraid that I would be out of the hearing world unless I was implanted.  It is obviously part of who I am.  I don't blame my parents for making that decision.  They were doing the best with the information they had at their fingertips at that time.  I do wish, in fact, they hadn't implanted me and that I had been able to make the decision at an older age, but, you know, I think, you know, you can't just listen to audiologists, I think you have to kind of, as a parent, trust your gut about your child, but also, you want your child to be involved in the decision‑making, which takes time. 
>> SPEAKER: Can I add a little bit of the reasoning why I got my implant?  I will certainly make it short and sweet.  The reason I got my implant is because I was told by my audiologist I would lose any residual hearing that I had.  Because of puberty, they said that I would be affected by the hearing, and I was frightened.  I had grown up in a mainstream school, I had grown up speaking, and I thought that the dark world was, or the deaf world was a dark, scary place until I actually found out the truth.  So, that is the reason I got implanted.  I threw my implant away when I got to Gallaudet.  I don't even know where it is.  It's in a box somewhere, in a drawer, I don't know.  Home, school, I can't even tell you where it is, but the choice that I made at that age was absolutely a young age.  It was a scary, scary world, and I look back and I regret that decision.  
>> SPEAKER: Thank you.  We only have 2 minutes left, so very quick.  You know, my tissues are dry, thank goodness.  This is my son up here, but I didn't have a weeping moment.  They say 99 percent of success for people who are born deaf, of deaf families, but the problem is, what parents need to know right away when their child is identified, that is a question I want to ask the panel, what do you wish that the experts would tell parents?  
>> SPEAKER: I think that the news should be delivered in a positive way.  I think, you know, a lot of audiologists maybe don't, maybe you don't even mean to convey it negatively, but the words that you use really matter, the idea that, you know, your child has failed a hearing test, the idea that I'm so sorry to have to tell you that your child is deaf, you know, it gives families a lot of fearful imaginings to what their child's life is going to be, so approach it from a different way.  So, you know, your child is going to be part of the deaf community, there are a lot of opportunities that you can now get in this exclusive club. 
>> SPEAKER: Hi.  I'm Jessica.  My son has bilateral cochlear implants.  I did that to give him choices.  I did start off with sign language, and I keep, you know, progressing on that, but my son predominantly is oral.  He's 6 years old right now, and I give him choices, like, do you still want to do sign language, do you still want to do oral.  Right now, he just wants to do oral, and it's not because I don't give him the choices, that's because that's what he wants to do right now.  My question to you is do I keep forcing him to keep learning sign language in the background or do I just let him keep making his choices?  He's only 6, so I don't know. 
>> SPEAKER: I'll answer very briefly.  I mean, I think it's wonderful that, I support giving him all of the options, and if he is choosing that and that is working for him and the family, then do it, but I would say you want to keep supporting visual language, and you want him to have the ability to still function in the world, so being able to straddle both worlds is really the health I say option.  So, you know, my internship, I use my voice, with other friends, I use sign language.  It's really nice to have the best of both worlds, and that would be my recommendation, because you don't want him later in life to say, oh, I used to sign, but now I can't and to feel left out of certain kinds of settings.  I have a friend who grew up signing, they got implanted, and now they are going to University of South Florida, and they've really succeeded, but it's a decision to join the hearing world, and it's a decision that any deaf person can make at an adult age, but they need to have all the tools. 
>> SPEAKER: One thing that my mom still does today that I'd like to share with you, my mom realized that when I went to college, she should probably learn a little bit more sign language so that when I went back home, I'd feel a bit more comfortable.  She's not fluent, but the fact that she makes an effort means the world to me.  Your son is 6 years old, and I think it's fantastic if you still offer him sign.  He can still then make the choice, like was just mentioned.  If you want to say it's time to go to bed, just sign and speak at the same time so he gets the oralism and he gets a few signs here and there.  Use it for maybe every day signs, more and bed and time for school, that kind of thing, so that he can allow for even more language acquisition, especially at such a young age, not only just at 6, but before and after, and I wouldn't use the word force him to learn sign language, I would just make it apart of your every day conversation.  
>> SPEAKER: I would encourage your 6‑year‑old to socialize with some deaf peers, if you have any other children he can socialize with, I think that would be best. 
>> SPEAKER: My son, he went to the school for the deaf when he was little.  I was lucky, I found out he was deaf at 2 months old, compared to other people that I know, so I have great support, I have a lot of deaf friends, and that's what helps me growing with my sign language, but as he's getting older, my path with my family is one way and then my friends who have deaf children and they go to a different school, so I've been almost separated by, you know, the two different cultures, but I just want to make sure I keep him up‑to‑date, and right now, he's like, well, I want to learn Spanish, I don't want to do sign language today, so then I start talking to him in Spanish, and he's like, oh, wait, what was the word again for this in sign language?  So, I just want to make sure I'm doing the right thing for my son.  
>> SPEAKER: The more languages, the better.  No limits.  Do both.  Do them all.  The brain can take in a lot.  
>> SPEAKER: That's actually very typical for children at that age.  Like my hearing peers that, you know, they will say I want to be like my neighbor, it's very typical for kids that age.  When they reach the 10, 11, 12‑year‑old stage, life becomes a little bit more complicated.  You know, when girls start talking about boys and boys start talking about girls, that pre‑pubescence stage and teenage stage becomes a bit of a physical interplay and other things may arise because of that.  Follow his path, for sure, but if you have both ready and maybe even the third language, then it's going to allow for his journey to be much more rich, and as long as you're there to provide support along the way, that's what matters.  
>> SPEAKER: Thank you.  Okay, I know we have to wrap‑up.  They are here for the day.  Please do ask questions, go say hello.  Thank you for sharing such phenomenal stories, thank you for sharing such personal stories, and thank you for attending. 
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