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			(Writer standing by.)  			
>> FEMALE SPEAKER:  As you guys are coming in, if you could maybe section yourselves into, like, four groups.  It doesn't matter how many are in that group, but if we could have, like, a group of four.  I don't know why you guys are sitting so far away.  I've got a remote and I can go back there and call you out.  Get four groups together and designate a gopher.  This person doesn't have to talk, they just have to go get stuff for you.  How many preschool teachers do I have in the audience?  Preschool, raise your hands.  Used to be?  Used to be works.  Preschool teachers?  Okay, so I want to make sure when we're in that group of four, four groups, in the four groups, I have one of you preschool teachers in that group, so you're like a coveted role.  No one's voting you off the island.  That's good.  That's really good.  Can I start?  Okay, perfect.
Hello, everybody.  My name is Lyra Repplinger, and my special guest stars are the IT guys, so if we can just say a prayer the IT guys and the AV gods can get my presentation up, but I am a consumer outreach manager.  They manufacture cochlear implants, and so I'm happy to be here with you guys to talk about some of our bridge materials.  I talked a little bit about before if I could have four groups, I really want this to be interactive for you guys, because it's not about me data‑dumping on you, it is like the second to last session, so thank you for being here.  I don't know if it's, like, bourbon will be served at this one, but I really appreciate you guys being here.  So, what we're going to talk about today is the preschool transition, and I want to know a little bit about what your background is.  How many parents do I have in the audience?  Good.  Now, of those parents, are you guys working for guide by your side or hands and voices or other organizations?  Yes?  Any parents of preschoolers that really just want to know if this is the next step?  Great.  Awesome.  So, deaf educators?  Teachers of the deaf?  Okay, perfect.  Speech pathologists?  All right then.  Audiologists?  Okay.  What did I miss?  Other parts of the multidisciplinary team?  PT, OT, state health care professionals?  Oh, so you're an liaison for birth to 3.  Perfect.  Anybody else that I missed?  Great.
So, today, we want to talk about that critical period where there is the transition between the birth to 3 services and those preschool services, and lucky for you, it's all me right now, you don't have to look at anything up there.  So, the first thing is I want you guys to find your gopher, your runner, and I want them to come up here and grab a couple of these handouts.  You're going to get one from each pile.  Not one for each person, one from each pile for each group, so you guys are going to share a little bit, and so for my gophers, I'm going to count on you guys to demonstrate or show the ones that I'm going to be talking about.  How many of you guys are familiar with MED‑EL?  Obviously, it could probably be about our technology.  How many of you guys know about MED‑EL as oral rehab resources?  Okay, good, because that's what we're going to be talking about today.  The nice thing about the oral rehab resources is it's not brand‑specific.  It's not even implant‑specific.  If a kid has hearing aids, bone anchored hearing aids, if they just need some support with their education and their oral rehab training, MED‑EL's going to be able to provide that for them and for you guys.  So, we know that getting aided and getting your cochlear implants is kind of the first step to a very long journey, and so we're here to support you guys, the therapists and the parents that really are part of the rest of that journey.  
So, we're going to talk about the picture perfect preschool.  Your gopher's got a stack of checklists for you, and that's really what the picture perfect preschool is all about.  This is an item that MED‑EL corporation sells, and it looks just like this, and it's got a series of checklists that we're going to be going through today.  So, I want you to think about, in my profession, how would I use this?  Would I use this with parents?  Would I use this as a teaching tool for the rest of my staff?  So, maybe you're, like, the only professional that's really working with children with hearing loss, this would be a great way to counsel the rest of your staff into what a child with hearing loss may need in a mainstream or a big group environment.  Would I use this for, gosh, best practice?  I constantly look through some of these, and I was a preschool teacher in my past life, and I thought, oh my gosh, I never did that, or I didn't do that as well, or, yeah, I definitely did some of those things, so those are the things we're going to be talking about today.  I know my power point will be ready in about a half hour, so everybody just sit tight, okay?  
So, the first thing that I would like for us to look at is 20 questions to ask your preschool.  So, this, where are my groups?  Tell me who my groups are.  I've got this group right here, a group back there, and then are you guys all collectively together but you're apart?  It's like men in a movie theater, they don't sit next to each other, right?  That's fine.  I can't tell if I'm really funny or if you're just giddy, because it's probably been such a long week, right?  I'm going to say I'm really funny.  So, I would like this first group right here, my little laughing factory, to look at the first five questions and pick out one question that stands out to you as, like, that's a good question for a parent to ask when they start looking at preschools.  My back group, raise your hand if you're in my back group, why don't you guys take questions 6 through 10 and pick out, just discuss amongst yourselves, I'm going to give you guys, like, 90 seconds.  This group right here, I guess this is all of you, don't forget to include him back there, he and I had a chat at breakfast and he really wants to be involved, go ahead and do numbers 15 through 20, okay?  So, I'm going to give you guys 90 seconds.  10 more seconds.  Okay, are you guys ready?  All right, let's start with the back group.  What was a question that you thought was important and tell us why. 
>> FEMALE SPEAKER:  So, we thought question 10, what is the student/teacher ratio, was very important.  We all thought, even parents in the group that have typically hearing children think this is an important question to ask, so we really want to make sure there's enough attention for the students across the classroom. 
>> FEMALE SPEAKER:  Great.  So, classroom size is going to be a big thing.  This group right here.  
>> FEMALE SPEAKER:  The question about pre‑teaching vocabulary stood out to me as a good question, like will the teacher send home a list of vocabulary that's going to be taught in the classroom. 
>> FEMALE SPEAKER:  Absolutely.  When my kids went to preschool, I had no idea what they were doing.  I mean, they would come home and bring me some really nice art projects, but for the most part, we could have that conversation about what was happening in the school.  Who's my talker over here?  
>> FEMALE SPEAKER:  We kind of had a mixture of two that we thought were good, but about the policies that school as far as letting someone come in to observe to kind of make determinations if, you know, an FM system or anything is needed and their policies on that. 
>> FEMALE SPEAKER:  Great.  So, even just with this checklist, with this one checklist, you can have a parent think a lot about what they're going to look for.  So, for my EI providers, raise your hand if you do early intervention.  Yeah, this is, you know, would I give this to a parent of a 6‑month‑old?  No, but when they're starting to transition, I definitely would.  Okay, I've got my slides, so I have a little bit of a safety net here.  You're going to get a little taste of what this entire curriculum involves, and basically, this is a collaboration that we had done with child's voice school to present on their program and then also on our curriculum, and so I just wanted to be able to share that with you guys a little bit.  When you guys have all of your papers, you'll see the graphics talk about music and art and all of those things, all of, basically the schedule of a preschool.  We went through all of this.  Oh, yes, child's voice, so if I do get a chance to show some videos, they are from child's voice school, it's a listening and spoken language school in Woodale, Illinois.  If you're ever in that area, it would be remiss for you to not take a peek and take a look at that school and meet their educators.  That's me, and all my kids are now taller than me, but I like to keep that picture, and we'll go straight to here.  So, the schedule of a preschool that the picture perfect preschool goes through is circle time, and you guys all know what circle time and things look like.  You've got your songs and your calendar and things like that.  
Then you have centers and story, art, music and snack.  So, each one of these subjects, preschool subjects, is going to have a checklist to go with it.  So, from a parent standpoint, when they're observing a preschool, they can go through every single one of these and think about what they need to look for, which is great, because those things are evident in preschools.  Now, for my EI providers, I want you to think about that critical, you know, your last three, four months with the family as they segue, and I want us to brainstorm some things that we would be able to do to start promoting the things that are going to be expected from the child in a preschool setting, and I think that's really the best and the fairest way we can counsel these families.  It's not just like they're 3, peace out, you know.  It's hard enough as it is to kind of not be in the home weekly, right?  So, it's a transition for the family, it's a transition for the parents as well, and as much as we can in the next 20 minutes that we have, we're going to be doing a lot of talking.  
So, that kind of, that's the whole program.  We're going to do little bits of it today, and then if you want more, we have outreach managers throughout the entire United States that would be able to provide this workshop for you and cater it to your school and to your audience.  So, let's take a look at circle time.  I want you to take a look at your observation checklist and kind of get together in your little group and start looking at some of those questions.  Sorry, I didn't know if it was going to be working.  Okay, as you guys kind of browse through, I want you to maybe pick a couple questions in your head, and I'm going to have you guys observe this, maybe as how a parent would observe it with this checklist in‑hand.  
(Video.)
>> SPEAKER: Alexandra is first.  You get to be the line leader.  You're first.  Wow, that's a special job.  Okay, Alley, your turn.  Do you want to put your pig nose on the back?  Okay, look.  Look.  What's your job?  Calendar.  That's the weather.  You're close.  Calendar.  We're going to add our number.  Let me go get our number and you can put our new number on the calendar.  Say open.  Open the drawer.  It's on the bottom.  Say there it is.  You're right.  All right, we're going to put number 3.  Today is September 3rd.  Can you say I want to pull?  I want?  To pull?  I want to pull?  There you go.  Okay, we're going to put it right here, Alley. 
>> FEMALE SPEAKER:  All right, so, group, how about this group right here, this front group, can you tell me about a question that you guys honed in on and whether or not you saw it?  Or vice versa, you saw something that kind of matched up with the question that was being asked?  This is circle time. 
>> FEMALE SPEAKER:  How small the class size was.  We said it had to be a self‑contained class, because we're all looking at 15 to 18, and there's no way that's going to work. 
>> FEMALE SPEAKER:  Right.  So, small classroom, child's voice is a listening and spoken language school for kids with hearing loss, so, absolutely, small classroom.  
>> FEMALE SPEAKER:  Yeah, I was going to say the same thing.  Centrally located, the teacher being in the front and the kids have good access to her face. 
>> FEMALE SPEAKER:  Right, and I feel like now when we start seeing some programs that have, like, collaborative learning and all these kids are in little groups, and it's like that's fine and good, but a child with a hearing loss, that might be a harder environment for them to be successful in.  Anybody back there want to say anything?  Yes?  
>> FEMALE SPEAKER:  I didn't particularly want to say anything, but I thought we were all supposed to report.  We didn't really get through all the questions as a group, but after it played the video, we sort of looked at the questions, and most of them appeared to be yes, so the one we focused on was does your child appear to understand the activities during morning circle and participate and answer questions, and we thought she did. 
>> FEMALE SPEAKER:  Yeah, absolutely.  So, we talked, it's about comprehension, right?  So, the kids knew what was happening, they were engaged, and that's really something important for parents to look for.  Anybody else?  Yes?  
>> FEMALE SPEAKER:  This is not, like, a group thought, but as I was sitting there looking at it, there are so many of the pre‑readiness skills that I review with the parents that I work with, especially when their child is not able to sit still for extended periods of time or doesn't really engage in activities very well.  To use guidelines like this as kind of that target to shoot for, because what mom doesn't want her child going to preschool and being successful, so sometimes they need a wake‑up about the skills that they need to possess before they're ready. 
>> FEMALE SPEAKER:  Yeah.  Thank you.  That is very, very good.  Exactly.  It's this readiness, you know?  Kids don't come to school being like, oh, there's a seat that's got my name on it, I'll just sit here until you call on me.  So, that was a beautiful segue to circle time at home.  So, think about this from an EI therapist standpoint.  What kinds of things would you start doing at that critical time where you are going to be wanting them to be ready for preschool?  I mean, you hit it right there, you're just like, you know, it's a wake‑up call, there's going to be, it's not going to be home anymore.  Yeah, the turn‑taking, mm‑hmm.  Anybody else?  Just yell them out.  Story times, mm‑hmm.  Songs.  So, absolutely.  So, establishing a routine is a big thing.  Those kids that sat down, it's time for calendar, I guarantee it, the same time yesterday, it was also calendar time.  So, establishing a routine at about that critical stage where, look, even if you're going to say today's going to be a crazy day and we're going to go to Target and Walmart, to have some of those routines established of talking to your child and letting them know what to expect for the day is going to be huge, right?  Having them ready to listen so it's not just, what your therapies may look like, maybe a little bit more of a hands‑on from you, and even though it is still child‑directed, you're going to put some expectations on that child to meet it, right?  So, um, checklist and schedules, we talked about that a little bit, and then, also, story time, and we don't really have a whole lot of time to talk about the picture perfect preschool story time, but I will say that, where is it?  Oh, I mean, those checklists, those things that are incorporated in the curriculum are great to be able to use in the home.  I mean, we're looking for comprehension, we're looking for retelling of the story, and, so, I will just show you just a little bit of a video from the preschool.  It's actually one of my favorites.  
(Video.)
>> SPEAKER: The three little pigs.  Okay, I'm going to see if you can remember.  How many houses are in this story?  
>> SPEAKER: Three.  
>> SPEAKER: Three.  You're right, there are three houses.  Alley, can you remember, what's one kind of house?  What did they make it out of?  
>> SPEAKER: Bricks. 
>> SPEAKER: Bricks.  Do you remember the brick house?  Zeke, look, do you remember, Alley said that there was a brick house?  
>> SPEAKER: Yeah, there was a brick house. 
>> SPEAKER: There was a brick house.  What else, Zeke, can you think of another one?  
>> SPEAKER: They had to build it before the wolf came. 
>> SPEAKER: They hid in it. 
>> SPEAKER: They hid in it before the wolf came. 
>> SPEAKER: You're right.  Were they safe in the brick house?  Can the wolf blow down the brick house?  No way, but not all the houses are safe.  What's another house, Zeke?  Do you remember another house?  
>> SPEAKER: The straw house. 
>> SPEAKER: The straw house.  You're right.  That's our first house, the straw house.  There's our straw house.  Was the straw house safe?  
>> SPEAKER: No. 
>> SPEAKER: No.  Do you remember, was it strong or weak?  
>> SPEAKER: Weak. 
>> SPEAKER: It was weak.  There's one more house in the middle.  
>> SPEAKER: Sticks. 
>> SPEAKER: A house made with sticks.  Alley, was that house safe?  
>> SPEAKER: No. 
>> SPEAKER: No, it was not safe.  Was it strong or weak?  
>> SPEAKER: Weak. 
>> SPEAKER: It was weak.  You're right.  It fell down, didn't it?  
>> FEMALE SPEAKER:  That's just a little snip of retelling in story time, and actually, in that lesson plan, they were actually getting ready to do art with it.  So, if you think about that, there really is, you know, you can do so much with a story, and, so, even the techniques that they were using, a family can do that as well.  So, I really cannot say more than enough about this curriculum.  When I came across this curriculum, it was when I first started working for MED‑EL, and it was like how did I not know about this?  This is a great way to have best practice, it's a great teaching and training tool.  I think more than anything, the message that it sends to the families is that, you know, these kids, no matter what language they're using, they have to practice their language, right?  They really have to be given that opportunity to practice language, and when you're in the ultimate environment where the teacher is going to understand what's expected and what their level is, that's really when it's going to happen, but we can start that even in the home, even in the home services, so I think that is really, really important.  
I want to fast forward real quick.  Do you guys have any questions so far?  So, we talk about music in the home.  Music is a big deal.  There was a lot of music sessions that were given during this EHDI conference, and, so, music in the home is absolutely, you know, important, even if it's mom singing or if they're listening to music.  One of the things I do want to point out, with listening to music with newly implanted children and new hearing aid users, we're finding that a single instrument and a male voice is typically something they gravitate towards, so Dave Matthews it is.  Snack time, of course.  You know, there's nothing more motivating than food, so I just want to show you, and I'm so sorry that I'm going through this so quickly, to make them be active participants in their snack.  If they can make that sandwich, they're going to eat that sandwich.  If they can cut those cherry tomatoes, they're going to taste them.  To make them do that, I think as preschool teachers, everything is, like, an experience, like we're going to make Kool‑aid, and then the parents are like I have that in my refrigerator, they don't want to touch it, and it's like, well, they weren't part of the process, right?  So, the need to ask more.  
Every preschool, it's like you have a couple pieces of gold fish and then you're going to ask for more, whereas at home, if mom's like here's your bag of snacks, those are some of the things that we can counsel parents on too.  So, you know, giving choices, snack time is the best and motivating time.  So, like I said, you guys are more than welcome, I can bring this out to the hallway and you guys can kind of see the rest of the curriculum.  You can also take a business card of mine, if you guys want to contact me, and we can go a little bit more in‑depth with this and do a training for your staff.  That would be great.  I just want to end with this really funny cartoon that I found a few years back, and it really hones in on having kids practice by doing and not just by watching.  So, it's two teenage boys, and I have a teenage boy, so I can appreciate this, and they've got a flat tire, and they go to their dad, and he said we found the jack, but that's about it, and the dad says that's a tire iron, son.  So, dad knows the kids don't know what they're doing, right?  So, dad goes about, and he takes the tire out, puts the jack up, changes the tire, does everything, and what are the kids doing, these two teenage boys?  They're just watching, and dad says now you know what to do when you get a flat tire, and they say yep, call my dad.  Totally.  So, what do you think our preschoolers are doing when we're doing everything for them?  They're just like, excuse me, teacher, personal aid, can you please do this?  So, it's really all about that wait time and just about giving them that practice time, and I know that this curriculum is a great way to do it, and I know you guys have a world of experience, and so hoping that we can collaborate on something very soon, and if there aren't any questions, that's it, but I will have to give a shout‑out to my guardian angel, Mary Mayhan, who so happily reminded me today that I was presenting, so one canceled flight later and here I am.  So, thank you.  
(Applause.)
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