
Vowel Alone  



PRACTICE WITH THE 99 
MOST COMMON 
SPOKEN WORDS 

Words in this practice session were taken from the 99 most common words we speak 
in American English, so the sooner you can cue-and-say them quickly and easily -- 
without planning ahead in your mind -- the better. Words have been classified 
according to the eight handshapes involved. A few words as classified may not be 
consistent with your pronunciation. For example, if you say "with" using a 
voiceless /xh/ as in "myth," you should probably move the word out of handshape 2 
and into handshape 7. Those who say "which" with a /w/ as in "witch" should move 
such /wh/* words to handshape 6. 

If any of the words are awkward for you to cue at first, check them for concentrated 
practice later. One very good technique for practicing the "awkward" words is to 
begin very slowly -- one half the speed at which you can now cue them -- and then 
increase your speed very gradually to the point where you feel you are losing control 
over your fingers. At that point go back to half speed and begin again, gradually 
increasing your speed as before. This will help you to build up speed and accuracy.  

Handshape 1:  
do . down . good . had . people . up . would . world 

Handshape 2:  
another . as . back . because . can . come . has . have . his . is . I've . 
like . make . of . other . over . take . that . the . their . then . than . 
there . therefore . these . they . things . think . this . use(verb) . very . 
was . with* . work 

Handshape 3:  
are . for . from . great . had . has. have . he . here . him . his . home . 

how . it's . just . more . most . or . our . say . see . so . some . thei .r 
there . therefore . this . us . use(nown) . very . who . year . your 

Handshape 4:  
about . and . another . any . back . be . because . been . but . by . can . 
down . in . into . know . man . many . men . name . no . not . now . 
often . on . one . only . own . then . want . what* . when* .which* 

Handshape 5:  

a . about . after . all . am . an . and . another . any . are . as . at . but . 
by . come . down . first . for . from . get . got . great . him . home . how . 
I . I'll . in . into . is . it . it's . I've . just . like . make . man . many . men . 
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more . most . name . not . now . of . often . on . only . or . other . our . 

over . own . say . some . take . that . them . therefore . they . time . to . 
too . up . us . way . went . what* 

Handshape 6:  
all . I'll . last . like . one . only . people . was . way . we . well . were . 
will . with .work . would . world 

Handshape 7:  
get . go . good . got . great . just . thing . things . think 

Handshape 8:  

things . think . use(noun) . use(verb) . which . year . you . your 

The following phrases and sentences are "pure gold"; practice with them will put you 
on the road to fluency. Start off very slowly because eventually you will want to build 
up your speed to approximately ten sentences per minute! Use liaison where marked (-
). 

"That was good." "That was very good." "This-is good." "This-is very 
good!" "Good for you!" "This-is very good for you." "Take some more." 
"It's good for you!""Have some more." "have-another one." "Come back 
here!" "I've just got back." "I just got home from work." "I've been-at 

work." "What did you do?" Do you see those people?" "Who are they/" 
"Time to get-up now." "Where-are they from?" "You can come with-us-if 

you like." "It's-all-over now." "We saw them last year." "No more for 
now." "That-is the last one you can have." "Do you know her/" II think so." 
"I think-I'll go this year." "Who is-it/" "Where-is-it/" "Which-is-it/" 
"What-is-it?" "When-is-it/" "Because-I say so!" "Come back to see us-
often." "You got-up-after I went to work." "I think you will." "You say that 
very well!" "What-is your name?" "His name-is_____." "It's for your-own 

good." "You were just great!" "Time to come-in." "Time to do your work." 
"Come down from there!" "You and-I will be there." "He got-out just-in 
time." "You can do it." "It's been good to know you." "Great to have you 
with-us." "What-is that-all-about?" "Take some with you." "What would 

you like?" "Do you know what you would like?" "Come-in, or go out." 
"What-a great man he is!" "About what-time will you be home?" "You 
were in the way." "We will be back." "I'll be back-at one." "Some people 
think so." "Do it your-own way." "Another time will do." "Do it just 
because-I say so." "I'll do it-after you go." "Mostr-of them will be back this 
year." "Take your time." "I know you can do it." "What-time-is-it?" 

"Think-about that." "What more can-I do for you?" "This-is the way we do 
it." "Get well soon." "What-in the world can we do?" "Take-it from me." 
"Do it well-or not-at-all." "Do you think-it will work?" "What use do you 
have for that?" 
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Now make up some sentences of your own from these 99 most common spoken words 
and add them to your repertoire. One further tip for developing fluency: Get the 
sentence in your mind,look away from the computer screen (or paper , and then cue-
and-say. Reading while cueing can slow you down considerably. It can also trick you 
into cueing words as they are spelled rather than words as we normally say them. Then 
there are some people who speak very fluently but whose reading aloud is choppy and 
halting. Take no chances with your oral reading skills while learning to cue. And the 
best practice occurs when you cue-and-say directly to another person. There is no 
better carry-over for skills.  

Sentences with common words you cue:  

Advance to 1000 Common Words 
Return to Table of Contents 
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PG-3: EF-B 

PRACTICE FOR CARRY-OVER OF 
FINAL CONSONANTS (LIAISON) 

Most of the time people talk with each other not in syllables or even words -- but in 
"sense groups" or "thought groups." Why not say "sentences" and be done with it? 
Because often what we actually say are not grammatical sentences in the strict sense. 
For example: 

        He:   "See you Saturday?" 
        She: "What time?" 
        He:   "About eight?" 
        She: "Fine with me.!" 

In these oral sense groups we run words together without stopping; and when a word 
or syllable ends with a consonant and the next word or syllable begins with a vowel 
sound, we carry over the final consonant. That is liaison. True, on this printed page 
spaces are put between words (but not syllables) for visual convenience. Pauses are 
only put between spoken words for special emphasis or to meet syntactical demands or 
to avoid confusion ("an ice man" rather than "a nice man"). 

We have already experienced hundreds of examples of liaison within words of more 
than one syllable:  

 NO LIAISON                    LIAISON 

======================================================= 
"bell"/bel/[4-c,6-s]        "belly"/be+li/[4-c,6-t]  
"jell" /jel/ [7-c,6-s]      "JELL-O"/je+loh][7-c,6-s/f] 
"Bob"/bahb/[4-s/f,4-s]      "Bobby"/bah+bi/[4-s/f,4-t] 
"wilt"/wilt/[6-t,6-s,5-s]   "wilted"/wil+tid/               

"swim"/swim/                "swimming"/swi+ming/ 
"big"                       "biggest"/bi+gist/ 
"fame"                      "famous"/fay+mus/ 
"film"                      "filming"/fil+ming 

Notice that in each case the final consonant in the one syllable word on the left became 
the beginning consonant of the second syllable. Actually this makes cueing of the word 
faster and much more efficient. Try it -- you'll see! Now back to groups of words. 

The sentence "It is easy." is said and cued as quite different phoneme syllables: /i-ti-
zee-zi/[5-t,5-t,2-m,2-t]. The sentence "That's easy!" is said and cued /That-see-zi!/[2-
t,5-s,3-m,2-t]. If you can ignore how sentences are printed and concentrate on how you 
actually say them, this practice will be much more fruitful. At first we'll give yo broad 
hints as to where the liaison (carry-over) is with printed dashes (-):  

"put-on" "take-it" "take-it-off" "time-out" "make-apple" 
"isn't-always" "made-it-up" "an-awful-lot""he's-an-eagle" 

"said-it-often" "can-open-er"[2-t,4-s/f,1-s/d,4-m] 

Page 1 of 4PG-3:EF-B LIAISON

12/7/2012http://www.uri.edu/comm_service/cued_speech/pg3efb.html



"Dale-is-absent" "that's-all-over" "gone-over" "eight-hour" 
"five-hours-ago" "get-even" "act your-age" "when-all-is" 
"things-are" "I'll-even-arange-it!" 

Now try to build these sense groups into sentences, using liaison where directed. Once 
you've masteredthese, try to cue and say some of them from memory without referring 
to the printed page at all. 

1. "Where will-it" "Where will-it-all" "Where will-it-all-end?" 
2. "Take-only one" "Take-only one-asperin-at bedtime." 
3. "Am-I" "Am-I catching" "Am-I catching-a cold?" 
4. "Don't-ask" "Don't-ask for-another" "Don't-ask for-another piece-of cake." 
5. "You did-it" "You did-it-all" "You did-it-all-alone!" 
6. "When-in the course-of human-events..." 
7. "We, the people-of the United States-of-America..." 
8. "Tell-Uncle Bob-I'm-excited-about-it." 
9. "You ate-it-all-up like-a big boy!" 
10. "That's-all there-is -- there-isn't-any more." 
11. "What-are-all your toys doing-in the kitchen!" 
12. "Please-eat your-egg." 
13. "New York-is called the 'Big-Apple'."  

For these sentences decide where liaison is indicated before you cue and say them. It's 
a far better practice to get the sentence "off the page" and into your speaking memory 
before you begin to cue-and-say. Whatever you do, avoid looking at the page while 
cueing and saying. You can click on each sentence to check your liaisons if you wish.  

1. "I have ice cream if you'd like it." 
2."When-are you going to pick-up your room?" 
3. "If you're even in this neighborhood, look us up." 
4. "Jump in and get wet all over!" 
5. "Dinner will be ready in an hour." 
6. "In just a minute I'll look for it in your closet." 
7. "I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America...." 
8. "Put on a clean undershirt after your bath." 
9. "Have you heard Ernest singing a song?" 
10. "His name is Arnold Adams." 
11. "What kind of an education is that?" 
12. "Did you have an accident with your apple sauce?"  

Advance to PG-3: EF-C 
Return to Table of Contents 

1. "I have-ice cream-if you'd like-it." 
[5-s,5-t,3-t,2-s,5-t,3-s,2-s,3-m,5-t,8-c,1-s,6-s,5-t,2-t,5-s] 
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2. "When-are you going to pick-up your room?"  

3. "If you're-ever-in-our neighborhood, look-us-up."  

4. "Jump-in-and get wet-all-over!"  

5. "Dinner will be ready-in-an-hour."  

6. "In just-a minute-I'll look for-it-in your closet."  

7. "I pledge-allegiance to the Flag-of the United States-of-
America...."  

8. "Put-on-a clean-undershirt-after your bath."  

9. "Have you heard-Ernest singing-a song?"  

10. "His name-is-Arnold-Adams."  

11. "What kind-of-an-education-is that?"  

12. "Did you have-an-accident with your-apple sauce?"  

x  

x  

x  

x  

x  

x  

x  

x  
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NURSERY RHYME CUE-TIPS 

How delightful it is today to see little children playing and chanting "Ring around the 
roses, pocket full of posies; ashes, ashes, all fall down!" The cause for celebration in 
"Ring around the roses" was not always so harmless; it deals wit one of the grim 
periods of English medical history. At the time of the Black Plague in England the first 
signs of a victim was a ring of red rash around the neck (roseola). As the disease 
progressed there was a horrible body stench which was combatted by filling the 
pockets of the victim with sweet-smelling flowers. Eventually those so stricken would 
"all fall down" -- dead! 

Children at the time of the Black Plague coped with the horrors they couldn't 
understand by playing this rhyming game. For some aesthetic reason the game and its 
rhyme lives on in the folklore of children just as the playful "logic" of other nursery 
rhymes survives in the language/play of children today.  

Nursery rhymes are a vital part of the language/play of small children. Though 
hearing and repeating these jingles children develop a working knowledge of speech 
rhythms. They rapidly develop a rich (sometimes exotic!) vocabulary. Their memory 
span for longer language units is stretched. Their fantasy life is enhanced, and they are 
introduced to a life-long appreciation of poetry and song. Hearing-impaired children 
who are exposed to languag for direct communication only are deprived of much of this 
important language/play. Small wonder that some popular nursery rhymes have been 
translated into sign language for Deaf children.  

Of course, children who are being exposed to language via Cued Speech enjoy 
additional advantages:  

1. All nursery rhymes can be cued, and  
2. None of the aesthetic rhythm and rhyme of these lyrics is lost.  

But there is a catch. Fluent cueing of even the simplest nursery rhyme takes skill. The 
novice cuer who is still struggling with simple phrases such as "Have a cookie!" may 
see this as a colossal waste of time and effort. Not true. Here's why: 

1. Children always want to hear the same nursery rhymes over and over again. The 
initial investment will pay off many times over.  

2. Learning to cue nursery rhymes will do wonders for the cueing parent or 
teacher who will soon be faced with far more complex sentences, involved 
explanations and stories. Nurseryrhymes are excellent "boot training" for more 
fluent cueing.  

3. Learning to cue nursery rhymes will give the parent, teacher, and clinician a 
whole new appreciation of this "first literature for children."  

4. Because most nursery rhymes are stored in one's oral (rather than visual) 
memory bank, the process helps one to cue words as they are said rather than 
how they are spelled. 

Some popular rhymes are included below, both to prime your memory and to check 
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your recall of handshapes, hand positions, and rules for combining phrases. If some 
pronunciations differ, always substitute your own dialect preferences. Those nursery 
rhymes which are easier to cue fluently are presented first. Practice each line slowly, 
chanting (or singing) as you go. Speed and natural rhythms will come with familiarity. 
Learn each rhyme thoroughly before proceeding to the next. When you get to the 
point where you begin ading your own favorite nursery rhymes to your repertoire, 
you'll know you are on the right track. 

ONE, TWO -- BUCKLE MY SHOE 

6-s/d,4-s  5-c  4-s/d,2-s/d6-s  5-s,5-t  6-c 

One,       two,     buckle       my      shoe. 
 
7-s,3-m  5-c,3-s   6-s/d5-s   2-s/d  1-c,3-s 
Three,    four,     shut      the     door. 
 

5-s,5-t,2-s  3-t,2-s,3-s   1-t,2-s/d,1-s  3-s,5-t,2-s,3-s 
Five,         six,          pick-up        sticks. 
 
3-c,2-s/d,4-c,5-t,5-s  6-c,5-t  2-c,5-s 3-s,5-s,3-c,5-t,5-s 
Seven-eight,             lay     them     straight. 
 

4-s,5-t,4-s  5-c,4-s  4-t,7-s  5-t,5-s  3-c,4-s 
Nine,        ten,      big      fat      hen. 

LONDON BRIDGE 

6-s/d,4-s,1-s,5-t,4-s  4-s,3-t,7-t,2-s  5-c,6-t,8-s 
London                 bridge-is         falling 

 
            1-s,5-t,4-s 
              down, 
 
5-c,5-t,8-s  1-s,5-t,4-s  5-c,5-t,8-s  1-s,5-t,4-s 
Falling        down,          falling     down. 

 
6-s/d,4-s,1-s,5-t,4-s  4-s,3-t,7-t,2-s  5-c,6-t,8-s 
London                 bridge-is         falling 
 
1-s,5-t,4-s  5-s,5-t  5-c,3-s   6-c,5-t,1-t[or 1-m] 

  down,        My      fair       lady! 

JACK, BE NIMBLE 

7-t,2-s  4-m  4-t,5-s,4-s/d,6-s  7-t,2-s 4-m  2-s,6-t,2-s 
Jack,    be    nimble,            Jack,  be    quick, 
 

7-t,2-s 7-s/d,5-s,1-s,5-s/f2-m  2-s/d  2-t,4-s,1-s/d,6-s 
Jack     jumped-over             the      candle - 
 
        3-s,5-t,2-s 
          stick. 

LITTLE BO-PEEP 
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6-t,5-s/d6-s  4-sif,1-m,1-s  3-t,2-s 6-c,3-s,5-s  3-m 
Little          Bo - Peep      has     lost       her 
 
6-m,1-s  5-t,4,s,1-s  2-t,4-s,5-s  5-c,6-s  4-c,3-s  5-t 
sheep,     and        can't         tell     where    to 

 
5-s,5-t,4-s,1-s 2-c,4-s  6-m,2-s  2-c,5-s/d,6-s/f,4-s 
find             them.    Leave    them-alone, 
 
5-t,4-s,1-s  2-c,5-t,6-s  2-s/d,5-s 3-s/f,5-s, 6-t,7-t,8-s 

and           they'll      come     home,       Wagging 
 
2-c,3-s  5-c,5-t,6-s,2-s  4-t,3-s,5-t,4-s,1-s  2-c,5-s 
their     tails            behind               them. 

TWINKLE, TWINKLE, LITTLE STAR 

5-s,6-t,8-s,2-s/d,6-s  5-s,6-t,8-s,2-s/d,6-s  6-t,5-s/d,6-s 

Twinkle,                twinkle,               little   
 
3-s,5-s/f,3-s  3-s,5-t  5-s,5-t  6-s/d,4-s,1-m  4-s/d,5-s 
star!            How      I        wonder        what 
 

8-c   5-s/f,3-s  5-s/d,1-s/d,4-s/d,2-s  2-s/d  6-m,6-s,1-s 
you    are!        Up-above              the    world 
 
3-s/f  3-s,5-t  6-s,5-t,2-s/d  1-s,5-t,5-s/d,4-s,1-t,4-s 
so      high --   Like-a        diamond-in 
 

2-s/d  3-s,2-s,5-t 
the     sky! 

MARY HAD A LITTLE LAMB 

5-c,3-t  3-t,1-s/d  6-t,5-s/d,6-s  6-t,5-s  5-t,5-s,3-s 
Mary       had-a     little         lamb,     Its 

 
5-s,6-m,3-s  6-s/d,2-s  4-s,5-t,5-t,2-s  3-s,4-s/f 
fleece        was         white-as         snow; 
 
5-t,4-s,1-c,2-s,3-c,4-c,3-s  2-t,5-s  5-c,3-t  6-c,4-s,5-s 

And - everywhere             that      Mary      went, 
 
2-s/d  6-t,5-s  6-s/d,2-s  6-t,3-s  5-c  7-s/f 
The     lamb      was       sure    to    go. 

THREE BLIND MICE 

7-s,3-m  4-s,6-s,5-t,4-s,1-s  5-s,5-t,3-s 

Three      blind                mice! 
 
7-s,3-m  4-s,6-s,5-t,4-s,1-s  5-s,5-t,3-s 
Three      blind                mice! 
 

 
3-m  3-s,5-t  2-c,5-t  3-s/d,4-s 
See   how      they      run!   
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3-m  3-s,5-t  2-c,5-t  3-s/d,4-s 
See   how      they      run!   
 
2-c,V-t  5-c,6-s  3-t,4-t,5-s,5-m  2-s/d  5-s/f,3-s,5-m2-s 
They      all      ran - after      the    farmers 

 
6-s,5-t,5-s  3-c  2-s/d,5-c,5-s  2-c,3-m  5-c,5-t,6-s,2-ss 
wife,        Who   cut-off        their    tales 
 
6-t,2-s/d  2-s/f-3-s,2-t,8-s  4-s,5-t,5-s  1-t,7-c  5-c,2-m 

with - a    carving            knife.      Did-you   ever 
 
3-m  3-s/d,8-s/d 3-s,5-t,5-t,4-s  8-m  6-s,5-t,5-t,2-s 
see    sucha      sight-in        yer   life-as 
 
7-s,3-m  4-s,6-s,5-t,4-s,1-s  5-s,5-t,3-s 

three      blind               mice! 

OLD MOTHER HUBBARD 

5-s/f,6-s,1-s,  5-s/d,2-m  3-s/d,4-m,1-s  6-c,4-s,5-t 2-s/d 
Old              Mother     Hubbard         went-to    the 
 

2-s/d4-m,1-s  5-t 7-t,5-s  3-m  1-t,3-s  1-c,7-s/d  
cupboard      to   get     her   poor     dog-a 
 
4-s/f,4-s  4-c,4-s  6-m  8-s/f,5-s  2-c,3-s  2-s/d 
bone.       When     she   got      there     the 
 

2-s/d,4-m,1-s  6-s/d,2-s  4-c,3-s  5-t,4-s,1-s  3-s/f  2-s/d 
cupboard        was        bare, --  and         so     the 
 
1-t,3-s  1-c,7-s  3-t,1-s   4-s/d,4-s 
poor     dog      had        none! 

Advance to 99 Most Common Words 
Return to Table of Contents 
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CUED SPEECH – ADDITIONAL RESOURCES 
 
BOOKS : 
The Cued Speech Resource Book for Parents of Deaf Children; R. Orin Cornett, Ph.D. & Mary Elsie Daisey, M.Ed.; National 
Cued Speech Association; 2nd Edition; 2001. 

                                                                                        
 
Cued Speech and Cued Language for Deaf and Hard of Hearing Children; Edited by:  Carol J. LaSasso, Kelly Lamar Crain, 
Jacqueline Leybaert; Plural Publishing; 2010. 
 
NCSA CUED SPEECH DICTIONARY:  Includes instructions (Cue Notation) for cueing over 1000 words in American English. 
http://www.cuedspeech.org/pdfs/Cued_Speech_Dictionary.pdf  
  
ARTICLE:  Trends in Amplification, “Cued Speech for Enhancing Speech Perception and First Language Development of 
Children with Cochlear Implants”, Jacqueline Leybaert, PhD, and Carol J. LaSasso, PhD; 2010. 
http://tia.sagepub.com/content/14/2/96.full.pdf  
 
LINKS: 
The National Cued Speech Association (NCSA):  www.cuedspeech.org 
Primary starting point in search for any and all information about Cued Speech 
 
The Cued Speech Discovery Bookstore:  www.cuedspeech.com 
The online bookstore of the NCSA, with a plethora of products supporting the use of Cued Speech, links to cueing 
websites around the world, and up-to-date info on Cue camps and other Cue-related events 
 
Language Matters, Inc.:  www.language-matters.com 
Signed language, cued language, and spoken language programs, products, and services 
 
TECUnit; Training, Evaluation, and Certification Unit, Inc.:  www.tecunit.org 
The national certifying body for Cued Language Transliterators 
 
Alexander Graham Bell Montessori School & AEHI:  www.agbms.org 
A Montessori school where deaf and hearing children ages 6 months through 12 years learn together and where 
teachers, therapists, and other staff make spoken language accessible via the use of Cued Speech.  Monthly Cued Speech 
workshops are offered on site – and staff will travel to provide workshops offsite as well. 

 
USE QR CODE…   OR TEXT “CUECOLLEGE” TO 22828 
 

 

 

To be added to our mailing list and receive periodic (infrequent!!) updates about: 

 Launch of Cued Speech online learning website www.CueCollege.org 

 Links to full footage of all videos from which clips were shown at EHDI 2015 

 News about Cued Speech that would be of interest at the national level 
 
 

http://www.cuedspeech.org/pdfs/Cued_Speech_Dictionary.pdf
http://tia.sagepub.com/content/14/2/96.full.pdf
http://www.cuedspeech.org/
http://www.cuedspeech.com/
http://www.language-matters.com/
http://www.tecunit.org/
http://www.agbms.org/
http://www.cuecollege.org/
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