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Reading Realities for All 
Children:

Facts are Facts



Reading Realities for All Children

 24% of US 4th graders read proficiently
 37% do not have basic reading skills
 44 million adults in US can’t read well enough to 

read a simple story to a child
 In 1999, only 53 percent of children aged 3-5 were 

read to daily by a family member
 The average middle-class first grader has been read 

to more than 1250 hours 
 For some children in low-income families, the 

comparable figure is 25 hours
University of Chicago



Reading Realities for All Children

More than $2 billion is spent each year on students 
who repeat a grade because they have reading 
problems

Children who have not developed literacy in 
kindergarten are 3-4 times more likely to drop out in 
later years

 21 million Americans can’t read at all, 45 million are 
marginally illiterate and one-fifth of high school 
graduates can’t read their diplomas



Reading Realities for All Children

 A child who has been read to from a young 
age:
Is better prepared to learn to read

(National Reading Panel, 2000)

Has heard more than 30 million words by age
3 and has a vocabulary of 20,000 words by 
age 6
Hart and Risley, 1995, Meaningful Differences in the 
Everyday Experiences of Young Children

Scores highest on reading, math, and general 
knowledge tests
Christian, Morrison, and Bryant, 1998 Predicting 
Kindergarten Academic Skills



Hearing Impairment and Literacy 
 Reading problems stem from:

Phonological awareness/phonemic awareness 
and decoding difficulties

Inadequate language (reduced content, form 
and use)

Lack of experiences and world 
knowledge/current events knowledge

Difficulties understanding another’s 
perspective, dialogue and narrative language 
skills

Lack of exposure to books being read to 
them/book knowledge



Shared Storybook 
Reading

Why teach parents to read to their 
children?

Don’t they already know how?



Why should we teach parents to read 
to their child?

 Provides the child a reading role model
 Speech and audition share a common linguistic base 

with reading and writing
 Improves complexity and structure of language
 Improves critical reasoning skills
 Teaches letters and sounds and rhyming 
Conditions child to associate reading with pleasure
 Improves vocabulary and grammar
 Improves attention span
 Stimulates imagination
 Improves academic success and future career

Treleese, J. (2001)



What is the most important 
childhood activity?

“Intentional” Shared Storybook Reading

Can systematically build children’s 
knowledge of language, literacy and the 
world around them.

 1985 National Commission on Reading:

Reading aloud to children is the single most 
important activity for literacy development 
and eventual reading success!



“Intentional” Shared 
Storybook Reading 

Curriculum
Strategies and Suggestions



Suggestions for Reading 
With Your Child

Getting Ready

A comfortable chair or couch for cuddling and 
close viewing

Twenty minutes of un-interrupted time
A good book or three
Pick books with rhymes, repetition, big 

unexpected events, problems to solve, and are 
PRINT salient

A happy frame of mind, have fun, laugh and 
smile

Ask “what do you think this story is going to be 
about?” let’s think about the title and the 
pictures/illustrations on the COVER and on the 
BACK and on the FIRST PAGE



Suggestions for Reading 
With Your Child

Read in your best, most expressive voice
Take on voices of characters
Use a somewhat slow rate
Be sure the child can see the print as you read, 

point to the print
Let the child hold the book or turn the pages
Observe , Wait , and Listen to your child
Use acoustic highlighting
Read the same books your child enjoys OVER 

and OVER
Let the child see you read often
Continue to read to your child even after he is a 

“reader”



Suggestions for Reading 
With Your Child

Let the child chime in on rhymes, repeats, refrains
Use auditory closure and “expectant lean” 

strategies
Let the child re-tell the story
Pose questions, “what would YOU do if…”
Plan a follow-up, related activity
Ask, “What do you think will happen next?”
Make distinctions between what is a letter, sound, 

word, sentence, and paragraph
Read first, without always showing the pictures



“Intentional” Shared Storybook 
Reading

 Promotes Language and Literacy in the following 
areas:

Print Knowledge
Word Knowledge
Phonological Knowledge
Alphabet Knowledge
Narrative Knowledge
World Knowledge



Building Print 
Knowledge

How?



Print Knowledge

 Provides a tool for translating the alphabetic code to 
decode words which facilitates reading 
comprehension

 Understanding of
Printed letters
Printed words
Book conventions

Differences between print and pictures
Print carrying meaning
How to hold a book, turn the pages, and read 

from left to right



Activities to Encourage 
Print Awareness

 Goal: to understand the role of words as carrying meaning

 Storybook: Growing Vegetable Soup
(1987) by Lois Ehlert

 Description: bold pictures with salient large print, sequence 
from planting, growing, harvesting, preparing, and eating 
vegetables, point to words when reading, comment about 
pictures, letters and words, these words tell the story, what 
does this word above the shovel say?, find another word that 
looks like this



Activities to Encourage 
Print Awareness

 To identify environmental print and how print can change 
to represent meaning of vocabulary and words in songs

 Storybook: The Wheels on the Bus
(1990) Paul O. Zelinsky

 Description: the song is written along with illustrations of the  
bus moving through town with various environmental print 
signs. Point out print on signs and in speech bubbles. The 
words are written to represent the meaning of vocabulary 
such as “bumpety bump”, “round and round” and “up and 
down”.



Building Word 
Knowledge

How?



Word Knowledge

 Understanding and using words of different form 
classes (nouns, verbs, adjectives, adverbs) and 
having a word repertoire for representing thoughts, 
needs interests, and ideas
An object is first described as big, then large, then 

gigantic and monstrous
Give greater precision in representing thoughts
Greater word knowledge improves reading 

comprehension



Activities to Encourage 
Word Knowledge

 Goal: to understand body parts and senses and object functions 
“What do you do with your nose?” and “What do you smell?” and 
“What do you smell with?”

 Storybook: My Five Senses 
(1989) Alki

Description:  A little boy takes a senses adventure seeing, hearing, 
tasting, smelling and touching various objects.  These verbs are 
repeated throughout the story along with word “senses”.  You can 
expand by teaching quality concepts with seeing (bright, shiny), 
hearing (loud, quiet), tasting (yummy, delicious, awful, yucky, sweet, 
sour), and touching (rough, smooth, bumpy, scratchy, silky).  Teach 
body parts (eyes, ears, nose, hands, and mouth). Expand by playing 
Simon Says with directions such as touch your body part, or touch 
the rough one then taste the sweet one, etc. 



Activities to Encourage 
Word Knowledge

 Goal: to understand and use verbs and verb morphology and to 
increase verb vocabulary along with less familiar animal and 
animal part vocabulary

 Storybook: Dinnertime
(2007) Jan Pienkowski

 Description: animals appear to eat a frog (vulture, gorilla, tiger, 
crocodile, shark).  Discuss monkey, gorilla, alligator, crocodile. 
They go away with past tense verbs (flapped, plodded through 
the jungle, bounded into the river, rubbed eyes and floated 
dozily out to sea, and gobbled him up).  Point out parts of 
animals such as sharp teeth, pointy snout, whiskers, fangs, beak).



Building 
Phonological 
Knowledge

How?



Phonological Knowledge
Tips for Parents

 Draw attention to words, syllables, and sounds 
Look for things we see that rhyme with bag.
Look for things that start with the /b/ sound.
Look for things that end with a /p/ sound.
Count the syllables in bicycle.
Count the sounds in hat.
How many words are in this sentence?
I will say the sounds in this word and you guess the 

word.
Look at the first letter of this word.



Activities to Encourage 
Phonological Knowledge

 Goal: to segment words into syllables and blend parts of 
words

 Storybook: If You Give a Pig a Pancake 
(1998) by Laura Numeroff

 Description: includes many compound words. Comment 
on word parts, clap parts of word, say parts of word 
separately, pan and cake are two little words, what 
happens when we put them together? (homesick, 
suitcase, backyard, mailbox, wallpaper) Where do I start 
reading on this page?



Activities to Encourage 
Phonological Knowledge

 Goal: to demonstrate rhyme awareness and rhyme 
production

 Storybook: Llama Llama Mad at Mama
(2007) Anna Dewdney

 Description: few boldly printed words per page with rhyming 
words, comment on how the words rhyme, ask what words 
rhyme, think of other words that rhyme, use auditory closure 
and expectant lean to prompt the rhyming word. Point out 
the letters in the words that 
rhyme(signs/lines,fun/sun,car/are,treat/seat, feet/sweet, etc.) 
Some words are in bold. Generate rhyming words for these 
(whine/line,play/day).



Activities to Encourage 
Phonological Knowledge

 Goal: to demonstrate awareness of and produce 
beginning sounds and rhyming and to understand 
consonant digraphs have two letters, but make one sound

 Storybook: Sheep in a Shop 
(1991) by Nancy Shaw

 Description: the sheep must find a present for the birthday 
party. Comment on the beginning sounds of words, say the 
first sounds of words, say sheep slowly, shhhh…ok stop, that 
is first sound, find two words that start with the same sound, 
what letters make this sound?



Building Alphabet 
Knowledge

How?



Alphabet Knowledge

 Important aspect of literacy development during 
preschool and kindergarten

 Alphabet knowledge is a good predictor of reading 
success

 Amount of experience with books and print predicts 
alphabet knowledge in K and 1st grade

 Alphabet knowledge are better able to benefit from 
phonics instruction in K



Activities to Encourage 
Alphabet  Knowledge

 Goal: to develop an interest in alphabet letters

 Storybook: Dr. Seuss’s ABC
(1963) Dr. Seuss

 Description: print-salient qualities: few words per page, 
repetitive print, and print embedded in the illustrations 
familiar for children. Letters are a prominent feature within 
the text and illustrations. Comment and point to letters.



Activities to Encourage 
Alphabet Knowledge

 Goal: to identify several letters in his or her own name, to identify 
letters and match letters and print throughout the text, to identify 
uppercase and lowercase letters

 Storybook: Alphabears, An ABC Book
(1984)Kathleen Hague

 Description: few words in large print are used to tell stories about 
bears. The initial letter is bolded and in color. Talk about capital 
letters, uppercase letters, and lowercase letters. “Find all the B 
letters  Look, this letter is e like in your name. Your name starts 
with this letter B.” Find letters within the pictures.



Building Narrative 
Knowledge

How?



Narrative Knowledge

 A child’s spoken and written descriptions of real or 
fictional events experienced in the past, the present, 
or the future.

 A narrative contains a minimum of two sequential 
independent clauses.

 Narratives are de-contextualized monologues (their 
focus is on people, characters, and events not in the 
present.



Activities to Encourage 
Narrative Knowledge

 Goal: to discuss the sequence of events in a story

 Storybook: The Very Hungry Caterpillar 
(1994) by Eric Carle

 Description: A caterpillar travels during the week in search of 
food before building a cocoon and becoming a butterfly.  
Adverbs allow elaboration on how and in what ways events 
occur as we tell narratives. Prompts child to recall events and 
predict what might happen next. Discuss days of the week. 
Discuss the highpoint in the story when he finally becomes a 
butterfly. Sequence the foods he ate from first to last in left to 
right order. Talk about the time and place in the story and how it 
changes.



Activities to Encourage 
Narrative Knowledge

 Goal: to discuss the characters, time sequence, and setting of a 
story

 Storybook: Only My Dad and Me
(2003) Alyssa Satin Capucilli

 Description: This story chronicles a Dad and Son across different 
seasons of the year. It occurs across multiple settings.  Who are 
the characters? Where are the characters? When did the 
characters do rake leaves, roll snowballs, take hikes, pick shells, 
celebrate.  Discuss setting answers where? And when? Where 
are they now? When is this? That is the setting. The setting in this 
story changes.



Building World 
Knowledge

How?



World Knowledge

Children understand concepts such as:
Cultural diversity
Money
Character, emotions, and temperment
Nature, time, geography, weather
Life issues (birth, death, divorce)



Activities to Encourage 
World Knowledge

 Goal: to understand different cultures
 Storybook:  The Legend of the Indian Paintbrush

(1988) Tomie dePaolo

 Description: An American Indian boy learns to paint beautiful 
pictures on the plains using the colors of sunsets for inspiration.  
He leaves his paintbrushes on a hillside and the brushes  multiply 
into plants of brilliant reds, oranges and yellows. Every spring the 
hills and meadows burst into bloom with “indian paintbrush 
blooms”. Discuss costumes and legends to discover. Reference 
print and beginning sounds. Extend world knowledge by 
conversing about the people and places in the illustrations.



Activities to Encourage 
World Knowledge

 Goal: to understand characters, emotions, and temperment and 
to discuss loneliness, missing someone you love and not 
appreciating them when they are around

 Storybook: Duck at the Door
(2007) Jackie Urbanovic

 Description: A duck knocks on the door of a house full of animals 
late at night. He stayed behind when his flock flew south because 
he thought he would like the cold, but he didn’t and he was 
lonely.He stayed many months and became a nuisance to the 
other animals. They were excited for him to leave and join his 
flock…so, he left in the spring.  The animals missed him and 
couldn’t wait for him to come back to stay the next winter. Discuss 
feelings of loneliness, missing someone, bothering people, etc.



Can We Provide A Parent 
Curriculum to Improve the Quality 

of the Reading Experience?

Most certainly, “Yes!”
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