
Literacy through Film-

making:

An interactive classroom 

activity



Learning Objective(s):

� To explain at least 3 benefits of film making, its 

impact on literacy and its capacity to facilitate 

positive interactions within the family.

� To describe the steps involved in making a 

film/documenting a story.

� To discuss the role of technology in language 

development.



Theoretical Framework

Cummins Vygotsky



Cummins

Understanding concepts in learners’ native language

Creating a film



Vygotsky

Instructional scaffolding:  with adults who can 

guide, model and assist 



Steps 

to create 

a film script



1.  Reading aloud

2.  Pre-writing

3.  Drafting

6.  Filming & 

editing

6.  Filming & 

editing

5.  Re-writing

4.  Revising & 

editing

4.  Revising & 

editing

8.  Publishing

7.  Drafting, 

& re-writing

7.  Drafting, 

revising/editing, 

& re-writing



� Adult(s): Provide inspirational story options 

� Adult(s): Dave Schleper’s 15 principles for     
reading aloud 

(1)  Deaf readers are not constrained by the 
text

(2)  Deaf readers make what is implied 
explicit

(3)  Deaf readers connect concepts in the story 
to the real world

� Adult(s) & Students: Discussion 

1.  Reading aloud



� Students: Select a short-story 

� Adult(s): Offer support

Guided Questions:

(a) The film you are going to create is for a particular audience.  
Describe this audience.  

(b) Which short story do you think is most relevant to the 
audience and will engage them the most?  Why?

(d) Which story do you think lends itself to the writing of a script 
and the making of a film, in the time that we have?  Why? 

(e) What is the purpose of creating this film?  What goal(s) do 
you want to achieve?

2.  Pre-writing



� Adult(s):

(a)  A mini-lesson on the basic elements of 
a story plot

(b)  Provide a plot diagram as a graphic 
organizer

-visual

-sequence

� Students:

(a)  review the short story

(b)  select elements of the short story and 
insert them appropriately in the plot diagram





� Adult(s):

(a) A  mini-lesson on what screenplay 

writing should include:

(1)  background/setting

(2) characters

(3)  non-verbal actions 

(4)  dialogues/private thoughts/inner 

talk 

(5)  points of view/camera angle

(6)  transitions



� Students:

(a)  Brainstorming 

(1)  Story fillers

(2)  Screenplay writing

� Technology:  iPads

� Adult(s):

(a)  observe and provide input



3.  Drafting

� Students: ‘Write’ first draft in ASL

Rules for writing a script in ASL: 

(a) clear and crisp productions of ASL

(b) conceptual accuracy

(c) complete thoughts 

(d) use of role-shifting to show dialogue between 

characters

(e) use of appropriate facial expressions

� Technology:  iMovie



� Adult(s)/Students:

(a)  Teacher/Student writing conference

4.  Revising and Editing 



(a)  Smooth transition between scenes?

(b)  Appropriate setting/background?

(c) Actions of the characters clearly described?

(d)  Points of view/camera angle varied enough?

(e)  Dialogues appropriate?  Make sense?  

(f) What would Deaf people do in this 

situation(s)?  What would a ‘Deaf’ 

environment be? 

(g) How are feelings/emotions portrayed? 



(h)  How to make a big impact on the audience?

(i)   How do you make what is implied explicit?

(j) How do you make the opening more 
captivating?

(k) How do you surprise the audience with the 
ending?

(l)   What is the climax of the story?

(m) What is the purpose of  particular scenes?  What 
are you trying to accomplish?

(n)  What is the tone/attitude of the characters?  Is 
this clearly portrayed in the film?

(o) Is the use of ASL conceptually accurate?

(p)   Is this how you talk with Deaf people?



� Students: ‘Re-write’ in ASL

� Technology:  iMovie

5.  Re-writing



� Students: Filming and editing

� Technology: iMovie or Final Cut Pro

� Adult(s): Provide input

6.  Filming/Editing



� Students: translate ASL into English. 

- dialogues

- background information 

- describe characters’ emotions

� Adult(s): Discuss/provide input on L1 – L2

� Students: Add captions

7.  Drafting, revising/editing, & re-

writing



� Adult(s): Recognize students’   

accomplishments

� Students: Show and tell

8.  Publishing



�Background knowledge/schema

�Rapport 

� L1  &  L2

�Writing sequence

�Outlet for creativity

� Pride and sense of accomplishment

Benefits



�Think outside the box

�Communicate ideas clearly

�Organize thoughts in a logical way  

� See things from different points of view 

�Learn to write a story for an audience

�Change abstract ideas into more concrete 
representations 

�Participate in a collaborative activity

Benefits


