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Kylie
Kylie was born September 16, 2010.  
She referred on her newborn hearing 
screen at birth.  At four weeks of age, 
Kylie received a diagnostic evaluation 
and was identified with a bilateral 
moderate-severe sensorineural 
hearing loss.  She was fitted with 
hearing aids at six weeks of age and 
was quickly enrolled in early 
intervention.  She received excellent 
services from the Infant Toddler 
Program and the Idaho Educational 
Services for the Deaf and Blind.

Currently, Kylie attends a preschool 
for the deaf and hard of hearing at 
River Valley Elementary School.  She 
loves school, music, being read to, 
playing with dolls, dressing up in 
princess costumes and ordering her 
older brothers around.  Kylie is an 
outgoing child who is quick to 
befriend anyone.  Kylie loves to sing, 
dance, play outside and look at books.  
She participates in Basque dancing, 
Kindermusic, library story time, swim 
lessons and runs in summer track 
meets.  She is a member of Hands and 
Voices, a parent support group.



Ryder
Ryder was born on February 12, 2007.  
He was a healthy, term, ten pound 
baby who referred on his hearing 
screen at birth.  At six weeks of age, 
he was diagnosed with a bilateral 
moderate-severe sensorineural 
hearing loss.

He was fitted with hearing aids at 
seven weeks of age and was enrolled 
in early intervention.  He received 
wonderful services from the Infant 
Toddler Program and from the Idaho 
Educational Services for the Deaf and 
Blind.

Ryder is now a second grader who is 
excelling academically.  He is an avid 
talker and is learning to speak French 
at school.  He loves art, animals, 
reading and listening to music.  Ryder 
participates in numerous sports and 
activities including Boy Scouts, 
baseball, basketball, snowboarding 
and swim team.  He just started piano 
lessons and loves them!  He is a 
delightful boy with a quick and easy 
smile.  Ryder enjoys meeting new 
people and is involved with Hands 
and Voices.



Mavis
Ever since Mavis Erwin was a little 
girl, she has loved biology, math 
and science.  Her childhood 
passion was bones and she would 
spend hours building skeleton 
models from dead critters she 
found around Idaho.  Naturally, 
this led to an undergraduate 
double major in biology and 
biomedical physics and Mavis 
earned her B.A. from California 
State University, Northridge in 
2004. 

After working for three years as a 
Research Lab Technician, she 
enrolled in the Physiology PhD 
program in the School of Medicine 
at University of Utah and received 
her degree in May of 2014.  Mavis 
currently has four medical research 
publications in her name and plans 
on doing more.  In addition to her 
biological interests, she is also an 
avid long distance bicycle racer and 
loves to build and fix things.  



Malee
Emalee was born in October of 
2006. She has had multiple ear 
infections and 3 tympanoplasties. 
She has conductive hearing loss 
and received her hearing aids in 
2014. Emalee loves her hearing aids 
because they have opened up the 
world to her.

Emalee attends public school 
and loves spending time being 
spoiled by her grandparents, 
playing baseball, Awana , 
gymnastics, and fishing. She is 
learning Cued speech and loves to 
teach her 9 siblings, parents and 
many nieces and nephews the new 
words she can cue. She has two 
dogs and two cats. She is a self 
proclaimed daddy's girl whose 
dream is to own a red tractor with a 
scoop on the front.



Rosalee
Rosalee Mae is a sweet 2 1/2 year old 
who has one of the kindest 
hearts! She loves to help her mom 
and dad around the house almost as 
much as she loves to play with her 
friends at the park. Don't let her 
cherubic smile fool you, she's 
definitely got some tomboy in her -
she loves the show 'How to Train 
your Dragon' as well as the TV show 
'Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles.' She 
goes around flying on her dragons 
and using her "turtle power" to save 
the day! Rosalee loves to read any 
book she can get her hands on, loves 
to color and paint, and just loves 
exploring the world around her! She 
was diagnosed with moderate to 
severe hearing loss on one side, and 
normal hearing on the other. She 
hasn't let that slow her down at 
all! With the help of her Baha, Rosalee 
is able to localize sounds, understand 
speech very well for her age, and her 
speech is right on track.



Joaquin
Joaquin is an 8 year old caring, 
empathetic person with a mature 
soul. He loves to love the people 
and animals in his life. Joaquin lost 
his hearing at the age of 22 months 
due to bacterial meningitis, 
resulting in the implantation of his 
Cochlear devices. While the process 
has been difficult from the early 
stages of diagnosis, as parents we 
have also experienced much 
jubilation in seeing him reach 
numerous milestones twice; eating, 
walking, talking, etc. The Oregon 
Educational Services have been 
supportive of Joaquin from 
Kindergarten through his current 
2nd grade. He is an avid reader. He 
loves to color, listen to music, play 
video games, loves to ride horses 
and he loves being with his family!



Mary
Mary was a very healthy newborn with 
personality and chubby rolls from day 1! She 
also failed her new born hearing screening. 
We didn’t know how to process that news as 
hearing loss was not at all on our list of 
typical new parent concerns. After being 
referred to an Audiologist, and many tears, 
we struggled through our first ABR test 
hoping that the initial screening was wrong 
and this test would say her hearing was 
normal. It did not turn out that way. Mary 
was diagnosed with mild/moderate bilateral 
sensorineural hearing loss. The Audiologist 
explained that she could hear, but not well, 
and she would greatly benefit from wearing 
hearing aids. It was devastating news and we 
worried about so many things… would she 
hate wearing the aids, would people stare at 
her, would she learn to speak normally, 
would she struggle in school and in social 
situations???

Mary has worn her little pink hearing aids 
since she was 3 months old. There were times 
when she liked to pull them out, play with 
them and loose them, but we got creative and 
kept her wearing them. Today, she is an 
amazing 2 ½ year old who speaks in 
sentences and is the life of every party. She is 
incredibly smart, social, funny and a leader. 
She loves music, dancing, soccer, swimming 
and looking at books. We know that her 
hearing loss will give her challenges 
throughout her life, but we wouldn’t change 
one thing about her because Mary is 
amazing. 



Jordan
Jordan is a 13-year-old from Meridian, where 
he lives with his mom, dad, older brother 
and sister, and his puppy Blu. Jordan enjoys 
outdoor recreation including biking, 
sledding, and swimming. He has attended 
Deaf camps in Oregon, Idaho and New York 
each summer since he was six, and there has 
enjoyed rock climbing, kayaking, and eating 
s'mores.

Jordan is currently excelling as a 7th grader 
at Sawtooth Middle School in their 
Deaf/Hard of Hearing program. His favorite 
subjects are math and tech/engineering. He 
is an avid reader, and loves public speaking.  
He has ASL interpreters in each of his classes. 
He hopes to attend ISDB in Gooding starting 
8th grade, and be on their Academic Bowl 
team (and on the speech and debate team at 
Gooding High School). He plans to attend the 
National Technical Institute of the Deaf at 
RIT in New York, studying chemistry and 
pyrotechnics.

Jordan was born with a moderate-to-severe 
hearing loss, which now has progressed to a 
severe-to-profound loss in both ears. He 
wears hearing aids, and is a potential 
candidate for a cochlear implant. Jordan 
prefers to both speak and use sign language, 
and loves anything that is captioned. He has 
had ISDB support starting at one month old, 
where Jill Muir from ISDB was our outreach 
consultant.



Sam
Sam (16) was adopted from Korea 
when he was 2 1/2. We didn't find 
out about his hearing loss until he 
was in first grade. He is registered 
with the State of Idaho in the 
Deaf/Blind program. He is Hard of 
Hearing. We wish that we had 
know about his hearing loss as 
early as possible. It is so much 
easier to help them if that is so.



Naomi
Our little girl, was placed into "care" 
(Foster) at the age of 4 months with 
failure to thrive. She was diagnosed 
with the newborn hearing screening, 
but due to birthparent neglect it 
wasn't followed up on until she was 
in our care and several months into 
that as it was. She is profoundly 
deaf. She is a miracle child in that 
both her cochlea are not formed and 
the 8th nerve on each side is 
malformed. Med-El in Austria made 
a custom device to anchor to the 
outside of the mass (cochlea) and then 
attach directly to the 8th nerve. They 
really didn't think it would work, but 
she has very acute hearing. It is now 
the long process of determining just 
what she hears (digital impulses) and 
teaching her what they mean. She 
will be undergoing her second 
implant on the 22nd of September. I 
could go on and on and on with our 
miracle story but that is enough for 
now.



� Contact pediatric audiology offices throughout 
the state to see if they would be interested in 
this project

� Contact professional photographer to do this 
pro bono

� Have an explanatory letter and a photo release 
consent form

� Advertise through Hands and Voices state 
newsletters and pediatric audiology offices

� Conduct trainings with audiology staff on how 
to utilize the photos with parents



Wanted: Pictures for the “Wall of Fame”

When your child was diagnosed with a hearing loss, do you remember feeling…?

� alone

� grief stricken

� confused

� lonely

� saddened

� isolated

� hopelessness about the diagnosis and your child

As parents of children with hearing loss, we have a tremendous opportunity to give HOPE to other 
families who receive the news that their child has a hearing loss.  Idaho Sound Beginnings is 
working on a “Wall of Fame” showcasing pictures of babies, children, teens and adults who have 
been diagnosed with a hearing loss and are amazing! 

A professional photographer in Boise is taking pictures of participants with hearing loss at no cost.  
These pictures would be displayed in the diagnostic room of audiology offices in Idaho along with 
some information about the person’s age, grade level, interests, sports, hobbies, etc.  

Parents of a newly –identified child with hearing loss would know immediately that they are not 
alone and that their child will be wonderful!  You will get a file in which you can print out this 
professional picture of your child. 

If interested, please fill out the photo consent form, scan and email form to Andrea at 
amestoya@dhw.idaho.gov.  Call Barb Bergeson at Barb Bergeson Studio Gallery at 713-2852 to 
schedule an appointment and know that you are making a powerful difference in others’ lives.  The 
photos and bios shown are examples of what will be in the audiology diagnostic rooms.

“Hope is the thing with feathers that perches in the soul” ~Emily Dickinson



Here is an opportunity to give hope to families 

receiving the news that their child has a hearing 

loss. Andrea Amestoy at Idaho Sound Beginnings 

is working on a project to display pictures of 

children (and adults) with hearing loss, along with 

a bit of information about age, grade level, 

interests, sports, hobbies, etc. in the diagnostic 

room of audiology offices. Parents of a newly-

identified child would know immediately that they 

are not alone, and you get a portrait of your 

child. A professional photographer in Boise 

has agreed to take pictures of children at no 

cost. Contact Andrea at 

AmestoyA@dhw.idaho.gov to learn more. 



ISB Facebook:

� https://www.facebook.co
m/pages/Idaho-Sound-
Beginnings/170842622242
?ref=bookmarks

Idaho Sound Beginnings 
website:

� www.idahosoundbeginni
ngs.dhw.idaho.gov



What Ryder said in video clip 
testimonial on Facebook:

� Ryder Amestoy: "When I was 
born, I referred on my hearing 
screen. My Mom took me to a 
pediatric audiologist when I 
was one month old. I was 
discovered to have a hearing 
loss. I got early intervention 
right away, and I'm doing 
awesome!”

What I posted in Hands & Voices 
newsletter to advertise for video 
testimonials:

� To watch Ryder (the middle kid 
in the line-up above) give his 
pitch, go to the Facebook page 
of Idaho Sound Beginnings. His 
mother, Andrea, would love to 
post more testimonials from 
kids on their page. You can 
"like" and "follow" ISB to learn 
about what they do and support 
their efforts to get every kid 
with a hearing loss a hearing 
screening at birth and timely 
follow-up. 



� Mailed thank you photo 
card to all Idaho 
midwives for 
International Midwives 
Day on May 5th.

� Working with nurses to 
educate new moms 
about NHS protocols, 
hearing loss and 
importance of follow up 
in new moms group.  
Developing canned 
curriculum for that.

� Video of me speaking to 
parents of a child newly 
diagnosed with a 
hearing loss

� Video of me with tips 
and techniques to keep 
hearing aids on (this 
was done prior to the 
Supporting Success for 
Children with Hearing 
Loss brochure.



5/23/2013

Dear Pediatric Audiologists,

I hope this letter finds you well!  If you recall, Idaho Sound Beginnings did a small presentation at the pediatric 
audiology training class last June.  We showed a short video clip that demonstrated how to keep hearing aids on 
young children.

We were able to produce and edit a video that we hope will be of use in the clinical setting.  On the enclosed DVD 
there are two clips: 1. ISB Hearing Aid-Andrea and 2. Just Diagnosed.  They can be found on: video_ts.vob, 
vts_01_1.vob, vts_02_1.vob.  Please take a moment to view these videos and think about how they can be applied to 
your practice when diagnosing a hearing loss.

As a practitioner, you are the one who can gauge parents’ readiness and willingness for new information.  It is with 
great hope that the parents of newly diagnosed children with hearing loss will gain comfort and knowledge knowing 
that they are not isolated and alone in this diagnosis.  

The hearing aid clip shows some practical tips and solutions for attempting to keep hearing aids on young children.  
The just diagnosed clip talks about receiving the diagnosis and the support systems available.

Within three days, Idaho Sound Beginnings has been following up with parents of newly diagnosed hearing.  We 
sincerely hope that this video will provide a continuity of care and consistency when working with these families.

Thank you and please let me know if you have any feedback or questions.

Sincerely,



Personal hope “hall of famers” from the 
Usher Syndrome Coalition

http://www.usher-syndrome.org/

“Time it was
And what a time it was, 
it was
A time of innocence
A time of confidences

Long ago it must be
I have a photograph
Preserve your memories
They're all that's left 
you”

Bookends by Simon and 
Garfunkel




