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	(Writer standing by.) 
>> SPEAKER:  Okay, we've been given the go ahead.  Good morning.  I think it's morning.  It's still morning?  Um, let's do introductions.  My name is Ju‑Lee.  I hail from Lamar University, and the four of us are students at Lamar University.  I'm Ju‑Lee.  There's also Heidi and David, and the three of us work together on this project, gathering research about deaf identity, a very important topic, and I know that you've heard tidbits as the conference has gone along, particularly this morning in the plenary, if you went this morning, you might have heard stories about deaf identity.  How many of you are parents?  Can you indicate if you're a parent?  Yes?  Me too.  I'm a mom.  How many have elementary age children?  How many have upper, high school age kids?  College age?  Yeah?  Okay, great.  That's good.  Identity, um, crucial for all children regardless of hearing status, but for the deaf child, it is critical.  We need for our children to know who they are, to feel a sense of self‑worth and confidence.  We'll go into, um, identity, how it leads to social emotional development and other forms of development as we go on, but as a statement, as we begin, we know that 90 percent of deaf children, or children with a hearing loss, are born to hearing parents.  The three of us were born to hearing parents.  When I was growing up as a kid, um, I only spoke, I only had spoken language until college, and, um, that was a long time ago, and then I discovered sign language, I discovered a different culture, a different world and accepted my deafness.  It was not an easy road, to accept my deafness and my hearing status.  A lot of identity struggles and frustration went into that. 
>> SPEAKER:  My name is David.  As Ju‑Lee said, I also grew up with a hearing family.  I didn't have any kind of gestural communication at home, although I did use some visual language at school.  I didn't go to a deaf school, I was mainstreamed.  I was isolated at times, I was lonely at times.  I didn't go over to my friends' house, you know, for sleepovers, because I didn't want to take out my hearing aids, and I didn't know if I'd be able to follow what was going on, so I was definitely isolated and lonely at younger ages.  Later in life, I learned about my deaf identity, and I started to get involved with deaf groups and deaf community, really immersed myself with American Sign Language and with that community, and that happened for me later in life.  That's my story in brief.  I also grew up with a hearing family.  I learned sign when I was 8 years old at the deaf school.  I didn't really identify myself as a deaf person.  That was a little bit vague for me.  I was in a mainstream school, I was the only deaf child, and then when I got into high school, I went to the deaf school, graduated from there, and it really wasn't until college that I started identifying myself as a deaf person and being strongly confident with that identity.  I had been kind of straddling the fence until then, and then I gave birth to a deaf son, who is now 7 years old, and that process actually helped me kind of reflectively look at my own life and how I had been raised, and that impacted me as a parent and as a deaf person.  I didn't want him to go through what I had gone through and what many deaf individuals who are born into hearing families go through, which is the absence of cultural infusion and language exposure and bonding that happens when there's a mismatch between hearing statuses of parents and child.  I didn't want that for my son, and that's why we're here to share with you today. 
>> SPEAKER:  Our research focused on a couple of areas.  We have an argument, which views on the pathological view, the medical field's view, it focuses on the hearing loss.  I know that when parents are introduced to a deaf child, often, they have conversations only with people in the medical field, and they start guiding them in a certain direction, whatever that direction may be.  Um, words like deficit, impairment, come up.  Your child may pass, so to speak, for hearing.  The three of us have experience with that, and then there's the counterargument that we researched.  There's the sociocultural view, what language and culture are, what they mean, to understand that difference and a sense of uniqueness is okay, and an understanding that we can still function in the world with success.  All of this strongly ties to one development of identity.  In our findings, we decided to make this statement; we firmly believe that visual language use incorporates culture to foster a strong identity. 
>> SPEAKER:  What parents generally hear from the medical community makes sense.  There's a particular protocol and process that our culture has developed to screen and identify children with hearing loss, and deaf parents, as well, are faced with that, and the first thing, you know, they're going to be looking for advice from those professionals, how should we proceed now that it's not exactly what we thought, and we would like to reframe the conversation to a sociocultural argument.  If you've met a deaf person before, if you already have any role models in the life of that child, that's a lack that we would like to see mitigated.  We want, it seems to be that it's most effective for deaf children to have deaf adults in their lives and therefore for hearing families to make those connections with that community, and there are about a half million deaf people in America who identify as deaf or hard of hearing, and whether they have a cochlear implant or use other kinds of communication, modalities, they identify as a deaf person, and they have navigated a specific journey of self‑identity to come to that.  So, that's the sociocultural perspective that we would like to reframe this issue to enhance, and that led us to the research question.  We wanted to know, I mean, you always have to have a research question before you do research, and we wanted to know what components are necessary for deaf individuals to establish a strong deaf identity.  So, visual language, in other words, it could be ASL or it could be another, cultural inclusion, and the socio‑emotional development.  Those three really will predict the development of a strong deaf identity.  So, unpacking those components just a bit.  The first one as supporting evidence number one, ASL in deaf identity.  
Now, we have, we absolutely believe that communication modalities can vary even within one person.  You can use your residual hearing, you can use your speech skills, that's totally fine, but we definitely want to reiterate the idea that there's a visual language for that child.  So, when a child is identified, we want to start visual language right away.  The earlier, the better.  The brain doesn't care what language it is stimulated by, the brain does not discriminate, the brain just wants language.  It's a sponge, and these are critical times to get information in there.  The brain really doesn't care the modality of the language, but it's important that a full language be used, and, of course, sign language is a full language, spoken language is a full language, and they both can be used, and the language milestones turn out to be the same.  The sorts of expectations you would see for a 1‑year‑old developing in a hearing‑typical way is also what we expect to see in a visual language developing child.  So, we are stressing as early as possible that parents should get involved with sign.  It will benefit your children.  I want to go back to the idea of culture.  Culture, the definition is shared religion, shared clothing, shared language, shared beliefs.  So, we applied that lens to deaf culture.  We have shared traditions, we have stories, we have ways of being in the world, and we certainly have shared language, and deaf people tend to help other deaf people with how to survive in the hearing world, and it's not really from a place of negativity, because the deaf and hearing worlds can mesh and can blend beautifully, but it takes certain skills that only other deaf people know.  When people go through that personal journey and learn about themselves and develop that sense of deaf identity, that's part of the journey of self‑discovery, and so, again, we're talking about reframing from a medical model to a sociocultural model.  It's not about hearing loss, it's about deaf gain, and if you have access to the sense of deaf gain and deaf‑hood, that will lead to enhanced socio‑emotional development and a stronger sense of confidence and self‑esteem.  
So, as I told you earlier, I grew up in the mainstream program, and I did experience feelings of isolation and loneliness, and that has implications for children.  So, you know, for example, bullying in school, I was sometimes bullied because I had hearing aids or I couldn't hear what the other kids were saying, or maybe the speech, you know, wasn't clear enough.  When you get to the time of dating, you know, I'm not necessarily a hot commodity on the market, because, you know, can't date somebody, you know, I can't hear them.  I mean, that's a very common experience among deaf kids who are mainstreamed, so that feeling of isolation, feeling of not being able to really get involved, you know, in the school play or in sports, whereas those children who have strong deaf identities will feel that, you know, they have something to contribute.  They know who they are, and they know how they can contribute in different ways, whether it be in the drama club or as an athlete, and because that deaf identity will lead to stronger self‑esteem, then it leads to a more satisfying life.  So, if that person understands their deaf identity, they can explain it to others, they can educate others how to incorporate them into their world, and that leads to an enhanced quality of life.  Communication is key.  Communication with parents, with friends, is key for us as social creatures. 
>> SPEAKER:  We want to take a moment to summarize what we've discussed so far.  Deaf identity, it is crucial to start building that early in life.  That's not something that you want to put off, like I did, and go through that, um, emotional turmoil that leads to the self‑analysis.  Also, there are cultural expectations in the experience and in the environment as one grows.  So, those three questions that we went through, first, language, how crucial that is, a sense of cultural belonging, and also, um, developing your character.  Um, so, whatever modality, whatever modality is used and whatever profession and lifestyle you live, um, having that deaf identity is foundational.  Again, identity is a journey.  It doesn't happen overnight.  Like I said, for me, I didn't even start my journey until I was truly an adult.  I started to understand that I was different, and I understood that I had this particular identity.  That is a journey.  It is dynamic and ongoing. 
>> SPEAKER:  When communicating with your child, it's important that you have the ability to really dialogue with them.  So, for example, you know, at mealtimes, a family is sitting around, talking about their day, if that deaf child is included in those conversations, then they're able to build their world schema, their sense of world knowledge.  That's going to help their language development as well.  When we started doing this project, based on our own personal experiences, Ju‑Lee's, David's and myself, we went through, you know, our thoughts of what it had been like as a child, and the truth is, everybody is unique, and we were looking at deaf children with hearing parents.  That's a particular population, it's the majority of the population, but we wanted to see, um, how those experiences varied and were similar.  Dr. Nutt, this morning, I thought his plenary had a huge impact.  He experienced the isolation, he experienced navigating those two worlds, knowing that his family was hearing and wanting to sort of succeed in that world, but also recognizing that part of his deaf part was straddling the fence and bringing that all together.  So, we think that future research ought to perhaps look at those who are raised oral deaf, when do they start their sense of identity, we want to look into that, and deaf of deaf children who may not have a sense of deaf identity right away, I think that's important to look at as well, and that's implications for future research.  Again, 90 to 95 percent of us are in the same boat with hearing parents, but we want to, of course, see more research done to enhance the validity and reliability of our findings.  That's it for our presentation.  Are there questions from the audience?  Any questions? 
>> SPEAKER:  Hello.  Sorry, I'm nervous.  I wasn't planning on speaking to people, but I'll do my best.  Um, I wanted to say, um, I wanted to support what you had to say about the language modality.  I work at BL2, the language lab, brain language lab, and we have done a lot of research and findings about, research on similar topics such as this.  From what research I've done and the findings that are already existing, um, whatever language is exposed to a child, their brain immediately starts to show change and growth, whether it is a spoken language or a visual language, they will start to pick up information about their environment.  Language is the tool.  It's exactly what they said, and you could call it the magical tool.  Um, the second thing that I wanted to mention is, um, my family also is hearing.  My parents worked in the educational system for many, many years and still didn't realize that communication portion was missing from their relationship with me.  They did, you know, sort of take sign language at some point, but really, taking the time to make sure that I had full access to communication happening in the home, I wouldn't say that that was exactly true, and, you know, I had the great fortune of going to a residential deaf school.  From there, I was able to make friends like myself and develop my own journey toward deaf identity.  I'm going to say the first six months of school that I was there, um, I would say I picked up 50 to 100 signs.  Previously, I had been asked to speak, use spoken language, and it was a struggle for me.  It works for some kids, but it didn't work for me, and when I went to the signing environment, I found myself, and, um, that is where that emotional struggle, I went through it, but I got through it, and, so, um, you know, like each one of these people, they said it's a very personal journey.  That's part of my personal journey.  Another part of my personal journey is that, at one point, I felt like something was missing, I felt like I was missing something, you know, when I was thinking about who I am and where I want to go to college, and again, it's back to this journey, you know, it's back to knowing who my, knowing thyself and knowing who you want to be in the world, and it took me until I really got to Gallaudet University that I really started to feel like I was, um, a member of a group, member of a society, and full member, and, so, that led me to have a very strong, proud deaf identity today.
>> SPEAKER:  Thank you for sharing.  Another comment? 
>> SPEAKER:  Okay, I'm trying to figure out where to start.  Um, my daughter is, you know, hard of hearing, and it's progressed, she went from moderate to severe to profound, so I started taking, trying to teach her sign language.  I have been taking classes, and I think what's difficult is there isn't a lot of support to, because I want to be better at sign language, and, um, you know, my daughter's learning it, and, you know, we speak orally, so it's almost natural, but I want her to, you know, accept that she's deaf, but I find it difficult, because this year's the first year that she has an interpreter, and last night, she was like, mommy, I don't need an interpreter, why am I learning sign language, I don't have anyone to talk to other than the interpreter and you once in awhile, and I feel really bad, and we don't have, like, a deaf mentor program where I'm from, and it's just, I wish there were more resources for parents, that we could learn more sign, we can practice more, because I forget sign language, and, you know, I try to do as much as I can, but I don't know.  I really don't know what I'm saying. 
>> SPEAKER:  So, I'm hard of hearing myself, and that is sort of the label that is ascribed to me, and I know that, you know, you can have a deaf identity regardless of your specific audiological status.  I speak with my family.  I did have interpreters in the classroom, and that was fine for me, and sometimes, I did feel like, you know, I'm the only one who's using this interpreting service, so, okay.  Sometimes, you know, I felt kind of cool, like you are here just for me, but, I mean, that's an individual, you know, child's decision.  I think that, you know, that it's helpful, the seeds that you're planting now, they'll come to fruition later.  Do you have anything to add? 
>> SPEAKER:  Yeah, I will mention something.  It is so important to have deaf mentors and deaf role models.  I know that that's lacking.  We know of a hundred students who have done research toward that topic of having models, and, um, now there are more resources and opportunity, there's unlimited opportunity, to be honest, but finding resources and finding the actual model that fits you and your family, um, and getting the support that you need toward your child's identity.  Um, like I said, I was raised speaking, and I still do, when I talk to mom and dad, I still speak to them.  I went to NDID, and that's where I changed my life.  I found that something feels like it's missing, and with time, that gap was filled.  So, every story is different. 
>> SPEAKER:  Yeah, I did learn sign when I was 8 years old, as I said, but even though I did, I don't sign with my parents.  You know, my parents wanted to learn sign, but we were already kind of past that stage, and I sign too quickly for them, so, you know, my mom's trying to learn, you know, over the years, and you know this, as you get older, learning a second or third or fourth language gets older, and you want to have more in‑depth conversations as you get older as well, and so, for us, it was like, never mind, we're just going to talk.  Now, I have a deaf sister, she's 10 years younger than I am, and my mom started learning sign again for her, and they do communicate via sign, but again, it's an individual process, an individual decision, and it's what's going to be best for your family.  As long as sign is present, then communication can happen, we believe.  I want to go back and say something about learning sign.  Don't feel bad if you don't know the sign or you can't remember the sign, because your daughter's also learning, you're learning alongside her, so, you know, if there's a new word that she knows that you don't know, you can ask, what does that mean, and, you know, kind of who gets to be the teacher and the student can switch back and forth, and that's okay too, you know, she can teach you, and don't feel bad, you know, if you don't exactly know how to express it, and at some point, kids do outpace parents, just because of the plasticity of the brain, so I think the important thing is if you show the willingness to communicate and you want to communicate, that's what they love. 
>> SPEAKER:  I just want to add, um, I'm from Las Vegas, Nevada, and I've had family seek out their own mentors.  You might have to research online and look for your own mentor, find someone that you feel comfortable, you can relate with and come to your home.  I work in early intervention, and I've had families seek out their own mentors themselves, so that's just an idea until your state is able to get a deaf mentor.  So, for me, I'm hard of hearing, and I just want to say, my journey was a little bit different.  I learned sign language when I was a missionary for my church, and when I first started learning sign language, some of the people in the deaf community didn't accept me because I wasn't deaf enough, so I kind of backed away, and I just kind of stopped signing, but as time went on, I started meeting more deaf individuals that accepted me, and when they accepted me, I accepted myself.  So, it just takes time.  I'm seeing more people from the oral side and from the sign language side coming together, and I'm grateful for that, because we need that for our families and our parents, because they're seeking out so much resources and information on how to raise their deaf and hard of hearing children.  So, I am so grateful for the Deaf community for accepting me, because now I can accept myself. 
>> SPEAKER:  I think that's an important comment.  You know, the idea of cooperating and collaborating across the communities makes us a stronger community overall, and acceptance and respect are key regardless of modality you might use, regardless of what language you might use, regardless of the actual audiological status of your ears.  Really, what's important is who are you as an individual, as a human being on this Earth, and like Dr. Nutt said, we have to look at the whole child.  They're more than just a component piece of their bodies, you know, their hands, their mouth, their ears.  Don't look at the pieces, look at the whole child.  Question over here? 
>> SPEAKER:  My daughter is, um, late identified, we didn't know till she was 3, she's 5 now.  Um, she has progressive hearing loss, so we are focusing more on sign language.  I've enrolled in classes to learn.  She has an interpreter, which was really hard to get, it was almost a year and a half battle, but, you know, she's one of six kids, and she's the only one that's deaf, and, um, I wouldn't, I don't really know how to explain, because, you know, I don't treat her any different, you know, she has some residual hearing, so what she picks up, yay, what she doesn't, you know, we sign to her, but I don't, you know, at 5 years old, I don't know how to explain that there is a difference, that eventually, you know, she'll have to come to terms with, you know, like, mom and dad, brothers and sisters are hearing, and I'm deaf, but I don't know how to explain it, I guess, and I don't want her to feel like, you know, she's alone, she's different, she's, you know, because she's the only, in her school, there's only one other deaf child, and he's deaf‑blind, and he's a couple years older, so even though they get to be able to hang out, it's really not the same thing, because they're still learning from each other.  So, I guess what I'm saying is, like, how would I explain without making her feel like, hey, you're different, because I don't want her to feel, you know, alone or different or anything. 
>> SPEAKER:  I have a very large family.  I come, I'm the sixth, I have five brothers and sisters, I'm the baby of the family.  All of them hear.  I'm sorry, I'm not the youngest, I'm the second oldest.  So, of the six of us, um, all of us came from different countries, we are all adopted, and I came here not knowing that I was deaf.  I, you know, I was born in Korea, my parents thought that I just wasn't listening, and, um, so, I came here to a new language culture.  My parents never really told me that I was deaf explicitly, I figured it out.  Oh, we have 2 minutes left.  I figured it out because I realized, um, I was getting responses like you didn't hear it, or you're not speaking clearly, my brothers and sisters didn't get feedback like that, but my parents didn't really, I guess their biggest concern was that I was an adopted child, so I guess I come from a double whammy.  I was Korean, so I'm a person of color, and then I was different than my community, I was different than my school community, I was the only one in my family that was deaf, so I was different.  So, although I did quite well in school, both my parents are teachers, so I did quite well academically, so my journey was truly, um, on my own, I did it on my own.  My brothers and sisters, um, you know, we would get together, and I felt like apart of the family, but I always felt like I was also on my own when there was family conversations and things like that, and I think that that's part of the deaf lifestyle and upbringing, but sitting down with your daughter, I would just say that the most important thing is when your family is together is inclusion.  You know, you've heard a lot about the dinner table while you were here, I'm sure.  At my dinner table, it was all people's mouths moving and chewing and talking and laughing and saying to me, oh, it's not important, we'll tell you later.  There's no perfect answer, no perfect solution, but I want to say that what is critical is communicating with your daughter and working with your family, working with a deaf mentor, partnering with the community of deaf people so that you can grow your daughter up in a wonderful way.  Um, we are so running out of time.  I think, yeah, I think that's it.  The sand has run out of the hour glass.  Here is our contact information.  Please feel free to take it down.  
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