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	(Writer standing by.) 
>> SPEAKER:  Thank you for being here for one of the last workshops of the day.  Is that better?  Better?  So, thank you for being here.  I know you're probably pretty worn out, so I'm going to keep this workshop light and fun and full of information.  I'll show you whatever you want me to show you.  I have many different resources, if you want to see more of one thing instead of the other, I am happy to do that.  I'm flexible.  The power point that is up on the EHDI website, unfortunately, is incorrect.  I will be changing that and uploading the correct power point for you.  I also have handouts.  I have five pages of available resources for you that are on the website so that you can take them home.  I'm going to briefly, very briefly, talk about some research findings.  I'm very interested in ASL resources, so I'll briefly explain about the research findings and then share the resources.  A little bit about me; I grew up in a mainstream program in Florida.  My parents are deaf, my siblings can hear.  I had full access to both American Sign Language and English from birth.  My friends in public school could sign.  It was challenging and fun at the same time.  Then I went to a School for the Deaf from 5th grade on.  I attended Gallaudet University and studied Deaf Studies.  After that, I taught for two years for all ages, but mostly early childhood.  After that, I earned my master's in Deaf Education, focusing on family‑centered education and bilingualism.  Then I went to law school and earned my law degree.  I work full‑time as the educational policy counsel at NAD, but I am often asked for ASL resources more so than for legal advice, so that's why I thought this would be a great opportunity to share some information with you.  I know it's difficult to find resources out there that are of good quality and that will work for your families, so I am giving you a plethora of resources.  Please share them with anyone that you want to.  I have four godchildren, 13, 11, 9 and 5, so many of the resources are kid‑tested and approved.  Research shows that early bilingualism has a connection to reading, so children who have access to ASL either via their parents, the school environment or out in the community can read complex English more quickly, because their eyes are able to adapt to a gaze that can take in a word of 16 characters, and they can actually take in two words at the same time because of the visual gaze practice that they've had.  
Also, a bilingualism benefit is that they can use their ASL foundation to figure out and become a bridge for English.  So, we have to make sure that we're not waiting to provide language to the children.  We often hear, let's start with speaking and then we'll add ASL later.  Both languages given to the child as early as possible are the most beneficial.  Children love to share books with adults, and it's a benefit for the child to look at both written English and ASL.  Both languages paired together provide a greater benefit to the child.  I'm going to leave it this way so you can read, because we're having a different layout with this room for the power point.  So, the more opportunities for language development, the more literacy and the more your relationship grows.  I'm an attorney, so I want to make sure to give a disclaimer.  The National Association for the Deaf does not specifically endorse any of the materials that I am presenting to you today, we are just giving you a list so that you have the resources and you can check them out as to your disposal, and you can check with deaf professionals that you work with or in your area as to if they have a specific preference.  Also, I am not being compensated for representing these resources to you today.  So, first, let's focus on apps and e‑books, which are ASL connected with print English.  So, for example, this is what the app looks like, and it's a Care Bears story.  It's called ASL with Care Bears.  It's a special app that encourages sign language for all children, no matter their hearing status.  So, when you click on the round arrow, you'll see the person in the video signing.  I'm actually going to show you the video so you can see what it looks like.  So, you can get the idea, many of these apps listed look similar.  The ASL app gives actual ASL instruction to the concept of sentences, so the goal is not for you to learn sign by sign by sign in a sentence, it's to learn the concept of what the sentence is trying to convey.  Typically, there is sign in the picture or video with English on the bottom of the page.  Any questions about the apps or e‑books?  
There are other apps with similar concept of story‑telling with American Sign Language and written English to encourage reading.  We want the child to develop vocabulary in English, as well as vocabulary in sign language.  So, there are three options in this app.  The first is just showing the sign language, which is good for young deaf children, instead of having two languages on the screen, but next, you can pair the English so that the parents can be with the child to build on what the story's saying, and then sometimes, a parent might not be sure, or a teacher might not be sure how to sign the man laughed, so you just click on a hyperlink in the text, and there is a fast ASL glossary.  So, when you click on the hyperlink, a glossary for the man laughed pops up so you know how to sign that particular concept, and this is the full glossary.  The art was done by deaf artists, and the app was designed by deaf designers.  So, these are the different VL2 storybook apps that are available.  There's one about the solar system, there's multicultural characters, and in the app book, you can see what other options there are.  Now, we'll move on to DVDs as a resource.  Families love DVDs.  They're a little bit behind technology‑wise, but they're easy to pop in, they press play, and they don't have to worry about the iPad or the Internet or the kids touching the touch screen and messing up the playback.  So, here are some great resources we have as an example.  Many of the stories are fairytale in nature or fables.  So, that story was released just a year and a half ago, and it's already received several awards for the educational DVD, and they've released four stories since.  So, it's nice to have that opportunity for children to be able to watch this DVD, and you can watch ASL only, English only, you can read with the child, so it's nice to have the opportunity to switch between languages for different times in the child's day.  Websites, we have a wide variety to share with you, so the first one on the screen is called family‑friendly ASL lessons.  Have any of you seen ASL nook before?  Let me give you a little snapshot.  This family has two children, one daughter is deaf, and one can hear.  So, you can get an idea of what ASL nook covers.  
These websites offer different videos, talk about ASL linguistics and grammar, some stories and poetry.  If parents want to know where they can take ASL classes, you can go to the clerk center, and you can find ASL classes in your area.  You just type in your ZIP code or a city near you, and you can find ASL classes in your area.  You can go to meetup.com, and you can ask the School for the Deaf or mainstream schools to establish ASL courses for the community.  A & P website is an amazing website.  It has videos of deaf adults telling stories, and then the California School for the Deaf ECE toddler resources, they're amazing.  It follows an ASL curriculum that focuses on how children learn, which is based on rhymes.  Let me give you a quick demo of this website.  All of the videos that I'm going to be showing you on this website were developed by trained educators for the deaf.  This is particularly good for young children.  There are words paired with different concepts; all day, all night, all day, we sleep in the dark, all night, the sun comes up, and it is bright.  Here's another company.  This video uses rhythm to introduce now verb pairs.  Other resources, um, books that include a signed DVD of that same book, and here are several titles and resources for you.  Some are for purchase, some are on a loan program, particularly from the clerk center.  They're fairly inexpensive.  They will send you books with matching DVDs, and many of them are for borrow, it's a borrow program.  These right here, the scholastics, you can find on Amazon, between $10, $15 per DVD, so very affordable.  I also have some books, but as you know, it's hard to capture moving sign language on the pages of a book, so, um, what you have is illustrations of a person who's frozen in the middle of a sign.  It's non‑moving, but it is a wonderful story about a little girl.  This is actually the ASL nook family, this is about the two girls.  This one in the corner here is about a girl who was on a soccer team and her communication difficulties, and she gave everyone on the team some sign language books, and then she was able to use that to play soccer with her buddies.  Other examples, this one, I love.  It's a scholastic book production, and it has, um, frozen images of signs, but you don't often see an ASL representation like this with these illustrations.  Um, helpful resources in your state, um, I wanted to mention deaf mentors.  They often keep up with the latest and greatest ASL resources, and it's an exciting time for the Deaf community, to see so many books and DVDs, and technology makes these things so available, it seems moment by moment, um, day by day, new products are coming out, and these things can be used to help our children.  
Deaf mentors are always the most up‑to‑date.  Sky High is a program that also lists products that can be used.  NCHAM, of course, has deaf mentor information.  If you're interested in ASL tutors, um, parents can go to either of these resources.  Care.com is a, it's a general website where you can find recommendations and for babysitters and whatnot.  You can also find ASL tutors there.  It's not an ASL teacher per se, but it could be someone who could come into your home and do some ASL, um, instruction and do that in a natural way, and then they also have information about tutoring programs for parents.  It also uses professionals, but you can use that on your own, perhaps, um, you can get some funding for some ASL education to practice on your own schedule.  In the same way, you can go to ASL classes in your community.  You can often find them in college towns, and libraries always keep a stock of ASL resources.  Many libraries do have a section, and if they don't, ask them to start one.  Particularly people who live in rural areas, they might need to depend on a library for those sorts of resources.  There is a board who, um, reviews the quality of some products.  There are baby signs, there are many companies that sell baby signs, those signs are for children who are hearing, it is not linguistic in many ways.  Um, they show an image of a child sitting on a rug, for example, and they show the sign, um, to use for drinking, the sign that in actual American Sign Language would mean to drink an alcoholic beverage, so that's an example of inappropriate use of ASL signs, but it can be used for establishing some communication with hearing families.  So, because of issues like that in our community, we now have a quality review board, commission, who's looking at different products that are coming out, that are accessible to people, just to make sure that they're age‑appropriate, that they're production‑appropriate, and, um, that board is getting together and coming out soon, and they're called Sign Wise.  There are assessments.  I know many people complain that they can't get their hands on assessments, but there are many out there.  VCSL was normed on a hundred deaf children, age 0 to 5 and in that window, and norm to make sure that they are age‑appropriate and quality.  That assessment also included, um, watching a baby's eye gaze, does the child know their own name, do they know that they have a name.  There is a second assessment for older children, and this also looks at receptive skills, if that child is understanding what it is that they're seeing, if they can make sense of that in their world.  Um, it uses an assessment where the child is told something, and then they're asked to pick up the appropriate picture to match what they were told.  So, for example, a boy picking up a banana, you know, does the child pick up the picture of the child with the banana and those types of assessments, so those are examples of the linguistic assessments that are out there.  Yes?
>> SPEAKER:  Are these available online, or are they available for purchase, the assessment tools?
>> SPEAKER:  Good question.  She just asked me if those are available to the public.  Um, yeah, any assessments, pretty much, you can purchase.  The VCSL, I want to say, let's see, I think it was $150, and then it's 10 cents per assessment, so you can use it as much as you want.  This is available through VL2 at Gallaudet University.  You can access it there.  Let me show you the site.  There's PDF information there.  You can click there on that particular page to learn more.  So, in summary, um, NAD does have many resources, that's where I work, and I am more than happy to share with you.  Um, you can meet me here at the conference, you can reach out to me through an e‑mail.  My door is always open.  If you have questions about how to apply some of these resources, you can also reach out for ideas from me about that.  Um, I encourage you to keep up with what's happening with NCHAM.  We have an Instagram site for NAD where we always keep information.  The National Deaf Education Conference is coming up in Indianapolis.  It's $125 to register until April 20th.  It's a three‑day conference with lots of workshops and educators of the deaf who come with a plethora of experiences to share with you.  They will provide full access through interpreting services and CART services, and again, that's in Indianapolis in April, or in June rather, but register by April.  You know, um, once you know how to look, you find ASL everywhere, and here are some other ways; Instagram, Twitter and Facebook.  We offer to the public information about presentations, workshops, conferences, events in your community, so check us out.  I believe we have a little time for questions.  How much time do we have left?  We're at 6 minutes?  Okay.  Any questions? 
(Off mic.) 
>> SPEAKER:  It's all online.  It's on the site, and I can show you where to find it.  Would you like for me to show you?  I'm showing you, um, the PDF, but this also is going to be on the EHDI website under resources.  So, here it is.  This is sign apps for children on this page, signing apps for adults, there's a finger‑spelling section, deaf‑blind children section, there's a literacy section, there are actual books, there is a religious section.  There are more apps, and some of them come in the forms of games.  So, if you can't find it on the EHDI website, you can certainly go here, to deafchildren.org and find that there, because we'll share everything we have, okay?  Question? 
(Off mic.) 
>> SPEAKER:  Really, we depend on our early interventionists to provide those sorts of materials.  Until they're school aged, you know, sometimes, there are grants that are given to schools for iPads, and those can be on loan to families.  We hope to see more of that happening in the future, but again, I do want to mention local libraries.  Local libraries also do, sometimes, you'll see them have borrowing programs for their iPads and other technology.  Um, they can loan books on DVD, so those are, there's several projects that are out there that are on loan.  DVDs, for sure, they're out there, that they loan to families, and again, I know, the iPad, or the other apps that are for pay, I understand that that could be prohibitive for families.  Any further questions? 
>> SPEAKER:  If your child or children that you know are associated with a specialty service provider that provides play groups or parent resources for children who are deaf and hard of hearing, sometimes, they often have a lending library, so that may be another resource, so if it's not through your home‑based EI, if you're connected to a specialty service provider, sometimes, they have lending materials available for you too. 
>> SPEAKER:  Yes.  Thank you for saying that.  Thank you everyone for coming.  Thank you so much, and have safe travels going back home.  Um, I do have a little bit of information, there are some resources up here on the table, some business cards, so please, feel free to help yourself.  I don't want to carry anything home with me.  
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