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a space of discomfort and reflection…
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the frameworks we use:

disability justice
racial justice
social justice

cultural studies
intersectionality
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let’s take a look at power and privilege…



collective liberation and interdependency

Deaf/Disability +
Gender

Romantic/sexual orientation
ALANA/People of Color

Class
Language

Gender

Romantic/sexual 
orientation

African, Latinx, 
Asian,

Native American 
(ALANA)

Class

Language

accessibility, representation, visibility, leadership, intersectionality
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with all this in mind, let’s take 
a look at ehdi…
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let’s better understand how 
we are products of our history.



who are the disabled folks?

it used to be women, lgbt, poor folks, alana/people of color…



what is it and who decides?



a quick journey through the history of the 
construction of normalcy

Money flowed into 
eugenics leading 

directly to ‘scientific 
racism and ableism.’

Early 1800s

People begun to believe that 
criminals and other traits like 

feeble-mindedness, 
addiction, homosexuality, 

darker skin, and disabilities 
were “unfit” for the society.

1880

1907

Indiana became the first 
state with a forced 

sterilization law, allowing 
doctors to castrate or 

sterilize people in 
institutions against their will.

1940s
Anyone viewed as "useless" 

to society was a threat to 
Aryan genetic purity. Nazis 
targeted Disabled people in 

the “T-4” program before 
starting the Holocaust.

1970s

Medical Industrial Complex 
begins. Profit-based 

corporations ride on the 
ideology of normalcy.

1830s

Founders of statistics set 
up statistical offices to 

monitor the poor. Almost 
all early statisticians had 

one thing in common: 
they were eugenicists.

Sign language got 
banned in Deaf 

education worldwide.

1883

1880s

Sir Francis Galton officially coined the 
term ‘eugenics.’ Alexander Graham 
Bell delivered his speech “Memoir 

upon the Formation of a Deaf Variety 
of the Human Race” at the National 

Academy of Sciences.

(Bell, 1983; Books and LLC, 1980; Davis,1997; Engelhardt & Rie, 1988; Selden, 2000)



medical model vs social model

•the body is disabling

•medicalization

•cure is the goal

• the environment is 
disabling

•culture and identity

•biodiversity

essentialism constructivism



statistics + eugenics = normalcy

“…there is a real connection between figuring the statistical 
measure of humans and then hoping to improve humans so 

that deviations from the norm diminish” (Davis, p. 3)

the aim was to make what was desired AVERAGE 
rather than EXCEPTIONAL.

“What? I’m just
constructing normal!”



Scientific

the individual context is not isolated
from the systematic context

(Garcia, 2009)

Political

Educational

Community

Family

Individual

dynamics of influence
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our language orientation and language choices are 
also largely influenced by our society’s ideology.



Language 
as a 

Problem 

Language 
as a 

Right 

Language as 
a Resource

(Baker, 2011; Ruiz, 1984)
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…we are not perfect either.

(far from it!)
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how can ehdi get out of the privileged center
and centralize people on the margins?

everyone is cognizant of their own power and privilege.
moving beyond single-issues to intersectional lens.

language and culture is viewed as a resource.
centralize and amplify the voices of the marginalized.

the principles of allyship are upheld.

disability justice mantra:
nothing about us, without us
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