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What can families expect as the result

of newborn hearin q

a?
séreening:

Sereening your baby's hearing
assures you that, at the time of birth,

your baby’s hearing was checked and you
were advised of the results. It lays the
foundation for you and your baby's doctor
to track your baby'’s hearing and language
development in childhood.

MWy chould every newborn have o
hearing woreening ot birth?

All babies born in Florida should have their hearing
screened before coming home from the hospiral.
Babies with a famuly history of hearing problems, bow
barth wesght, or certamn other medical conditions have
a higher risk of hearing loss ar birth or a progressive
condition occurring alter birth. However, only half of
the children with hearing loss have a known famly
histoey of heanng problems. The rematning infanes
with hearing loss often have o specific risk fctors,

The e l.ﬂ_lll.fl.'ll-l'if}'ilig newborns with 'ﬁ:':lring
loss is to prevent or mininiec the effects of hearing
loss on language development, academie performance
and cognitive development though sppropriate early
miervention services,

(3 ymi ane concerned that your chitld ix noe dﬂ'rlﬂ]:-l'ﬂ-q -||1r:'|.'|| and E:L-gmgr .'|||-]|-|11F|r|-.q|crl|' please talk with VOUE PEETLLLY lesleh care P Her
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What is newborn hearing

ETH rtcninq?

Mewborn hearing screening is a test that can deteet
almost all hearing loss az birth. Before your baby goes
honre from the hospieal, his or her hearing will be
screensed. There are two types of screening that can be
used to check a baby's heaning. Your baby may have
one or both of these sereenings, The screening will
shiow if your baby ean hear, or if follow-up testing is
neeched, Your baby will not feel any pain during cither
of these sereenings. The sereening can be done while
your baby is asleep. The results of the hearing screen-
g are available before your baby leaves the haspiral.

1hy is it so important?

Babies begin developing speech and language from
the moment they are born. They learn by listening to
and interacting with the sounds and voices around
them, When these sounds and voices cannor be
heard, language development s often delayed. Unfor-
runarely, without screening hearing loss is easily
undetected in the early years of Life, the most impor-
tant period for Linguage development.

Hearing loss is the maost common birth disorder in
newborns. Approximately three to five babies of
every LOOK) have some degree of hearing loss. IF your
babyy has hearing loss in one or both ears, early detee-
tron is the key to ensusing thar delayed Linpuespe or
development 15 prevented or minimized. Hearing loss
that poes untreated may lead to speech and langeage
delays, as well as social learning delays in schoal.

T hat F T ]I-I.IEH' does ot poss the
feat?

There are many reasons your baby may not pass the
first hearing screening and require a second tese. Per-
haps your baby was too active, too wide-awake. or you
were discharged before the procedure was completed.
It s important thar you follow through with any rec-

ommendations made by your hospital staff, audiolo-

e e

gist and for physician.

Do 1 need to have wy baby's hearing
aheclued mogein i Tie or whe Fnuur_u?

Heanng: loss can develop later after you leave the hos-
pital for 3 vaniety of rexsons. Your baby should be
H‘a‘ﬂi cvery year for ar leasr 3 years if you have a fam-
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speech, lanquagqe
¢ hearing quidelines

by the age of 2 months
Startles to loud sound
Chuicts to familiar voices
Makes vowel sounds like “ohh," “ahh"

by the age of 4 months
Looks for sound with eyes
Begins to babble
Uses a variety of voice sounds, such as

:-:111!:!'.1-. w]1imFer:., chuckles

h i (s o of & months
Turns head voward sounds
Begins to imitate speech sounds
Babbles (“ba-ba,” “ma-ma,” “ga-ga")

by the age of g monthe

Imitates speech sounds of others
Understands “no-no” or “bye-bye”

Turns head toward soft sounds

by the nge of 12 months
Correctly uses “ma-ma” or “da-da™
Crives toy when asked for
Responds to singing or music

Loctes sound on all levels

did you know?
Babies start hearing before birth

atpprminu:rl}' =5 of every IR ]:nll:]::.-
newborns are born with a hearing loss

Over 20% of children who have 2 hr.';ring loss
are born to parents who have normal ]"lr.lring

We don't know which babies might have a
]:Ir.ll'ill.t: livis until screened

MNew equipment allows babies ro be sereened
within a few hours of birth

The screening only takes 5-15 minutes and is
usually done before you leave the hospital

Some babies may need more than one hearing
screening just to make sure they are
hearing as they should

Many learning problems can be prevented if a
luby'! hearing loss is found ac birth and
invention begins before 6 months of age

In some cases, infanes who are borm with
normal hearing may acquire hn:rEng
loss as they grow

Loud sounds during events such as fireworks
displays, pleasure boat rides, anto racing
events, and acrobic classes can cause
permanent hearing loss in infants and children
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