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I he birth of a new Emh}' 1s one of the most joyous times in a
pnn‘nr'& life. It also can be a time filled with qut:sti{:-n_-i_ One of
these questions may be: “ls my hab:."s he::.ring uka}'. and how can |

find out?” This 15 a2 question that can be answered quick]:.' and effec-

¢ tvely, usually before your baby leaves the huspiml.

A newborn |'|r:||.'.ing .-..:'mming i+ a safe and }uinlm method o test whether o not o |:I.'-|b‘l.'

- can hear well. Ie s impnrhn[ 1o find oug c:ﬂ:.' if FUHIE chald has a |1r=|.1'ng lass. Children who

- have trouble hearing and do mot Er:'unl.pt[].' reccive exfra care and assistance may Tave -:!iﬂ]-tu]l}'

o learning and commamnicating with others, The earlier a child & dispmosed as having hearing loss

and receives appropriate services, the more likely he or she will develop learning and language

‘E'Pl'!i’.-l:l‘]l. Tu'ngum_:lf. E"’ -I'IEIII'I"I"I'H]

quidelines

by the age of 2 monthe
Startles to loud sound
Cluiets to familiar voices
Mlakes vowel sounds like “ohh” “ahh™

by the nge of 4 months
Looks for sound with eyes
Begins to babble
Lses a vartety of voice sounds—
1q|.|r.:l.l.. "I-‘I'tiITIPEﬂ., chuckles

Isyy the nge of G months
Turns head poward soends
Begins to imitate speech sounds
Babbles (“ha-ba," “ma-mea” “ga-m™)

by the age of g months
Imitates speech sounds of others
Understands “no-no” or “hye-bye”

Turns head roward soft sounds

I'."ll i']'ll' -EIEIT' ‘FF 12 lllrl‘l'l+.'|“'
Correctly uses “ma-ma” or “da-da"
Giives toy when asked for
Responds to singing or music
Locates sound on all levels

skills similar vo children who do not have a hearing loss,

How many babies ave born with o
11!'3“1"1""9 IUH":"?

Each year i the Lndted Seates, as many as 3 to 3 laabes our
of cach [.(KK) barn, are deat or hard of hearmg, It's mpor-
tant to sereen all babies shortly after they're born because
Lislaees are noe able go gell e il lJ'u:}' cant hear [F a I.mal.ﬁy
can't hear well, he or she may have trouble commumecaning
and learning.

Heow will miy lm'qu "= h ::u'r*'lr'm_j bhe
soreened?

Before your baby goes home from the hospital, has or her
hearing will be sereened by a tradned professional. There are
twa types of sereening that can be used to chedk a baby's
|1¢;|ring. Your ]:q.'lb!,‘ Iy luave care or bath of diese sereen-
TS, The SCTCCTIT will show tf your I:rJl'n]: can hear, or il
follow.up testing s needed. Your baby will nos feel any pain
dl.u'illg either of these :.:nnl.i:lgh']-hr SETCCTing can be done
while your |.1.:|h:|.' 1 J.".IIEI.'I. o will get the results of the
hearing sereening before your baby leaves the hospital.

I FORL AT p-].‘lnning a home bisth, be sure o 5pul-: with
LT midwife or FEHIT doctor 1o bnd the eonter closest 1o
oL that can screen ORI h:l'lg,"'s 11r1r.in|_.:.




Why is it impartant to have my baby

If a h::lm:quﬂ l;lfuund,yuumd}'nurl:ul:r}- can get I'l-rJF-l!.'l.!‘].}!.

MNhat are two 'hau-rl'nq

= 1::1":—:#_11{111'_:] methods?

B One screening method is called

pY Oroscoustic Emissions (OAE). A tiny
| carplig is inserted into your baby's ear.

[ The earplug sends saft sounds into the ear

and a cumpuier reads the "edvoes™ thar
come .IJJI:l: Fl.'ﬂl'ﬂ }TIIJI' b,'lb!'lﬁ [ B

The other screening method s called
the Auditory Brainstem Response
(ABR). Small headphones are placed aver
Wulis l.uh;l.'ia ears. The 11|.'.:|.f|'!-]||.1r'|:'.1. send soft
:E:I:iug sounds inea yodir '|.1=|:|:,"=. ears, Sens
sers or electrodes placed on different parts
of the head measure your baby's responses
tor the sounds.

TMhat if my baby does
not pass the hearing
sereenings

If your |.'|;|l1-:|' choses it pass the first locar-
i screening, he or she will be screened
again. There are mamy reasons why a baly
fy ot pass the first sereening. II' l]it'.[‘f is
ﬂuud in the ear from the birthing process
or if your baby is too awake, it may affect
the screening results. However, if your
baby: does noe pass the second screenimg, it
is important to have follow-up testing
dane by a skilled audiologise wien is
trained to test infants and young children.
For mames of audiology centers elosest 1o
vou thar ean test babies” heaning. contact
VOLIT PIETATY SaT¢ ]Jl'rj.‘iitilﬂ {]"'-&'dl-'-l!l'-ifilﬂ
or family doctor).

Ti'.l.l! IIEIP oamn ]'.I'IEI.!ICII! I'lti.'ﬂﬂg J..IIIIJ- E

Where 12 the follow-up
-I'I-EET"I"IIE 'I'E.5+ l']l.l'nii?

Yomer }H::Fil.\] of family doctor will help you arrange for a
dizg;]nﬂi{ hﬂnn_g test. He ar she will reler you o an apdio-
logrcal center. [t is important that:

The center has testing equipment that is made specifically
for infants and young children.

The testing is done by an audiologist who specializes in
infants and young children. and has experience firting hear-
ing aids on infants and young children.

The audiologist has experience with infants, the Infants &
Toddlers Early Intervention Services Program, and pro-
grams for children who are deaf or hard of hearing,

The center has someone available who uses the same form
of communication as you (e.g. Spanish. American Sign Lan-
guage, etc.).

Should 1 plan for my baby to be
awahe or asleep for the diagnoshc
11&::51’-1'11:.3 test?

T'::-I:I:I:_g is quicker and easicr if your baly is sleeping combart-
aldly. In fact, your baby can be tested while resting in an infant
carrier or in your arms, [v also i helphul to brng any stems

(such as a baottle or pacifier) to help ealm your babwy if neces-

sary:

TUhot 1F Fhe 111{:51“1'11.9 test shows
Fhat my 'l:ab':.' has a 'h-e..n-m’tu] loss?
IF your baby does not have nosmal hearing in one or bath ears,

it i3 important to find out a5 soon as possible. Some babies

need hearing aids and can be firved with a hearing aid as youny



: 'hE.ElT‘{'I"Iq ‘SﬂT"EE‘.ﬂEd?

vour baby and early intervention to help both you and your baby.

as 4 weeks of age. Hrm:‘g aeds, r:u'm[! :.uppm'l‘. and serveces
to help your child learn to commumicate are available through
Flonda Infants & Toddlers Early Intervention Program. 1t
medically relared procedures are required. private and public
health programs may pay for those services. You can call for
Il.-r]p and mare mformation at [-350-225-4200. The Florida
I':IT[} II'IIEmI.'III-I.'In l‘"l.'l.'lg'm'l'l. ﬂ'fb l'ill.' E.‘- at “-m'.m-hdﬂufl."m

1F my baby's hearing seems okay
atter screening and teshing, do

1 need to have his/her hearing
checked again?

Some newborn babies can hear well enough to pass the hear-
i sereenimg test, but may develop a hearing loss later, IF you
are wornied abost how your baby hears or ralks, call your
}-;h:."a. doctor nght away and ask alsmut geeeing a I1|:I.T|-:II$ [eil.
Remember—if you are concerned, that s the best reason to
have your baby's hearing tested again. Also remember to keep
vour baby away from loud notses or music which can case
permanent ['lr_:.nng_q lass

TMhat are some l.]nnﬂ ways for me
to communicate with my baby?

You and your baby send imformation to each other abour your
I'rrling:: n':r:." d:l.].' in 'r:u.r:].- i.li.Fr:'r:nl: WA Here are some Edu.'l-
to keep thar communication going:

Respond to your baby. Your baby lets you know whae he or
she needs and feels by erying, eoomp, wigpling and smiling. [f
yoau l'tspm'l,:l o these actions by }bu[n:ﬁng, :nmfnrl:in_g. making
eye contact, gently touching, cootng back, talking and smiling,
yourr baby will leaen thar when he or she does something, you
respond. This s the atart of early communication between you
amd Yo IJ]IJ:.' and it 1% the bass for ]l.'.u'ning hngu.l_gr.

Talk to your baby: [t is good ro talk o your baby duning daily
routines and activities, such as feeding. bathing, diapenng and
playing, Get close to your baby and lock at him or her when
you speak. Even though your baby may not know what you are
1:,1:.1':13, your vorice and words will lbr]p teach the sounds of lan-
guage. Get to know JOIT babys lestening range and law close
yous need to be for him or her to hear you.

Use facial expressions with your baby: You communicare
:r.n.u'l].- rliﬁrrrnl.‘ rrfli:rhg: { ol yamar 1:l=|:|1l.' 'i‘l'il;l ].1:'.-|rr E-:l'.'ii[ t:r:l'ﬁ-—
sions. From the look on your face, pou can show your baby
jo, surprise, pleasure or sadness.

Play with your baby. When you play games with your baby
such as “so-o big” “'prrﬁ.-arbul.b,'- or "p.ll‘l:‘l.“-mkt." s ATe
teaching turn-taking while you both are having fim Yous baly
may not understand all of your words, but he or she will
undesstand the smiles and playfulness.

Head to your baby, Your ]J..I1J'I. will Like 1o
look at simple, brighe pectures in
books with you beginning at ap
very young ape. Reading and
ealkrmg with oL h:b!.'
abosr what s on the
book's pages can be a
fun way for the two of
FUML £ :.]:lrnd .'l-P'l.'i:i..IJ
time together and is
empoartant for futere
learning.
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1#s mever foo envly to chebh your baby's hearing.



Florida Law 383,145 requires hearing screening of
all newborns, preferably prior to hospital discharge
but within the firse 30 days of Life,

The purpose of identifying newborns with hear-
ing loss is to prevent or minimize the effects of
hearing loss on language development, academic
performance, and cognitive development through
appropriate early intervention services,

The law further requires that Medicaid, HMOs,
and health insurance companies cover initial hear-
ing screening, follow-up, and medically necessary
reevaluations leading to diagnosis of normal or
impaired hearing. If medically related procedures
are required, private health insurance companies
and HMO5, as well as public programs such as
Medicaid and the CMS MNetwork, may pay for those

SECVICES,

Florida Department of Health
Childrens Medical Services
[nfant Hearing
4052 Hald Cypress Way
Bin #A06
Tallahassee, FL. 323991707

B50-245-4200 www.eni-kids, com




