Information for Families

About the

Newborn Hearing
Screening Program
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What is newborn hearing
screening?

Newborn hearing screening

idenrities  which  babies '
might have a hearing loss.

Hearing loss is any condition that affects how a
haby perceives sound,  Ask your medical care
provider abour hearing screening for your
bakbwy.

When 1
donel

newhorn  hearing  sereening

Hearing screening is done soon afrer birth
Some
Fabvies will require additional screening. This

while your balw iz in rthe hospial,

addirional screening should be complered Ty 2
weeks of ave.

Why is the screening done!?

A hearing loss will delay a child's speech or
language development.  Language develops
very quickly in the early vears of life. 1t is the
foundation for all learning, Services to
minimize delays in development should begin
Lefore vour baly is & months old,

How is the hearing screening done?

Screening is  done  with  special  hearing
screening equipment. [t is quick, casy, non-
imvasive and does not hure, Many babies sleep
through the screening.  Hospitals use the
Uroaconstic Emissions (OAEY sereening thar
uses sensitive microphones placed in the
baby's ear canal. It is done while your baby is
sleeping or very quiet. The machine records
the ear's response to sounds (called clicks or
tone burses),

Where is the hearing screening done!

At birth, screening is done in the hospital or
birthing center.  If your baby is referred for
follow-up, or if you suspect problems  with
hearing, testing is done at the Guam Early
Intervention Sysrem's Pediarrics Evaluarion

(PEDS)

located ar the University of Guam, Dean's

Developmental  Services Center

Circle, House 17,

What happens when my baby
is referred for further testing?
When referred, it is important ro

take vour baby ro his or her

—
appeintment  for  diagnostic e
testing by an audiologist. This is the only way
to know if vour child has a hearing loss, The
testing should be completed before vour balbw
iz 3 months old. Abouat 50 habies out of 1000
will be referred for diagnestic wstng, O the

habies referred, abour 3 will show a hearing

][Tl.qﬁ.
When should children have hearing
screening!

Hearing loss can ocour ar any time. Use the
Hearing & Related Speech/Language Guide
fon the back) every few months o keep track of
your balw's development. 1 your child does
ot do rhe irems listed, discuss them with vour
child’s

screening should be repeated as children grow,

medical care  provider. Hearing

Hearing screening should be
done any time there is a concern
about your child's hearing.
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YOUR BABY SHOULD...
Birth tno 3 Manths

O Pass newbaom hearing screening

O Caiet to familiar voices

O Bestartled by loud sounds

O Stir to roises while sleeping

3 tin 6 Manths

O Turn toward vaices or unfamiliar noises

O Locate speaker or sound accurately within a reom

O Teact to sound (ke smiles, quiets ar cries)

i to 12 Months

O Respond 10 nome

O React 1o noises withoul secing the ssurce {(like door
openng

O Imitate sounds

O Babble sounds like da, ba, and ma

O Enjoy playing with foys thet make nosse

12 tr 24 lasmthis

Develop  words  rapidly  (about: -3 words by

12-14 months, 10-13 words By 18 months)

Fallow simple directions (ke “zo et vour shoes™)

withoul vou pointing

Cuict and look when scund s presented (like adult

reading story)

O Begin e identify body parts {like eyes and nose)

2 Wears

O O O

O aAttend and respond 1o verbal cucs, when intergsted

O Combine words, wdd words daily {says about 30
wirds]

A Yeurs

Urlerstand wihoul necding words repeated

Understand  difference between similar sounding

words {like candlefcamel howwha; catfcar)

Attend Lo listening activities ke story time

Ulsally be cnderstood by stranpers

Respond o commumication or sound equalle well

when outside or inside and in guiel or noisy places

4 Wears-5 Years

ooo oo

O Listen o music or olther household sounds
comfortable volume level

O Usderstond  most comments ot requests  wilhat
repelition

For more information, contact the;

Center for Excellence in
Developmental Disabilities
Education, Research, & Service
(Guam CEDDERS)
University of Guam
UOG Station
Mangilao, Guam 96923

Phone: (671)735-2465/6/2475/2507
TDIVTTY: (671) 734-6531
Fax: (671) 734-5709

This brochure was reproduced by the Guam

Farlv Hearing Detection and Intervention
Program, University of Guam, Center for
Excellence in Developmental Disabilities
Education, Rescarch, and Service's  under
Grrant no, CFDA 93,231, FY 2002 Universal
Mewborn  Hearing  Screening and
Intervention.
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