Speech, Language and Hearing
Skills

Good hearing is essential for your baby's
development. Information about hearing

and typical speech and language milestones
is valuable for all parents. Here is a list of
some things babies with normal hearing
should be able to do.

Around Two Months of Age
¥ Startles to loud sound
¥ Quiets to familiar voices
¥ Makes vowel sounds like "ohh"

Around Four Months of Age
¥ Looks for sounds with eyes
¥ Starts babbling
¥ Uses a variety of voice sounds,
such as squeals, whimpers, chuckles

Around Six Months of Age
¥ Turns head toward sound
¥ Begins to imitate speech sounds

? Babbles ("ba-ba", "ma-ma", "ga-ga")

Around Nine Months of Age
¥ Imitates speech sounds of others
¥ Understands "no-no" or "bye-bye"
¥ Turns head toward soft sounds

Around 12 Months of Age
¥ Correctly uses "ma-ma" or "da-da"
¥ Gives toy when asked for
¥ Responds to singing or music
? Locates sound on all levels
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The Kansas Newborn Hearing
Screening Program

The Kansas Newborn Hearing Screening
Program, SoundImnte is a service
provided by the Kansas Department of
Health & Environment to families with
newborn infants in collaboration with
participating hospitals, doctors and
audiologists. Results will be reported to the
Kansas Department of Health &
Environment.

This brochure is provided by the

Kansas Department of Health & Environment
Bureau for Children, Youth and Families
1000 SW Jackson, Suite 220

Topeka, KS 66612-1274

785/296-6135

Newborn Infant Hearing Screening Act
Kansas State Law: KSA 65-1,157a

B-11/01 DP# 64057
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Why Should My Baby's Hearing

Be Screened?

One out of every 250 babies has a significant
hearing loss at birth. Hearing loss in babies is
easy to overlook because it is not visible and
they cannot tell us they are unable to hear.
More than half of babies born with hearing
loss are otherwise healthy and have no family
history of hearing loss. Therefore, to be sure
we identify every baby with hearing loss in
Kansas, once parents have given consent,
hospitals are required to screen each baby's
hearing before they go home.

Newborn hearing screening makes a
difference for all children and their
families. It is important for you to be
sure that your baby has normal hearing.
The first six months of life are the most
critical for speech and language
development.

How do they screen my baby's

hearing?

A baby's hearing can be screened within 24
hours of life. There are two types of hearing
screening tests: Auditory Brainstem Response
(ABR) and Otoacoustic Emissions (OAE).
Both tests are harmless, take only minutes to
complete, and most babies sleep through the
hearing screening.

The ABR screening uses miniature
earphones and sensors (placed on the head,
neck and shoulder) that measure your baby's
brainwaves to determine if sounds are heard
normally. OAE screening uses a soft ear
probe and a miniature microphone to
measure the "echo" that the ear makes as it
sends sound to the brain.
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What if my baby does not

pass the screening?

There are many reasons your baby may not
pass the hearing screening. Perhaps your
baby was too active, too wide-awake, or
because of middle ear fluid, debris in the
ear canal from the birthing process (the
most common reason) or a possible

hearing loss. Your baby will need additional
testing.

It is important that you follow through
with any recommendations made by
your physician, hospital staff or
audiologist.

What if my baby passes the

screening?

Passing the hearing screening indicates that
your baby does not need additional testing at
this time. Some children with a family history
of hearing loss, recurrent ear infections or
serious illnesses may develop hearing loss
later in childhood.

If, at any time, you have concerns
about your child's hearing ability,
speech or language development, ask
your baby's doctor for a referral to an
audiologist or ENT (ear, nose and
throat doctor) to arrange for a hearing
evaluation. Hearing can be tested at
any age.
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Your baby's personal

Hearing Screening record

SoundXFIME Kansas Newborn Hearing Screening
My child
Born at
Date of Hearing screening / /
The results were: Pass Refer
If referred, to whom:
Date of appointment
122244422200 00222000022208000222800022228280221
If you are concerned about your baby's hearing
contact: Your baby's doctor, an audiologist or
SoundESEINIEE Kansas Department of Health &
Environment 785/296-6135

Make a Difference Information Network
800/332-6262 vitty

Kansas Commission for the Deaf and Hard of
Hearing 800/432-0696 vi/tty

Families Together 800/264-6343
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