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WE CARE THAT
YOUR BABY HEARS

YOUR BABY should receive a
Newborn Hearing
Screening before leaving the
hospiral, This brochure will
answer questions about how
the pest 15 performed and why,
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Early Hearing Detection &
[ntervention
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IT IS IMPORTANT TO HAVE YOUR
BABY'S HEARING CHECKED
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When hearing problems are derecred early, a baby is beter 1 ¢ ‘*-:}
able 1o learn language. This will help him or her prepare for = J
and do better in school. =
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Newborn Hearing Screening is safe, quick, and easy to do. -I'"r- a:[,
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Having your baby’s hearing checked now will give you peace of mind in
knowing your baby is getting the best possible start on life. The other side of
this brochure includes more information about the Newborn Hearing
Screening Program.



NEWBORN HEARING
SCREENING: QUESTIONS

& ANSWERS How is the testing done?
Testing will be done through eicher
Wh? should my baby’s Evoked Oroacoustic Emissions (OAE)
hearing be tested?

or Awditory Brainstem Evoked Re-
sponse (ABR).

Sipnificant hearing loss is one of the
most common major abnormalitics
present ar birth, and, if underecred,

The OAE test consists of a small probe

will cause problems with speech, _ _ .
microphone placed in the balw's ourer
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ment. In fuct, one of the most com- ] i
probe to the inner ear, anud the micro-

mon signs of hearing loss is o delay .
T = ' phone picks up the sounds sent back.

in speech and language develop-
ment. When hearing loss is found ) _
The ABR resting measures the brain’s

carly, steps can be aken to help .
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children overcome the . -
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challenges thar may resulr. " . :
vour baby’s entire hearing pathway.

Both tests are very safe, do not hurt,
and take only minutes w complete.

Most babies :i]:;u:r.- through the test.




What do the

results mean?
Your balw will either
pass of be referred for
further sereening. In
some cases, children
whio pass the newhorn
screenings may develop hearing loss later
onin life. Be sure to amend your well-
baby appointments and watch for the
speech, language, and hearing milestones

listed in the following column.

If your baby is referred for additonal
screening, the hospital will rell you, Re-
screening is scheduled 2 1o 6 weeks after
the initial screening. If the re-screening is
not passed, your child will be referred for
a complete audiological evaluation with
an audiologist. If a hearing loss is identi-
fied, a referral for carly intervention and

family support services will be made.
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Bre supe your baby is reaching these males ionves

Arvuned 2 mosths of Age:

¥ Sartles ro loud nodses

¥ Chidets to familiar vodces

¥ Makes vowel sonmls Bke "ohb™ & "akh™

Around 4 months of Age:

¥ Looks for sounds with cyes

¥ Zres babblig

¥ Uses o variery of voice sounds, such as
sepueals, whimpers, and chickles

Aroased 6 mogsths of Age:

¥ Tums head rowasd sound

¥ Popins wo imitate speech sounds
¥ Babbles ("ha-ba”™ & “ga-ga")

Acound ¥ monehs of Age:

¥ Imimtes speech sounds of othess
¥ Undesstanals "no-no” & “byebye”
¥ Tumms head cowand soft soumds

Avronesd 1Y mossihs of Age:

¥ Correctly wees wonds like *ma-ma”™ or “da-da"
¥ Gives oy when asked
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Locates sound in all disecrions



