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}Do you remember whené 

3 
hjohnson4deafed@gmail.com & 

janet@handsandvoices.org  

Web Link  

Summary Points:  
1. One in four will experienceé 
2. Most do not want to be 
bothered withé 

3. Many excuse not to deal w/é 
4. Some excuses result in 

broken bones, some in death.   

These same points apply to the 
topical focus of my 
presentation today, the 
maltreatment of children with 
disabilities  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xpp5H8lBRnU
../../../../../Videos/Child Abuse/wearing safety belt/vintage/vintage/vintage.mp4


}How should we treat infants?  

Web Link  
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../../../../../Videos/Child Abuse/Secure Attachment/SA - time line/SA - time line.mp4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6bul1meciGE


}What do infants learn from us?  

Web Link  
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../../../../../Videos/Child Abuse/Secure Attachment/SA - explanation/SA - explanation.mp4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6bul1meciGE


}How does parent behavior impact an infant?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Web Link  
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../../../../../Videos/Child Abuse/Secure Attachment/SA - inpact of parent on infant/SA - inpact of parent on infant.mp4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6bul1meciGE


}What does a unstressed vs. a stressed infant 
look like?  

 

Web Link  
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../../../../../Videos/Child Abuse/Interacting with Infants/Still Face Experiment/Still Face Experiment - edited/Still Face Experiment - edited.mp4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=apzXGEbZht0


}What are the long term consequences when 
infants, toddlers, young children do not 
experience secure, loving and supporting 
families?   

Web Link  
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../../../../../Videos/Child Abuse/ACE Study/Wonds that wont heal - edited - stories of maltreatment/Wonds that wont heal - edited - stories of maltreatment.mp4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tMXtOxXBCRo


}ACE Study (cont.)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

}What is your ACE score ? 

Web Link  
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http://acestoohigh.com/got-your-ace-score/
http://www.cdc.gov/ace/pyramid.htm


}How can parents enhance the secure 
attachment, safety and success of their 
children?  

Web Link  

10  
hjohnson4deafed@gmail.com & 

janet@handsandvoices.org  

../../../../../Videos/Child Abuse/Secure Attachment/SA - enhancing/SA - enhancing.mp4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6bul1meciGE


} What would be the developmental progression parents would experience 
as they bond with, respond to and support their childõs development? 
 

1. The parent enjoys their child.  
 

2. The parent is sensitive observer of the child, reads their behavioral 
cues accurately, and is responsive to them.   
 

3. The parent engages in a quality of interaction with their child that is 
mutually satisfying and that provides opportunity for the development 
of attachment.  
 

4. The parent demonstrates an awareness of materials, activities, and 
experiences suitable for their child's current stage of development.  
 

5. The parent initiates new play activities and experiences based on 
principles that she has internalized from their own experiences, or on 
the same principles as activities suggested to or modeled for her.  
 

6. The parent independently generates a wide range of developmentally 
appropriate activities and experiences, interesting to the child, in 
familiar and new situations, and at new levels of the child's 
development.  

 
Bromwich, R. (1981). Working with parents and infants: An interactional 

approach. University Park Press: Baltimore, MD.  
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}What would this developmental progression 
look like if it was going well?  
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Web Link  

Web Link  

../../../../../Videos/Child Abuse/Interacting with Infants/deaf infants/CO Dept of Ed - edited/CO Dept of Ed - edited/CO Dept of Ed - edited.mp4
../../../../../Videos/Child Abuse/Interacting with Infants/Family w infant/Family w infant - edited/Family w infant - edited.mp4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uCaQDkh0zm0
../../../../../Videos/Child Abuse/Interacting with Infants/Mom w infant/Mom w infant - edited.mp4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3TChnCMIH24


}What would it look like if parents were not 
providing a secure, nurturing and supportive 
environment for their children?  
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Web Link  

See Appendix 
òAó for the 
definitions and 
behavioral 
indicators of 
maltreatment  
 
 Appendix òBó 
for the General  
Risk Factors  

../../../../../Videos/Child Abuse/11th Commandment/11thcommandment-large.wmv
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7icgPX88Q6Q


}How often do children with disabilities 
experience maltreatment?  
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}UNICEF: The State of the Worldõs Children 
2013: Children with Disabilities  
ƁòChildren with disabilities are among the most 
vulnerable members of society.ó 

 

ƁòChildren with disabilities are three to four times 
more likely to be victims of violence.ó 

 

ƁòMany of the deprivations endured by children with 
disabilities stem from and are perpetuated by their 
invisibility. ò 
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http://www.unicef.org/sowc2013/
http://www.unicef.org/sowc2013/


}Prior to the 1980s, most studies of child abuse 
did not include children with disabilities 
(Westcott & Jones, 1999).  
 

} In the course of the past 30 - plus years, 
investigations of maltreatment have evolved to 
consider people with disabilities in relation to 
incidence, prevalence, risk factors, contexts, 
impact, prevention, and support provisions 
(Hughes et al., 2012; Jones et al., 2012; Stalker & 
McArthur, 2010).  
 

}As a result of this research, we now know that 
children with disabilities are three times more 
likely to experience maltreatment than their 
nondisabled peers (Sullivan & Knutson, 2000).  
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ƁThis rate indicates that at least 25% of children with 
disabilities will experience one or more forms of 
maltreatment between birth and 18 years of age 
(Jones et al., 2012).  

 

}UNICEF: The State of the Worldõs Children 
2013: Children with Disabilities  

 

ƁòChildren with disabilities are often regarded as 
inferior, and this exposes them to increased 
vulnerability.ó 
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http://www.unicef.org/sowc2013/
http://www.unicef.org/sowc2013/


}Why are children with disabilities at particular risk for 
maltreatment?  Children with disabilities oftené 

 
Ɓ édo not understand what constitutes maltreatment; 

 
Ɓ édo not know they have the right to say òNO!ó 
 
Ɓ éare socially isolated and lonely;  

 
Ɓ élack the language, knowledge and communication skills 

to tell others that they have been maltreated.  
 
Ɓ édo not understand their own emerging sexuality. 
 
Ɓ édo not know how to recognize or protect themselves in 
òrisky situations.ó 
 

Ɓ éare not recognized to be at higher risk for maltreatment 
 

} = éan ideal target for maltreatment  
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}A possible reality of being a parenté 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

}What can we do to enhance the safety and 
success of all children, but particularly those with 
disabilities?  
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Web Link  

https://www.childwelfare.gov/preventing/promoting/protectfactors/
https://www.childwelfare.gov/preventing/promoting/protectfactors/
https://www.childwelfare.gov/preventing/promoting/protectfactors/
https://www.childwelfare.gov/preventing/promoting/protectfactors/
https://www.childwelfare.gov/preventing/promoting/protectfactors/
../../../../../Videos/Child Abuse/Parental Stress/comic - penguins - shark/comic/comic.mp4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y43dZMf2tEY


}Six Factors that Promote Well Being  
ƁNurturing & Attachment  

ƁKnowledge of Parenting & Child Development  

ƁParental Resilience   

ƁSocial Connections  

ƁConcrete Support for Parents  

ƁSocial and Emotional Competence of Children  

}Addressing these six factors within the early 
intervention programming of families of 
children with disabilities helps to insure the 
safety and success of the children.  
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https://www.childwelfare.gov/preventing/promoting/protectfactors/
https://www.childwelfare.gov/preventing/promoting/protectfactors/nurture_attach.cfm
https://www.childwelfare.gov/preventing/promoting/protectfactors/knowledge.cfm
https://www.childwelfare.gov/preventing/promoting/protectfactors/knowledge.cfm
https://www.childwelfare.gov/preventing/promoting/protectfactors/resilience.cfm
https://www.childwelfare.gov/preventing/promoting/protectfactors/knowledge.cfm
https://www.childwelfare.gov/preventing/promoting/protectfactors/social_connect.cfm
https://www.childwelfare.gov/preventing/promoting/protectfactors/concrete_supports.cfm
https://www.childwelfare.gov/preventing/promoting/protectfactors/competence.cfm
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