
Newborn Hearing  
Screening Protocol
for NICU nursery in hospital births

Rescreen both ears  
1x only as an outpatient prior 

to 1 month of age

Conduct initial screen with A-ABR as 
close to discharge as possible

Pass Refer

No Risk Indicators
Rescreen both ears 1x only 
prior to discharge, at least 
12 hours after initial screen

Risk Indicators

Ongoing monitoring 

for delayed

onset or progressive 

changes in hearing

Refer to pediatric 

audiologist for 

diagnostic audiologic 

evaluation as soon 

as able or by three 

months of age

If screening 

refused, complete 

newborn screening 

refusal form

Ongoing  
Monitoring

ReferPass

Note: A-ABR = Automated auditory brainstem response; OAE = Otoacoustic emission. 
Created with information adapted from “Year 2019 Position Statement: Principles and Guidelines for Early 
Hearing Detection and Intervention Programs,” by The Joint Committee on Infant Hearing, 2019, The 
Journal of Early Hearing Detection and Intervention, 4(2), 1-44.

Refer to pediatric 
audiologist

for diagnostic 
audiologic 

evaluation if no 
ear, partial ear, 
or no ear canal 

unilaterally 
or bilaterally, 
or provider 
discretion

Pass
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