Baby, Baby...

state of Maryland
Program o Identily
Hearing Impaired Infams

Parris N. Glendening, Governor
Maryland Depariment of

Health and Menial Hygiene
Georges C. Benjamin, M.D., Secrefary




STAGES OF HEARING, LANGUAGE AND SPEECH DEVELOPMENT (Birth to Five Years)

Does Your Child...
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* LOOK AT YOUR CHECKLIST OFTEN.

* FIND YOUR CHILD'S AGE LEVEL.

* CHECK YES OR NO FOR EVERY ITEM.

* |F YOUR CHILD FAILS ANY TWO ITEMS WITHIN AN AGE LEVEL, CALL YOUR DOCTOR AND
THE TOLL-FREE HEARING HELPLINE. 1-800-633-1316, (VOICE/TDD)

PLEASE POST - PLEASE READ - PLEASE CHECK



Do you hear me?

This may be the maost important question you ever answer for vour baby.

= Babies learn o talk during their fiest vears, Wornds help them share thoughis and feelings with
impsariint people i e world.

» s vour baby ears words, Saegenaee and fearming begin and spaeech develops,

= The checklist on the oer side will show you how hearing helps speech develop,

= Watch vour child grow through the stages of nomal heanng ond specch development. Seek help
Frverediately o vour child is ot developing according o the checklis,

What can you do?

= Your birtling hospital has sereencd your mfant’s hearing and vou have helped them complete @ high-
risk questionnaire for infant hearing loss,

= Passing the early hearing screening and highe-risk questionnaire does not mean that hearing will
slay normal,

* Some children are borm with normal hearing amd become heanng impaired later. Thit is why you
must contingee o A out ihe Checklise.

= Talk to vour docior aboui ¢changes in behavios, You should know that illnesses (such as igh fever,
meningitis, fregquemt ear infections), injury to head or ears, and some medications sy couse leanng
leass,

« IF vour child has a bearing loss, she/he will not eutgrow it,
« IF wour think there is 2 hearing problem, Do Nof Delay, Scek help Brsediadely.
I, Yo knoww your child best, Talk fo yonr Doctor about geiting n bearing test, Any baby's hearing ean be tested,

2. Call the Toll-Free Hearing Helpline if you have a question, 1-800-633-1316, (VINCETDD)

Please use this checklist!

Hang it where vou can see il... in the kitchen... in the babv’s room... near the T\,

Lok at ahe checklist ofen, Find vour child’s age level on the checklist. Resd cach sentence. Check
Yes or Mo or every ilcms,
I you have checked MO for any two dlems within any age level, your child may have @ heanng Joss,

Neow...

1. Talk to vouwr Doctor ahont petting a hearing test.
2. Call the Toll-Free Hearing Helpline if vou have a question. 1-800-633- 0316, ( VINCETDD)



