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Baby
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Information for
Families About
Newborn Hearing

=SCreen ing




Congratulations on Parenthood!
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What is newborn hearing screening?

sewborn hearing screening shows which
habies might have a hearing loss, Hearing loss is
any condition that affeets how a baby perceives
sound. Ask your medical care provider about

hearing screening for your haby:

When is hearing screening done?

Hearing screening is done while your baby is
i the hospital. Sotme babies will require sdditional
sereening, “Thas acditional sereening should be
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Why is the sereening done?

A hearing loss will delay a child's speceh or
language development. Language develops
very quickly in the early years of life. It is the
toundation forlall le@rning. Services io
minimize delays i devclopment should begin

befiore your baby s 6 months old.

How is the hearing screening done?

Sereening is done with special hearing
sereening cquipment. It is quick, easy, non-
mviasive and does not hurt. Many babies sleep
through the screening. Hospitals use either
OAE or ABR sereening.

What is OAE Screening?

OtoAcoustic Emissions (OAE) screening
wses tiny earphones placed in your baby's ear,
It is done while the baby is slecping or very
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What is ABR Screening?

Auditory  Brainstem  Response [ABH,
BSER or BAER) uses three sensors placed on
the baby’s head. [t is done while the baby is
sleeping. The machingmeasures the brain's
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What might cause hearing loss
at birth?

Hearing loss might be temporary due o
fluid or blockage. Hearing loss might be

permanent lor a variety of reasons.

What does “referred” mean?

It means your baby nevds to have diagmostic
testing by an andiologist. This testing should
be completed by the time your baby is 4
months old. Diagnostic testing is needed o

determine it vour baby has a hearing loss

What happens when my baby
is referred?

It is important to take your baby to his or
her appointment for dingnostic testing.  This
is the only way to Know if your child has a
hearing loss About 50 babics out of 1000 will
be relerred for diapnostic testing. OF  the
babies referred. about 3 will be shown to have

a hearing loss

When should children have
hearing screening?
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the Hearing & Related Speech/Language
Guide [ the back) every few months, I
vour child does not do the items listed, discuss
thiem with VIHIF childs medical care provider
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children grow,

Hearing testing should be done any

time there is a concern

about a child’s hearing.



Hearing & Related Speech/Language Guide

Birth to 3 months

Passisl newhborn hearing seroening
Dukets o fumiliar vobees

I= startled by loud sounds

Stirs to nodses while sleeping

3 to 6 months

Turms towards vaices ar unfmiliar noises

Lowates spsenker or saind accurately within o room
o Beacts vo soumd (like smiles, quicts or eries)

i-12 months

o Respaoinds to nivme

o Reacts to noises witlwsst secing tlwe soarce (like door
npeanin )

o limitages soumls

w Habbles sounds like da, ba, and mea

o Enjoys plaving with toys that make poise

| 2-f months
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a Uiniderstomls differemee betwesn similar sonmding
words (Dike condleScamel; low Swbiog condear)
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[ wsually winderstosl by strangers

[tesponds o communication or sound coqually well
orutsiabe o insble ol in et or nodsy places

F years—35 years

Listens to music or other honschold soands a

caonmfortalle volunme level

o Underspands most conuments or requests withoun
repetition

Fregquent enr infections at any ape can affect heanng
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Questions or concerns
about newborn hearing
screening?

& Contact vour local haspatal's newhborn heanng
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For more illﬁlrlililti“ﬂ, contact:

The New Il:lmp:-ihirl: Department of
Health & Human Services
Office of Community & Public Health
Bureau of Maternal & Child Health
Universal Newborn Hearing
Screening Program
6 Hazen Drive, Concord, NH 03301

Phone: 1-800-852-33+5, Ext. 1057 or
GO=-271=-10037
Relay New Hampshire TTY: 711
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