Can Your Baby Hear You?

How to Get
Your Baby’s
Hearing
Screened

Mow York State
Dapartment of Health



Can Your Baby Hear You?

[F YOUR BABY 15 BORN IN A HOSPITAL IN

MNew York State, vou don’t have to
wonder, All New York babies should have
their hearing checked.

Before you leave the hospial, von will be
told how and where to have your baby’s
hearing checked closer to your home, IF
you have any questions, please ask your
baby’s doctor or clinic.

Hearing is very important. Your baby
needs to hear sounds to learn how o
talk and learn abour the world. Hearing
is very important in the early months to
prevent possible problems with language
or schoolwork Tater omn,

Every baby's hearing should be checked
as soon after birth as possible, The best
thing to do is o have your haby's hearing
checked within four weeks after your
baby comes home from the hospital, and
no later than 12 weeks after birth. IF your
baby has a hearing loss, the sooner you
know it, the better. Out of 1,000 babies,
about two to four will have a serions
hearing loss.

How Your Baby's Hearing Will Be
Cheched

A screcning is a quick check to see if
your baby hears. A trained person will
check your baby's hearing. The screening
takes only a short time, Te is akay i your
baby is asleep while this is done, To sereen
vour baby, either:

& A tiny miceophaone smay be pliaced in
yuenr baly’s ear, o,
& Your baby nay wear special carpliones
and frave tiny pads placed on iz or
frer T,
Then, soft sounds will be plaved and your
baby’s hearing will be measured.

You will be given a brochure telling you
what the screening means. Some babies

do not pass. Your baby's movements may
lead to false results. Your baby may need
a second screening to be sure he or she

hears. If vour baby needs o be checked

ageain, you will be told how to have this

domne.

What Causes Hearing Loss?
Somctimes we won't know what causes
hearing loss in a baby, Other tines it is
coused by:

&  Deafuess which rns in families
©  Far infections

&  Meninginis

& Chher serions infections

Talk to your baby's doctor or clinic if yon
have any questions or concerns,

Check Your Child’s Hearing and Speech

Most babices will “pass™ the hearing
screcning. This means that your baby is
hearing sene. Even iF your baby “passes”
the screening, it is stll imporant to
check your baby's hearing often. The list
below* will help you keep track of your
baby’s hearing as he or she grows, Good
hearing helps babies do the things on this




checklise. If vou have any concerns about
vour childs hearing, at any age, call yvour

balw’s doctor or clinie,

Birth to 3 Months

& Becomes quict when aronnd eoerpday
roices or sonnds

& Reacts to lowd sonnds: baby stantles,
Blinks, stops sucking, cries, or uakes
up

& Makes soft sonnds wlhen awake: baly
anreles

J to 6 Mouths

& T eyes or Jread jonward sounds:
paices, fops tur wealie spoise, o Darking
oy

& Staris o make speech-like sonnds:

L1

v, ool Cha" aend py By e soninds

& Heacis to a change in your ione of
PR

& to 9 Months

&  Responds 1o soft sownds, especially
ki

& Responds to onne mame and Toaks
whiens called

Iye,”™ “fuiive”
Hablles: “da da da,” e ma yea,”
“ha ba b

& Understands simple words: “no,”" “bye-
5

9 to 12 Months

L Consisiently responds to both soff and
loaed soapmnds

& Hepeats single vonds and copics
aniral sornids

& Points to favorite tops or foeds udven
asheed
12 to 18 Months

Llees 1o ar more wropds

Fellmes simple spakeen direcifons: “get
the ball™

Poins te people, body parts or reys
tefoens ashed

“Maoierces" e pinsic

& & mw

18 to 24 Months

&  Uses 20 or more words

&  Combines tuo or neore words: “nere
Juiee,” Puelvat s thar?™

&  Uses many different consonant sonmds
af beginming of werds, b, g, m

8 Listens to simple stories and sorgs

2 to 3 Years

&  Uses gentences avith now or tiree aords

& Al 2 years, the childs speech
is nnderstood some of the tinee
{25%0-50%0)

& Ar 3 years, the child’s speech
is wirderstood most of the tine
{F0%0-75%)

&  Follows awo-step instroctions: “pet the
Dall amsed port ir i dlee o™

® Adupred frowi ihe Californds Evpartmienr of Heail
Semaces ek,



Your child’s hearing can and should
be checked at any age.

More Help For Your Baby

It your baby has a hearing loss, or may

have a hearing loss, vou might need more
help. Infants, toddlers with special needs,

and their families may get help from

the Mew York State Health Department’s

Early Intervention Program (EIP). ETP

offers hearing sereening and testing, and

support for you, your baby, and yvour
family. To learn more, call yvour doctor,
clinie, or the EIP in your county or
borough.

Tov learn more about newhborn hearing
screening, or EIR please call

(518) 473-70106.

O, visit the Early Intervention Program
Web site (hetp:/Swww health, state.nyas),

Click on Information For Consuamers.

Then, choose Early Intervention from the

list of topics.

Your Baby's Hearing Screening Visit

Habys Mame:

Timer ard [ate:

Mape:

Adidlrezs:

Chritict Mamiber:

To reach your local Early
Tetervention Program, call:
Coroning Lpe Healthy
2-FHowr Hotline

[=afitif= 5.2 .0= Syhf

It New York Ciry:
r=doe-577-HALY
P-So-577-2220

Can Your Baby
Hear You?

If your baly is horn in
New York State, yon don't
have to wonder. All New

York babies shonld have

their hearing checked.
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