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Can Your Baby Hear You!

IF VOB BABY 15 BORN IN A HOSPITAL 1N
Mew York State, vou don’t have to
wonder, All Mew York babies bave their
hearing checked,

Hearing is very important, Your baby
needs o hear sounds to learn how 1o
calk and Tearn abont the world, Hearing
is very important i the carly months o
prevent possible prablems with linguage
of sehoolwork later oo

A sercening is a quick eheck o see if your
lraby hicars. Cither:

8 Your baby's hearing may be sereened
before you leave the hospifal, or,
& You will be told drow to fave your
balys hearing screenedd close to pour
fonre.
If your baby is not born in a bospital, you
should ask your doctor or clinic how to
have your baby's hearing checked.

Every baby's hearing should be checked
as soon after birth as possible. I your
baby s 2 hearing loss, the sooner vou
know it, the betrer, Out of 1,000 babies,
about two (o four will have a serious
hearingg loss,

How Your Baby's Hearing

Will Be Checked

A trained person will check your baby's
hearing. The sereening takes only a shorg
time, It is okay if your baby is asleep
while this is done, To sereen vour baby
either:

® A tiny micropione may be placed in
youir baby s car, o
£ Your baby may wear spevial earphones
ard Tave tiny pads placed on lis or
dter fiead,
Then, soft sounds will be played and your
babw's hearing will be measured.

You will be given a brochure telling you
what your baby's screening means, One
screening is not always enough. Your haby
muy need a second screening to be sure
he or she hears, Your baby’s movements,
noise in the room, or fluid in the ear after
birth may lead to false resules, If your
baby needs o be checked again, you will
be rold how o have this done.

What Causes Hearing Loss!
Sometimes we won't know what causes
hearing loss in a baby. Other times it is
caused by

&  Deafress wlich rns in familics

8 Far infections

gl Meningires

&  Other serions infections

Talk to vour balw’s doctor or clinic i you
have any queslions or Concerns.

Check Your Child's
Hearing and Speech

Muost babies will “pass™ the hearing
screening, This means that your halbw is
hearing nese, Even it your baby Tpasses”
the sereening, it is still imporant 1o
check your baby's hearing often. The list




below® will help you keep track of your
baby's hearing as he or she grows, Good

hearing helps babies do the things on this
checklist, IF vou have any concerns abouwt
vour child’s hearing, at any age, call your

baby’s doctor or clinic.

Birth to 3 Months

8 Beconies quier when arowd everyday
vaices or gounds

8 Reacts w0 lowd soumds: baby startles,
lfeikes, srops sowcking, cries, or waakes
]!I'

8 Makes soft sonnds when aake: haby
purgles

.3-: to & Monithg

® T eyes or Dead torard sonds:
voices, toys thal nrake nodse, o barking
|fil_|.|'

Starts fo make speecle-like sowrds:
S, oeln,” Yha,” amd py By o sonends
Reacts to a clamge i yoerr fone of
e

6 to 9 Months

8 Responds to soft sownds, especially
talfbeinng

8 Responds to o mane anud loaks
wefien called

8 Understands simple words: “so,” “bye-
bye,”™ “jnice™

8§ Babbles: “da da da” “ina ma (IS B (1

Ba Ba

2 fo 12 Monihs

0 Consistently responds 10 both saft and
h:lquf ,,'.:n:ru.-.i'.t

& Repers single words and copies
aterinratl gouerads

8 Poins to fovorite toys or_foods when

argileel

12 to 18 Months

8 Uses 10 or more words

£ Follows simple spokeenr directions: “get
the ball™

& Poinis to people, bady parts or toys

nelrerr ansfeed

" Mowrmces'™ fo msisic

2

18 to 24 Months

B Uses 20 or more words

8 Combines fuo or more words: “maore
geeiee,” Yt tan?"

B Uses meaey different consonant sounds
at the beginning of words, b, ¢, m

8 Listens 1o sineple stories amd songs

2 to J Years

®  Uses senrenrces widtle oo or three aronls
-

& At 2 years, the child’s speech
is aiederstond sonre of the time
(2575070}
& A 7 years, the chilil’s speech
is arederstond wrost of the time
(5077570
8 Follows taro-siep dnsirnictions: “per the
dall amd part is i the box ™
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Your child’s hearing can and should be
checked at any age.

More Help For Your Baby

If vour baby has a hearing loss, or may
have a hearing loss, you might need more
help. Infants, toddlers with special needs,
and their families may ger help from

the Mew York State Health Deparunent’s
Early Intervention Program (EIFP). EIT*
offers hearing screening and testing, and
support for you, your baby, and your
family. To learn more, call your doctor,
clinic, or the EIP in your county or
horough.

To learn more about newborn hearing
screening, or EIR please call
(318) 473-7016.

O, visit the Early Intervention Program
Wb sive (hops/Swwwhealth, state.nvus)
Click on Information For Consaimers,
Then, choose Early Intervention from the
list of topics.

To reach ypour local Early
Irtervention Program, call:
Crorring Lp Healilry
2-Hour Hotline

| p=lfape g2z 5006

It New York Ciry:
| 1-8op-577-BABY

|
i 1-8op- 8772200
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Can Your Baby
Hear You?

If your baby is born in a
hospital in New York State,
your don’t frare to ivonder
All New York babies have
their hearing checked.
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