When you have questions
abovut your child’s
development
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art... We Can Make a Difference

How To Begin

wah the very Birsk |:||'|:|-r|u call far early intarven-
tion services, you con begin to get informalion
ond resources lo answar your quasfions,

You know your child’s abilities and frustrations.
Yel, you may net have the information you need ta
offectively assist your child's growth and devalopment.
By warking closaly with you and your family, early
intervention professionals and other staff who work
with Fomilies con help you addross your concerns,
idantify your needs and resources to address those
needs, and se1 a course of action.

Taking the First Step

,"] F yau are cancarnad about your child's develop-

U mant, the first step is to have your child referred for
evalualion and assassment. You con refer your child eor
you can hove your child's physician or anathar
prafessional make the referral for you. You will be
assigned @ service coordinaler wha will help you
thraugh the process.

Evaluation services are available te children with
special neads who may be aligible for Early Start
services through your local educatian agency or
regional centar.
During the osess.
MEnl pracess, your
ehild’s mator skills,
communicalion
dt'ﬂ.‘lnpmqn*,
learning skills,
social inferachion,
and amoficnal
doveloprment will
be evaluated.

Setling a Course of Action

{D nece the evaluation and assessment process is

" complated and your child is determined eligible
far Early Start services, an Individualized Family
Service Flan [IFSP] is
developed Far your
child and fomily. By
working elosely wilth
you, sarly interven
tion professionals
ansure that services,
communily supporls,
and porenkio-parent
FESOURCES OfE
brought together le
meet your child's unique needs and the needs of your
family 1o support your child’'s duvulnpmunl.

Accessing Services
_Jlurl:r' intervantion services under Early Start are

1 provided by regional centers and locel aducation
agencies throughout Californio. Sorvices are provided
based on aisessed need and daliverad within your
child's everyday routines, activities, and places. Those
include:

assstive lachnalagy v occupational therapy
dovices/sorvices v physical therapy
oudiolegy (hearing) v psychological services
A@rvrtad - I"EI-FHE

family training, ¥ service coordination
counseling, and [case managamaoni)
hame visits + social work services
same hoolth services v special instruction
medical services v speech and language
far diognostic e

ar avaluative

w lransporialion sarvices
purpases anly

2 w wision services
AUESin
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ecause all babies are different,

they raraly do the same thing

ot exactly the same age. As o
result, it's not unusual for Families to have
questions or concerns about their child’s
development. You may wonder:

Why isn't my son siffing up?
Why isn't my doughter crawling?
Why can’t anyone understand
what my son is saying?

Is my child’s hearing/vision normal?

When should my son begin
ta eat solid food?

It's important to keep in mind that all ehildren
develop differently and ot their own pace.
IFyou have concerns about your child's devel-
opment, call your health care provider, commu-
nity health clinic, or 800/515-BABY for early
intervenlion services in your area. You can alse
visit our website o www.dds.ca.gov/earlystart
or e-mail us at earlystart@dds.ca.gov.

Call

800/515-BABY
- or visit
FARLY it
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For more informahon, eall pour lacml regianal cendis,
wdvoation ogency, of famdy rescurce cesler

FEGIGNAL CINTER

FHONE

IOCAL FOUCATION AGEHC Y

FHONI

FAMILT RESOUECE CENTER

FHOME

Coldarnia Early Starl is o mbtegency syplem of eperdizated
sarvsted odmian berad h;.l Me Depavimant of Develapmenial
Sarveces, Childven and Family Seevicet Branch in pollabesatan with
toe Depavimant of Edvcotasy Educotion Equity, Access and Suppart
Sranch: Specnf Edwcoficn Divitian
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