Communication
with Your Child
Begins Now

What is Language?

Language is the symbols and patterns people use to share thoughts, feelings,
and information. Language can be part of spoken, signed, or written.

There are two main parts of language:

» Receptive language: how we understand what others say, sign, or write.

» Expressive language: how we use words or signs to share what we think.

Hearing loss can occur before a child has learned to understand and use
language, or after a child has learned some language.
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Growing Language

The first three years of life are
important for learning language. This
is true for both spoken languages like
English and signed languages like
American Sign Language (ASL).
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