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Is Referred for

Diagnostic Hearing
Testing




What You Need to Know if Your Baby is Referred

QaA

Why is my baby being referred for
diagnostic hearing testing?

Your baby needs additional hearing testing to
determine if there is a hearing loss, Only some
of the babies referred fer diegrostic testing
will be found to have a hearing logs, It is
impertant for you to take your baby for
these diagnestic hearing tests.

Why is this testing important?

Hearing helps your baby learn to communicate:
to understand what athers say and to learn to talk.
Arry hearing lass can cause delays or difficulties in
learning speech and language skills. This is why it is
so important to identify hearing loss quickly,
Starting services early will help yeu and yeur babry
develop effective communication,

What is hearing loss?

Hearing loss is any condition that affects how
your baby perceives sound. It can be permanent
er temporory, mild, moderate, severe ar
profound. If diagnostic testing confirms a
hearing loss, it will also identify the type
and degree of hearing loss.
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What tests might be done?
Audiometry = group of tests used by
audiolegists to mensure hearing.
Auditory Brainstem Response, ABR, BSER
or BAER- test that uses sensors placed onyour
baby to measure the response to sound given
thraugh earphones, This fest is done while your
babry is sleeping.
Choacoustic Emissions or OAE - test that
uses a soft tip similar to an earplug placed in
your baby's ear, The earplug is connected to a
computer that records responses to sound
from your baby's inner ear, or cochlea. The
test is done while your baby is sleeping or very still

What will happen when my baby
has diagnostic hearing testing?

Your baby will have special hearing testing.
This fellow-up or diagnostic testing is given and
interpreted by on audiologist, tokes several
hours to complete, and gives comprehensive
infermation ebout your baby's ability to hear.
Mone of the test procedures used couse dis-
comfort ar harm your baby. You can contact an
audiolegist if yeu have any questions,

for Diagnostic Hearing Testing

Which professionals might see my baby?
Primary, Medical or Pediatric Care

Provider or Pedatrician - professional who gives
medical care to your baby,
Audiclogist = professional who specializes
in testing hearing and providing related services,
Ear, Mose and Throat Physician (ENT),
Otolaryngologist or Ctologist - medical doctor
who specializes in the core of the ear.
Eenetic counselor - professional who provides
education, counseling and suppert ta families
with known or suspected inherited tramts,
Medical geneticist- medical doctor who can
help determine it tThere are other problems
related to hearing lass,

What if my baby has a hearing loss?

Your babry has the same wonderful pessibilities ahead
o5ty ather babry, Your baby with a heoring loss conbe
happy and successful Your baby con grow up to be on
active member of his or her fomily, community and
workpiace. There are people who are deaf or hard of
hesring in a varety of cccupations. .

Hearing testing should be done
any time there is concern
about a child’s hearing



Why is Communication Important?

# Your baby needs the ability to communicate
a5 soon as possible. This may be thraugh
sign language and/or speech,

# Parents and caregivers are the most
important people in helping your baby
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o Communication shoeuld be two-way: fram
you to your baby and from your baby to
hiz or her porent.

s Your baby beging language development
af birth. Longuage is the key to all
learning.

How can Family-Centered Early
Supports & Services (ESS) help?

If your boby has a heoring loss, services
are available to your family to help him ar
her learn as much as possible. The ESS
staff will help you learn ways to support
vour baby's communication from the start,
To find the ESS program in your area, talk
te your child's doctoer or call the Family
Resource Connectian at BOD-298-4321,

Questions or concerns about
diagnestic hearing testing?

& Cantact your haspital's newbern hearing
screening program

& Talk ta your medical provider

& Use the Web site www. listen-up.org

Your baby has an appointment with:

Phone
On

At

For more informatian, contact:

New Hampshire Department of
Health & Human Services
Office of Community & Public Health
Bureau of Maternal & Child Health

Universal Mewborn Hearing
Screening Program
6 Hazen Drive, Concord MH 03301

Phone: B00-852-3345, Ext. 1037 or
603-271-1037

Relay Mew Hompshire TTY: 711

Thit prajest et fupparted threugh a grost frem the Hiealsh
Rgsparces ond Services Adminestration, LS, Department of
Health end Homan Sernced, in ¢allzgborgtion witk 1he
Early ormactions Project at the Ingtiiute an
Bigalbilary  Univerdity af Mew Hampikira



